ICCF CONGRESS, THUN, SWITZERLAND,

18th to 23rd SEPTEMBER 1999

The 1999 Congress, in conjunction with meetings of the Presidium, took place in the Hotel Freienhof in Thun from 18th to 23rd September 1999.

The Congress was arranged by the Swiss Correspondence Chess Association (SFSV). The participants of the Congress, and accompanying ladies and friends, were offered a programme of events, including a full-day excursion to the Schilthorn and a Civic Reception provided by Thun City Council. There was also a simultaneous chess exhibition given by GM Vlastimil Hort, and the traditional ICCF Blitz Tournament.

Taking part in the Congress were:

S.M. Al-Kuwari (QAT) as the Delegate for Qatar.

M. Balta (ROM) as the Delegate for Romania.

Dr. F. Baumbach (GER) as the Delegate for Germany and as ICCF General Secretary.

S-A. Bessis (FRA) as the Delegate for France, as Member of the Playing Rules Committee and with proxy for Belgium.

W. Bielecki (POL) as the Delegate for Poland, as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Committee and with proxy for Ukraine.

G. Binder (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as ICCF Ratings Commissioner, as Chairman of the Rating Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

J. Bohak (SLO) as the Delegate for Slovenia, as Chairman of the Appeals Committee and with proxy for Croatia.

A.P. Borwell (SCO) as Member of the Scottish Delegation, as ICCF President and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

E. Bösenberg (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as Member of the Tournament Commission and as Controller of the European Tournament Office.

I. Bottlik (HUN) as the Delegate for Hungary.

H. Brusila (FIN) as the Delegate for Finland and with proxy for India.

Dr. T. Bullockus (USA) 

Dr. A.G. Campos (ARG) as the Delegate for Argentina (LADAC) and with proxies for Guatemala and Uruguay.
Dr. J. Canibal (CZE) as the Delegate for Czech Republic, as Chairman of the Playing Rules Committee and with proxies for Latvia and Slovakia.

M. Caressa (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation.

J.E. Castellanos Salinas (CUB) as the Delegate for Cuba.

M. Christoffel (SWZ) as Member of the Swiss Delegation and as Assistant Treasurer.

P. Cimmino (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation and as ICCF Archivist (Tournaments & Games).

C. Cranbourne (ARG) as Member of the Argentinean (LADAC) Delegation and as Zonal Director (Latin America)

A. Crisovan (SWZ) as Member of the Swiss Delegation.

Dr. L. Danek (CZE) as Member of the Delegation for Czech Republic.

S. Emelianov (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

R.A. Fay (USA) as Member of the Delegation for the USA.

R. Felber (OST) as Member of the Austrian Delegation.

C. Flores Gutiérrez (ESP) as the Delegate for Spain, as ICCF Treasurer and with proxy for Malta.

M. Gluth (GER) as Chess Journalist (Proprietor, Fernschach International)

G.F. Gottardi (SWZ) as Member of the Swiss Delegation.

S. Grodzensky (RUS) as the Delegate for Russia and as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee.
E. Gromotka (GER) as Member of the German Delegation.

G. Gyuricza (HUN) as Member of the Hungarian Delegation.

T. Habermehl (GER) as Member of the German Delegation and as Member of the Marketing Commission.

R.V.M. Hall (ENG) as Member of the English Delegation.

O.M. Halme (FIN) as Member of the Finnish Delegation.

T.D. Harding (IRL) as the Delegate for Ireland, as Chess Journalist (Proprietor, Chess Mail Limited) and with proxy for Israel.

H. Heemsoth (GER) as ICCF Honorary Member.

P.F. Hegoburu (ARG) as ICCF Press Officer and Project Leader for the ICCF 2000 publication, and as Member of the Marketing Commission.

J.C. Knudsen (USA) as proprietor of “The Correspondence Chess Place”
S-Å. Kronberg (SVE) as Member of the Swedish Delegation and as Member of the Marketing Commission.

A. Lannaioli (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation.

E. Liebert (EST) as the Delegate for Estonia.

J-C. Lüers (GER) as Member of the German Delegation and as Controller of the Email Tournament Office.

H-E. Lüers (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as Deputy President (Tournaments), as Chairman of the Tournament Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules and Playing Rules Committees.

D.V. Lybin (BLR) as the Delegate for Belarus.

A.P. Mascarenhas (BRS) as the Delegate for Brazil and with proxy for Peru.

G. Mastrojeni (ITA) as the Delegate for Italy and with proxy for Turkey.

J. Mrkvicka (CZE) as member of the Delegation for Czech Republic.

E. Moussa (QAT) as member of the Delegation for Qatar.

J.A. Nielsen (DEN) as Honorary Member of ICCF and as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee.

E. Nuutilainen (FIN) as Member of the Finnish Delegation.

T. Õim (EST) as Member of the Estonian Delegation.
V.V. Palciauskas (USA) as Member of the Delegation for the USA.

S. Peschardt (DEN) as the Delegate for Denmark, as ICCF WWW Master and with proxies for Yugoslavia and South Africa.

G.D. Pyrich (SCO) as the Delegate for Scotland, as ICCF Qualifications Commissioner, as Member of the Rating Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxies for Iceland and Kenya (after admission as a new full member in Thun under the General Secretary’s Report).

K-H. Podzielny (GER) as Member of the German Delegation

G. Radosztics (OST) as the Delegate for Austria and as FIDE Liaison Officer.

A.J.C. Rawlings (ENG) as the Delegate for England, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, and with proxies for Portugal and Canada.

A.A. van 't Riet (NLD) as the Delegate for the Netherlands, as Deputy President (Development), as Member of the Playing Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Committee and with proxies for Greece and Bulgaria.

H. Rittner (GER) as ICCF Honorary Member.

F. Riva (LUX) as the Delegate for Luxembourg.

M. Rocius (LIT) as the Delegate for Lithuania.

M. Rõtova (EST) as Member of the Estonian Delegation.

M. Sampieri (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation.

M. Samraoui (ALG), as Zonal Director (Africa/Asia)

G.K. Sanakoev (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

H.B. Sarink (NLD) as Member of the Netherlands Delegation and as ICCF Auditor

R. (eve(ek (CZE) as Member of the Delegation for Czech Republic.

P. Söderberg (SVE) as the Delegate for Sweden and with proxy for Norway.

G. Stibal (AUS) as the Delegate for Australia.

Prof. G-M. Tani (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation, as Zonal Director (Europe), as World Tournament Office Controller, as Leader of the Thematic Tournament Office, as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

M. Tarmak (EST) as Member of the Estonian Delegation.

G.F. Toro Solis de Ovando (CHI) as the Delegate for Chile.

M.M. Umansky (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

G. Walker (SWZ) as the Delegate for Switzerland and as Member of the Marketing Commission.
R. Wikman (FIN) as Member of the Finnish Delegation, as Deputy President (Rules), as Chairman of the Tournament Rules Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

Prof. M. Zavanelli (USA) as the Delegate for the USA, as ICCF Zonal Director (North America/Pacific), as Member of the Tournament Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxy for Hong Kong.

Opening the Congress, the ICCF President, A.P. Borwell (SCO) expressed great pleasure that the last Congress of the Millennium was being held again in Switzerland. He referred to the record attendance for the Congress and contrasted it with the much smaller numbers which had attended Congresses in Switzerland in 1968, 1971 and 1985.

The President referred to the deaths of several leading CC players during the last year and Congress paid its respects to their memories and of all departed CC friends, by observing a minute's silence.

The ICCF President then welcomed many old and new friends attending the 1999 Congress, including the ladies and families accompanying delegates and officials. He referred to the traditions of ICCF, particularly to its "amici sumus" philosophy and motto.

His theme looked back at the development of ICCF traditions and values and forwards to the challenges and opportunities of the new Millennium.  He emphasized the importance of "unity and partnership" between ICCF officials and member federations, through effective communication and consultation.  He called upon everyone to work in harmony, with respect and understanding, to ensure that the position and reputation of ICCF is maintained and enhanced as the World Authority for International CC, using all forms of modern transmission (i.e. post, fax, Email etc.).

At the start of the business meetings of Congress, the ICCF President took the chair and, after describing some procedural matters, the Minutes of the 1998 Congress were formally adopted and signed. The General Secretary then confirmed the list of proxies which would be valid for the 1999 Congress.

The Report of the General Secretary referred to the impending retirements of the Deputy President (Development) and himself at the end of 1999, due to professional and other commitments, and that the Deputy President (Rules) had become the principal deputy to the ICCF President from 1/5/99.

He referred to the resignations of Messrs. J.S. Morgado and R.G. Alvarez from the ICCF Email Tournament Office at 30/11/98 and that the President had thanked them for their excellent work during the two years they had carried out these duties. Mr. J-C. Lüers had taken over these most capably, without interruption, and he had already introduced enhancements to ICCF Email services.

The General Secretary reported that an application for membership had been properly received from the Kenya Correspondence Chess Federation, which would increase the number of countries with full ICCF membership rights to 64, with one additional member federation under the condition in Statute 2.1. The admission of Kenya (KEN) into membership was accepted unanimously by Congress and it would be included in Zone 4 (Africa/Asia).

Both he and the ICCF President had been in communication with possible new federations and also with some existing federations to try to stimulate greater CC activity and ICCF involvement.

He referred to the private visit which the President had made to Australia in the Winter of 1998/9 and to the excellent reception which he had received from many CCL of Australia officials and friends.

Excellent progress had been made during the year by the ICCF Webmaster and considerable assistance had been provided by Mr. John Knudsen via his WW site “The Correspondence Chess Place”. He referred to the first Email Chess World Championship, sponsored by New in Chess, as an important step into the future.

The General Secretary concluded by thanking all delegates and officials for their co-operation and assistance during his period in office and extended his good wishes to his eventual successor.

In response, the ICCF President expressed warm appreciation to Dr. Baumbach for his valuable work as ICCF General Secretary during his four years service in this important position.

Award of Honorary Membership of ICCF
The ICCF President, on behalf of the Presidium, proposed that Honorary Membership of ICCF should be awarded to Mr. Ragnar Wikman for his outstanding work and dedication to ICCF for more than 25 years. The proposal was agreed unanimously by Congress and Mr. Wikman received the warm acclamation by Congress when he was presented with his certificate by the ICCF President.

Award of Bertl von Massow Medals

The ICCF President reminded delegates that these medals were introduced in 1983 by Hans-Werner von Massow as a memoriam to the life and work of his wife Bertl von Massow on behalf of ICCF and international correspondence chess. Mr. von Massow had defined the criteria for these awards which were:- “These medals in Gold and Silver will be awarded respectively for 15 years and 10 years of faithful service to ICCF as the Delegate of a National Federation, as a Member of the Presidium or the Commissions, the European Organizing Committee, or as Tournament Secretary, as well as the Team Captain of a winning or highly placed team in the CC Olympiads or Continental Team Tournaments."

He then asked the General Secretary to announce the names of the persons who would receive the awards and each came forward (or their respective delegate) to receive the medals and certificates in recognition of their valued service, with the acclamation of Congress.

In Gold and Silver, for 15 years meritorious work for ICCF to:

Maurice Carter (USA)

In Gold, for 15 years meritorious work for ICCF to:

Dr. G.S. Benner (USA)

I. Bottlik (HUN)

J. K. MacDonald (CAN)

P. Rasmussen (DEN)

In Silver, for 10 years meritorious work for ICCF to:

M. Gluth (GER)

E. Gromotka (GER)

T.D. Harding (IRL)

K. Podzielny (GER)

U. Wagner (GER)

The Report of the Treasurer intimated that the Accounts for the year 1998 had shown a small loss of CHF 325, although this has been minimized by the inclusion of net assets into the Accounts for the first time.

However, he also reported that the value of ICCF investments at 31/12/98 were CHF 45,600 above the cost values as shown in the Accounts. The overall financial situation of ICCF was very healthy and therefore he was not recommending any increase in ICCF fees for the next year.

The Treasurer reported to Congress on the proposal recommended for adoption by the Presidium concerning the non-fulfillment of financial responsibilities by member federations. The following proposal was adopted by Congress for immediate application:-

“The Minutes of the 1998 Congress confirmed and reminded all member federations that failure to fulfil their ICCF financial responsibilities (under Statute 2.7) would result in suspension and the loss of voting, nomination and other membership rights.

Accordingly, the ICCF Presidium, at the start of each Congress, would assess the position of any federation which had not paid its membership and tournament fees which were due at the end of the previous financial year or had not made alternative arrangements, acceptable to the ICCF Treasurer.

Where no satisfactory explanation had been received, any such federation would be proposed for immediate suspension, by the ICCF Treasurer, early in the Congress Agenda. If suspended, it would cease to have any voting (or proxy carrying rights), with immediate effect.”

As a consequence, suspension of the membership of the following member federations was proposed by the Presidium and was agreed by Congress :- 

Algeria, Dominican Republic.

These countries would be placed on a “Suspended List” and would not have any voting or nomination rights until all outstanding fees had been paid to ICCF or a basis for settlement had been agreed with the ICCF Treasurer. These suspensions would take immediate effect for the purpose of voting rights for the remainder of the 1999 Congress.

It was also proposed and agreed by Congress that Panama should be placed on the suspended list, but it was subsequently found by the Treasurer that its fees had been paid and therefore the suspension has been revoked, at the request of the Treasurer, without any break in continuity of the membership rights of Panama.

It was also agreed that the member federations of Russia and Ukraine would be suspended from 1/1/2000, unless by that date they had paid all membership, team entry and fees for individual tournaments which were due at 31/12/1999, or had agreed a plan for their settlement which was acceptable to the ICCF Treasurer.

In conjunction with the ICCF President, a new framework and detailed Financial Plan was being developed and this would cover the 4-year period from 1/1/2000 to 31/12/2003. The new Presidium would consider appropriate projections, forecasts and budgets for inclusion in the Plan, which would be circulated early in the New Year, for formal consideration and approval by the Year 2000 Congress.

The Report of the Auditor confirmed that the documents which had been provided by the ICCF Treasurer had enabled him to carry out an acceptable audit. He considered that the Report and Statements accurately reflected the financial position of ICCF at 31/12/98. He reminded all member federations of the need for the timely submission of their annual statement of account and settlement of fees due to ICCF to enable the Treasurer to carry out his duties effectively and on time.

The ICCF Congress accepted the Auditor's Report unanimously and thanked him for carrying out his duties so meticulously on behalf of ICCF. The Audited ICCF Accounts for the financial year 1998 were formally and unanimously adopted by Congress.

The President then invited Congress to accord a vote of thanks to the General Secretary, the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer and the Auditor for their excellent work on behalf of ICCF.

Election of Presidium Office-Bearers and Auditor (1/1/2000 to 31/12/2003)

Following the late withdrawal of other candidates, the following nominated officials were unopposed and all were elected unanimously for the four year period from 1/1/2000 until 31/12/2003 :

President 
A.P. Borwell (SCO)

Deputy President (Rules)
R. Wikman (FIN)

Deputy President (Tournaments)
H-E. Lüers (GER)

General Secretary
A.J.C. Rawlings (ENG)

Treasurer
C. Flores Gutiérrez (ESP)

Following the approval of the necessary changes to the ICCF Statutes (see "Matters pertaining to ICCF Statutes" later in these Minutes), the following appointment was agreed unanimously by Congress :-

Marketing Director
P.F. Hegoburu (ARG)

Congress then approved the re-appointment of H.B. Sarink (NLD) as ICCF Auditor.

According to the provisions in the ICCF Statutes, the four Zonal Directors would be elected by postal ballots (where necessary) and nominations would be invited from member federations in each zone to reach the General Secretary by 15/11/99. Congress was advised that all existing Zonal Directors would again be candidates for the next four year period.

The Report of the Deputy President (Tournaments) dealt first with completed and started title tournaments. World Championship XVI Final had started in June with 17 participants. The “First Email Chess World Championship”, sponsored by “New In Chess” (= Semifinal XXIII) had started with 14 sections of 11 players each; it is expected that the first “Email Chess World Champion” will be crowned by 2005. Also started in 1999 were ¾-final XIX, and the Final of the 1st Email Open Team Championship.

World Championship Final XIV was almost complete. Congratulations were extended to the winner Tonu Õim (EST) and to the other medallists Ove Ekebjærg (DEN), Tunc Hamarat (OST) and Michel Lecroq (FRA).

The final of Ladies’ World Championship V was complete. Congratulations were extended to the winner Luba Kristol (ISL) and to the other medallists Ingrida Priedite (LAT) and Eva Mozna (CZE). The next final would commence 15.11.1999 with 9 players, and Mrs. Kristol would defend her title.

The Deputy President (Tournaments) reported briefly on the four current World Cup cycles, and congratulated A.G. Lepikhov (UKR) on his victory in Cup VII. It was agreed to invite the Federation of the Czech Republic in conjunction with the Slovak Federation to organize World Cup XII, with assistance if required from the Federation of Austria, and this invitation was accepted by the Delegate for the Czech Republic. After some debate, Congress decided not to charge an additional entry fee for participation at the semi-final stage, and it was agreed to reduce the entry fee for World Cup XII to CHF 15.00. It was stressed that, while Federations were fully entitled to determine the local currency entry fee, they should not add an unjustifiably large margin for their expenses.

The Deputy President (Tournaments) advised Congress that the Presidium had decided that all ICCF medals and certificates should be awarded for tournaments and titles under the item “Award of ICCF Medals and Certificates”. It had also been agreed that a certificate should be provided whenever a medal was awarded to commemorate the recipient’s achievement. For World tournaments and titles, these would be signed by the ICCF President and the General Secretary, and for Zonal tournaments, by the Deputy President (Tournaments) and the respective Zonal Director. Certificates had also been prepared for winners of medals which were presented at the 1997 and 1998 Congresses, but it would not be possible or practical to go back to any earlier years. He expressed his grateful thanks to Mrs. Moira Borwell for her sterling work in producing large numbers of individual certificates yet again, this year at very short notice.

The following plan for title tournaments was presented:

1.1. - 31.12. 2000

Semifinal of World Championship XXIV


postal

31.03.2000

Preliminaries of Olympiad XIV



email

31.03.2000

1.1. – 31.12. 2001

Semifinal of World Championship XXV


email

31.03.2001

Preliminaries of Olympiad XV



postal

31.03.2001

Final of Olympiad XIII




postal

31.03.2001

Preliminaries of Ladies Olympiad VII


postal

01.06.2001

Final of Ladies Olympiad VI



postal

01.06.2001

¾-final of World Championship XX


email

30.06.2001

Final of World Championship XVII


postal

30.06.2001

1.1. – 31.12. 2002

Semifinal of World Championship XXVI


postal

31.03.2002

Preliminaries of Olympiad XVI



email

31.03.2002

Final of Olympiad XIV




email

31.03.2002

¾-final of World Championship XXI


postal

30.06.2002

Final of World Championship XVIII


email

30.06.2002

On the recommendation of the Deputy President (Tournaments), Congress voted to make significant changes to the postal Promotion tournaments with effect from 1.1.2000. With effect from that date, the only Promotion Tournaments to be organized by the World and European Tournament Offices would be:

Master class: 11-player; 1st place would earn a full qualification, 2nd place a half-qualification.

Higher class: 7-player

Open class: 7-player

This means that ICCF postal and email Promotion Tournament structures will be identical from 1/1/2000.

Authority was delegated to the Presidium by Congress to also institute ‘Fun Class’ tournaments, if considered appropriate, which would not be rated.

After spirited debate Congress adopted the following:

ICCF Guidelines for International Invitation Tournaments (effective for tournaments starting from 1/1/2000)

1. The arrangements for all ICCF approved international invitation tournaments organized by member federations should be in accordance with the principles and aims defined in the ICCF Statutes.

2. Applications for ICCF recognition of international tournaments must be submitted to the Deputy President (Tournaments) who has delegated authority to approve such tournaments and reports to Congress. Where, in the opinion of the DP (T), there could be a potential problem (for example, involving another ICCF member federation), he will have the right to defer approval until the matter has been referred to an ICCF Congress.

3. Invitations to international tournaments must be made via the member federations from whom players are being invited. No invitations should be made until after approval of the tournament has been received from the Deputy President (Tournaments).

4. Bearing in mind that ICCF approved tournaments enjoy an official international status, with title norms (where eligible), ratings and other services provided, a scale of registration fees will apply. These are payable to ICCF, for the year in which tournaments start, according to the following scale :-

· CHF 1 for each game that will be rated for an individual tournament of category I to VII,

· CHF 2 for each rated game for an individual tournament of category VIII to XIII,

· CHF 3 for each rated game for individual tournaments of category XIV and above. 

· CHF 2 for each player in invitation team tournaments (organizing federation(s) to arrange for fee payment).

5. Title norms in international invitation and open tournaments need to be formally ratified under the Qualification Commissioner’s report. Titles in international invitation and open tournaments will only be awarded to players who have been nominated and approved by their appropriate member federations.

The World Tournament Office Report noted that, though 1998 had been a difficult year, matters were now rather easier. The Tournament Office Controller made three main points:

· Master Norm and Master Class continued to be very popular;

· In the other classes, 7 player sections remained popular, but 15 player sections had been difficult to start;

· Entry patterns and volumes were such that German players had longer waiting times than those of other Federations.

The Thematic Tournament Office Report remarked on the continuing popularity of the tournaments. 1998 had been the best year for many years, and 1999 would not be far behind. The TT Office leader announced that he would be relinquishing his post; the new leader from 1.1.2000 is:

Leonardo Madonia

Via D'Azeglio 17, I-40123 Bologna, Italy

Email: tec4196@iperbole.bologna.it

The European Tournament Office reported the following results:

European Championship 48
G. David (ITA)

European Championship 54
J. Sawatzki (GER) and M. Stettler (GER) equal both on points and on tie-break

European Championship 60
P. Spitz (FRA)

European Ladies' Championship 1
Mrs. J. Hund (GER)

European Team Championship 4
1st Germany, 2nd Italy, 3rd Switzerland

European Championship 63 had started, for the first time with Preliminaries and Final, with 114 players. The next cycle of the European Team Championship would start 2.11.1999; Final 5 is contested by 11 teams (GER, ITA, SWZ, SLK, SVE, ENG; EST, SLO, UKR, CZE, LIT) while Preliminaries 6 has 33 teams in 3 groups of 11.

Entry numbers to the Promotion tournaments were continuing to decline slowly, and two issues were noted:

· the shortage of entries for 15-player sections in classes I and II;

· the high volume of German entries, especially in Master Class, and the consequent long waiting times.

The Email Tournament Office reported on continuing growth in entry volume, but questioned whether this might soon reach a plateau. A key to continuing increase in entry numbers would be the provision of an online direct entry facility via credit card. The popularity of the Email mailing List was noted - it has more than 1,000 subscribers. It was hoped to start the first Email Cup Final on 1.1.2000.

The Zonal Director (Europe) reported on progress against his two aims for 1999. There had been significant success in 'waking up countries who seemed to be sleeping', and this was borne out by substantially increased activity in Greece and Turkey, but more could still be done. Attempts to awaken interest in non-member countries in the Balkans and the former Soviet Union had been rather less successful, due largely to political and social considerations in those nations.

The Zonal Director (Latin America) reported that all of the financial allocation approved for development purposes by the 1997 Congress had been received, and commented that this would not be used to support the zonal magazine 'Ajedrez Postal Americano', which was self-supporting from subscription income.

Mr. J.S. Morgado had resigned as Zonal Counsellor, and was thanked warmly for his unselfish collaboration. Mr. J.J. Amorim Neto (BRS) would take over this work, and he and Mr. A.P. Mascarenhas (Zonal Secretary) would be responsible for the zonal email tournaments.

The key new tournaments in 1999/2000 for the zone were the Najdorf Memorial (to be organized by Argentina - LADAC with authorization from the legendary GM's family and played by email), 7th Pan-American Team Tournament and IV Coppa Latina America-Europe.

The Zonal Director (Africa/Asia) reported on continuing contacts with correspondence chess players in non-member countries, and noted with pleasure that this had led to the re-emergence of a member Federation in Kenya. However, it was felt that the pace was too slow - just one new member federation in each of the last three years - and he expressed regret that many countries with strong over the board players were not yet members of ICCF.

Consideration had been given to the formal establishment of an 'Isolated Chess Players' section within this zone for those players with no national C.C. federation. From 1.1.2000, the zone would organize postal and email 'AA' promotion tournaments with no entry fee in order to stimulate interest as much as possible in correspondence chess.

It was noted that there were not enough entries to stage the 3rd African Championship as planned. The 2nd African Championship had been won by O. Benagoudjil (ALG), while the 1st Asian Championship and the 2nd Email Afro-Asian Championship were both progressing well. The new year would see a further attempt to stage the 3rd African Championship. There would also be the 1st Asian Team Championship, plus the Final of the 2nd and the Preliminaries of the 3rd Email Afro-Asian Championship 

The Zonal Director (North America) reported that tournament entry numbers had dropped significantly in 1998, and that 1999 was currently running at about the same level as 1998. He announced that, in order to reduce tournament waiting time, the zone would follow the lead of the World Tournaments and merge classes I, II and III with effect from 1.1.2000. The 3rd Zonal Championship and the 4th Pacific Area Team Tournament had begun and were progressing well. He acknowledged with gratitude the increasing contribution of Ruth Ann Fay in zonal administration.

Regarding the Tournament Commission, the Deputy President (Tournaments) explained that, as a consequence of the changes in Presidium membership  and in the tournament offices, there would be changes in the membership of the Commission:


Retired: J.S. Morgado (ARG), A.A. van ‘t Riet (NLD)


Added: P.F. Hegoburu (ARG), J-C. Lüers (GER), L. Madonia (ITA).

The Deputy President (Tournaments) reported that the Commission had discussed various matters during the year and Congress noted the conclusions reached and actions which the Commission had taken on the following themes:

1. Regarding the Email Cup, they recommended no changes other than to treat postal and email cup tournaments more equally.

2. Regarding qualification rules in general, they had agreed that all co-winners will get a qualification if they have scored at least 75%, pending the agreement of new ICCF Tournament Rules.

3. They reiterated that double-round team tournaments could offer norms only if the tournament was intended for promotional purposes.

4. They agreed that the third placed player in a World Championship Final should be allowed to play one more final, and recommended that the Rules Commission should include this in the new ICCF Tournament Rules.

5. The Commission had agreed to give special leave to all players from Yugoslavia and Turkey for periods of war and earthquake respectively.

The following Tournament Arrangements were approved by majority vote :-

Individual Tournaments

Rogelio Carlos Linskens Memorial (A+B)
LADAC

Carlos Maximo Portela Memorial (A+B)
LADAC

Antonio J. Roura Memorial (A+B)
LADAC

Defendente Francisco Ricagno
LADAC

Najdorf Memorial (A+B)
LADAC

Heidenfeld Memorial
Ireland

Aleksandr Petrov Memorial
Russia

Iliya Shumov Memorial
Russia

Prof. Karl Yanish Memorial
Russia

Arne Henriksen Memorial
Denmark

Danish Chess Federation 100 years (A+B)
Denmark

Gratuliano Jaime Nunes Bibas Memorial (A+B)
Brazil

CC IM Tournament
Yugoslavia

Copa Peru III
Peru

Millenium Email Chess Tournament
Netherlands

Dick Smit Memorial
Netherlands

Postal Team Tournaments

North Atlantic Team Tournament 5
England

Nordic Team Tournament 4
Denmark

Promotional email match-tournament England v Latin America
England

The approval for Peru Cup III was not intended to set a precedent for such open tournaments.

Report of the Qualifications Commissioner

On the proposal of the Qualifications Commissioner the following norms were established:

ICCF Tournaments

World Championship 16 Final

GM title
1-3 place



GM norm
8½ points



IM norm
5½ points

World Championship 19 3/4 Final
Section 1
GM norm
10½ points



IM norm
7 points


Section 2
GM norm
10½ points



IM norm
7 points


Section 3
GM norm
10½ points



IM norm
7 points


Section 4
GM norm
10½ points



IM norm
7 points


Section 5
GM norm
10½ points



IM norm
7 points


Section 6
GM norm
11 points



IM norm
7½ points

World Championship 23, Semi-Final
Section 1
IM norm
6½ points

(1st Email World Championship Semi-Final)
Section 2
IM norm
6½ points

(Sponsored by “New in Chess”)
Section 3
IM norm
6 points


Section 4
IM norm
6½ points


Section 5
IM norm
6½ points


Section 6
IM norm
6½ points


Section 7
IM norm
6½ points


Section 8
IM norm
6 points


Section 9
IM norm
6½ points


Section 10
IM norm
6½ points


Section 11
IM norm
6½ points


Section 12
IM norm
7½ points


Section 13
IM norm
7½ points


Section 14
IM norm
7½ points

Master Norm Tournaments
Section 61
IM norm
7 points


Section 62
IM norm
6½ points


Section 63
IM norm
7 points


Section 64
IM norm
6½ points


Section 65
IM norm
6½ points


Section 66
IM norm
7 points


Section 67
IM norm
7 points


Section 68
IM norm
6 points


Section 69
IM norm
6½ points


Section 70
IM norm
6 points


Section 71
IM norm
6½ points


Section 72
IM norm
6½ points


Section 73
IM norm
6½ points


Section 74
IM norm
6 points


Section 75
IM norm
6½ points


Section 76
IM norm
6½ points


Section 77
IM norm
6 points

Email Master Norm Tournaments
Section 7
IM norm
6 points



ILM norm
2½ points


Section 8
IM norm
6½ points


Section 9
IM norm
6½ points


Section 10
IM norm
6½ points


Section 11
IM norm
6½ points


Section 12
IM norm
7 points


Section 13
IM norm
6½ points



ILM norm
2½ points


Section 14
IM norm
6 points

World Cup Final 9

IM norm
7 points

1st Afro-Asian Email Championship

IM norm
1st/2nd place

CADAP Tournaments

12th CADAP Championship Final

GM norm
11 points



IM norm
8 points

14th CADAP Championship Semi-Final
Section 1
IM norm
10 points


Section 2
IM norm
10 points


Section 3
IM norm
10½ points

European Tournaments

63rd European Championship Semi-Final
Section 1
GM Norm
11 points

(EUFSM63)

IM norm
8 points


Section 2
GM norm
11½ points



IM norm
8½ points


Section 3
GM norm
12½ points



IM norm
9½ points


Section 4
GM norm
11½ points



IM norm
8½ points


Section 5
GM norm
11 points



IM norm
8 points


Section 6
GM norm
10 points



IM norm
7½ points


Section 7
GM norm
11 points



IM norm
8 points

Invitational Tournaments

Mario Napolitano Memorial (ITA)

GM title
9 points



IM norm
6½ points

SSKK 60 Years (SVE)

GM title
8 points



IM norm
5 points

30th Anniversary CXEB “B” (BRS)

IM norm
8 points

Jakov Rusakov Memorial (RUS)

IM norm
9 points

Harry Åhman Memorial “A” (SVE)

IM norm
9 points

Harry Åhman Memorial “B” (SVE)

IM norm
9½ points

Nikolay Kopylov Memorial (RUS)

IM norm
9½ points

Piotr Dubinin Memorial (RUS)

GM norm
9½ points



IM norm
7 points

Francek Brglez Memorial (SLO)

GM norm
9½ points



IM norm
7 points

Jerzy Krzyzston Memorial (POL)

GM norm
8½ points



IM norm
6 points

Prof. Vladimir P. Zagorovsky Memorial (RUS)

GM norm
7 points



IM norm
4½ points

Antonio Pacini Memorial "A" (BRS)

IM norm
8½ points

Antonio Pacini Memorial "B" (BRS)

IM norm
8½ points

Manuel Pereyra Puebla Memorial "A" (ARG-CAPA)

GM norm
9 points



IM norm
6 points

CAPA 10 Years Jubilee (ARG-CAPA)

GM norm
5 points

Invitational Team Tournaments

1st North Sea Team Tournament (ENG)
Board 1
GM norm
8 points



IM norm
6 points


Board 2
IM norm
6 points


Board 3
IM norm
7 points


Board 4
IM norm
6½ points


Board 5
IM norm
7 points


Board 6
IM norm
7 points



LGM norm
5 points

ICCF Open Email Team Championship Final
Board 1
GM norm
6 points



IM norm
4 points


Board 2
GM norm
6½ points



IM norm
5 points


Board 3
IM norm
5½ points


Board 4


4th Pacific Area Team Tournament (USA)
Board 1
GM norm
8 points



IM norm
6 points


Board 2
IM norm
7 points


Board 3
IM norm
7½ points


Board 4
IM norm
7 points


Board 5
IM norm
7½ points


Board 6
IM norm
8 points

1st Slav Cup (POL)
Board 1
GM norm
7 points



IM norm
5 points


Board 2
IM norm
6½ points


Board 3
IM norm
6½ points


Board 4
IM norm
7 points


Board 5
IM norm
7 points


Board 6
IM norm
7½ points

Changes to previously established norms

Olympiad 13 Section 2 board 2
IM norm reduced from 6½ points to 6 points

Email Master Norm Tournament 6
IM norm is now 6 points

Master Norm Tournament 51
IM norm is now 5½ points

Secchi Vigneau Memorial
GM title is now 8½ points, IM title 6 points.

The Ratings Commissioner had reported via the latest ratings booklet that the ratings databank now contained records of over 27,000 players; just over 5,000 of these had fixed ratings. He noted that G.F. Gottardi (SWZ) had entered the 'Top Ten' thanks to his good results in World Championship XV Final, and that the highest rated lady, Mrs. Olita Rause (LAT) had risen to position 17.

He remarked that the next list would be valid from 1.4.2000, and would thereafter be updated half-yearly. Deliberations regarding further shortening of the ratings cycle are under way, but before a further shortening could be implemented, the results reporting procedures must be further standardized and automated.
The expected timetable for production of the next two rating lists was as follows:

21/9/1999
Delegates would be supplied with three printed documents referring to their federation: tournament lists, player lists and tournament tables. Delegates are asked to fill in results to 31/12/1999 on the tournament tables, then make a copy for later use; they should then complete the players' total scores on the originals.

29/2/2000
Deadline for return of all data to the Commissioner.

31/3/2000
Ratings data available for online download.

30/4/2000
Ratings booklet dispatched.

31/7/2000
Deadline for return to the Commissioner of results to 30/6/2000, using the copied forms from the previous submission.

15/9/2000
Ratings data available for online download prior to the 2000 ICCF Congress.

Congress expressed its appreciation to Mr. Binder for his considerable ongoing efforts.

Regarding Title Awards, the report of the Deputy President (Tournaments) includes details of the respective medallists for ICCF Individual and Team Tournaments and the ICCF President presented appropriate medals and certificates.

The first award was made to the new World Correspondence Chess Champion, Tonu Õim from Estonia, for his success in World CC Championship Final XIV. Mr. Õim had become the first player to have won two World Championships, having previously been successful in Final IX. The ICCF President congratulated Mr. Õim for his outstanding achievement and this was supported enthusiastically by Congress.

The following Title Awards were made to the recipients or the respective delegates and proxy holders.

Correspondence Chess Grandmaster

Mohamed Bin Khaled Al-Thani (QTR)

R. Berdichesky (ARG)

G. Blasberg (ARG)

L. Dan(k (CZE)

F. Finocchiaro (ITA)

S.Y. Grodzensky (RUS)

C. Hansen (DEN)

A. Har-Even (ISL)

J. Hector (SVE)

Prof. Dr. K. Herschel (GER)

P. Hertel (GER)

R. Hiltunen (FIN)

J. du Jardin (DEN)

H-E van Kempen (GER)

D. Mohrlok (GER)

O. Rause (LAT)

A.C. Roca (ARG)

L. Rubinchik (UKR)

I.V. Samarin (RUS)

I. Sch(tt (GER)

K. Tikkanen (FIN)

M. Tirabassi (ITA)

G.F. Toro Sol(s de Ovando (CHI)

A. Vojna (UKR)

Correspondence Chess Lady Grandmaster

I.V. Perevertkina (RUS)
Correspondence Chess Senior International Master

J. Aldrete Lobo (MEX)

J. Andersen (GER)

(. Backlund (FIN)

A.R. Barnsley (ENG)

A. Berggreen (DEN)

B. Bieluczyk (POL)

G. Binder (GER)

T. Binham (FIN)

C.A. Blanco Gramajo (GUA)

P. Buj (ARG)

G. Cardelli (ITA)

J.J. Carleton (ENG)

C.R. Chandler (ENG)

J.E. Clarizza (ARG)

J.A. Copi( (ARG)

C. Cranbourne (ARG)

S.H. de Cresce (BRS)

E. D’Adamo (ITA)

G. David (ITA)

Dr. M. Del Gobbo (FRA)

J.A. Diani (ARG)

Y.F. Donskikh (RUS)

M. Ebeling (FIN)

G.F. Echeguren (ARG)

M. Edelstein (CAN)

G. Engelhardt (GER)

J.A. Enricci (ARG)

J.K. Footner (ENG)

C. Gatto (ITA)

P.M. Giulian (SCO)

H.F. Glaser (GER)

A. Gysi (SWZ)

J.A. Halld(rsson (ISD)

W. Haufe (GER)

L. Hyldkrog (DEN)

Dr. C. Issler (SWZ)

S. Jardorf (DEN)

I. Johansson (SVE)

A.B. J(rgensen (DEN)

Dr. W. Koc (POL)

D. Ko(ca (POL)

O. Kroll (DEN)

H. Kr(ger (GER)

A. Kupsys (LIT)

A. Lelievre (FRA)

A. G. Lepikhov (UKR)

P.A. Lopep( (ARG)

A.T. Ludgate (IRL)

H-E. Lüers (GER)

J. Marcinkiewicz (POL)

P. Marczell (SLK)

D.M. MacLeod (CAN)

C.A. McNab (SCO)

J. Mihalk( (HUN)

P. Mi(kovsk( (CZE)

M. Mr(z (CZE)

J.H. Nielsen (DEN)

M. Ni(y(ski (POL)

A.F. O’Duill (IRL)

J.A. P(lsson (ISD)

V.V. Pankratov (RUS)

C. Par( (CAN)

J.F.P. Pereira dos Santos (POR)

D. Pineault (CAN)

M.P. Plomp (NLD)

J. Podkrajsek (SLO)

A. Praznik (SLO)

I. Privara (SLK)

H. Prokopp (GER)

C. Quaresma (POR)

A.R. Ram(rez (ARG)

M.J. Read (ENG)

C.A. Rinaldi (ARG)

L. Rydholm (SVE)

M.C. Salm (AUS)

W. Schneider (GER)

Z. S(k (POL)

R. (eve(ek (CZE)

O. S(gaard (DEN)

Dr. E.H. Sprenger (NLD)

G. Szewczyk (POL)

(. Teichmann (CZE)

T. Thomas (ENG)

H. Tiemann (GER)

A.J. Ugge (CAN)

A. Uogele (LIT)

Dr. K.J. Verney (ENG)

G. Walker (SWZ)

K. Widmann (CAN)

J. Wright (CAN)

V.V. Yarkov (RUS)

Correspondence Chess International Master

A. Acevedo Villalba (PER)

W. Alberti (GER)

C.A. (lvarez Rochaud (ARG)

S. Arounopoulos (GER)

D. Baron (FRA)

Prof. B. Bascetta (ITA)

Dr. G. Bresadola (ITA)

H. Broß (GER)

G. Bucciardini (ITA)

G. Calzolari (ITA)

H. Camilleri (MLT)

Dr. C. Casabona (ITA)

J. Chmel(k (CZE)

F. Cilento (ITA)

G. De Coninck (BEL)

A. Copar (SLO)

J. Corfield (ENG)

R.P. du Cret (USA)

G.P. da Cunha (BRS)

J.E. Deforel (ARG)

A. Diblio (ITA)

D.D. Eckert (USA)

K.W. Embrey (USA)

M.J. Esses (ARG)

J.D. Finkelstein (ARG)

Dr. S.P. Fitzpatrick (AUS)

C. Flores Guti(rrez (ESP)

F. Frilli (ITA)

H. Fröberg (FIN)

L.C. dos Santos Galv(o (BRS)

A. Gaujens (LAT)

H. Geist (GER)

F. Gerhardt (GER)

R. Ghafari (SVE)

A.H. Gonz(lez (ARG)

A. Gozman (UKR)

H. Grill (GER)

A. de Groot (NLD)

R.A. Guzzardo (ARG)

R.V.M. Hall (ENG)

M. Henk (GER)

L. Jacot (SWZ)

M. Jedrzejowski (POL)

Ing. J. Je(ek (CZE)

N. Jo(o (BRS)

G. Jodice (ITA)

A. Kaminskas (LIT)

L. Karasek (SLK)

A. Kasapchuk (UKR)

S.R. Kell (USA)

Dr. A. Keter (ISL)

S. Kiupel (GER)

Ing. M. Kolc(k (SLK)

E. Kostetsky (UKR)

G. Kotenko (UKR)

J. Krebs (GER)

H. Kruse (GER)

W. Krzyzanowski (POL)

J. Kuiper (NLD)

W. Kulling (POL)

M. Kurtz (CAN)

T. Lindestr(m (DEN)

L. Lynn (ENG)

H.P. Maia Vinagre (BRS)

S.K. Matyukhin (RUS)

G.J. Michels (GER)

E. Miciak (SLK)

G.J.F.S. Morais (POR)

A.J. Brito Moura (POR)

H. Neto (POR)

W. Nitsche (GER)

J-M. Noseda (BEL)

T. Oikamo (FIN)

A. Orlyansky (ISL)

M. Pacchiarini (ITA)

A.V. Pankratov (RUS)

E. Pascual Gras (ESP)

L. Pecot (FRA)

M. Perdek (POL)

J.L.M. Peres (POR)

C. Persson (SVE)

T. Peters (NLD)

P. Peuraniemi (FIN)

M. Pichler (OST)

D. Pillhock (NLD)

S.T. Pizzuto (ITA)

S. Plauth-Herr (GER)

A.V. Podymov (RUS)

Mgr. K. R(kay (SLK)

H. Rhode (GER)

H. Rissanen (FIN)

E.G. Rodin (RUS)

S.A. Romanov (RUS)

M. Ronczkowski (GER)

A. Rogemont (FRA)

T.E. Runting (AUS)

A. Samraoui (ALG)

O. Savchak (UKR)

K. Schmitzer (GER)

K. Schreiber (GER)

G. Schuchardt (GER)

H. Sneppe (BEL)

P. Spitz (FRA)

M. Stettler (GER)

M. Su(rez Sede(o (ESP)

P. Sv((ek (CZE)

F. Svoboda (CZE)

T. Szafraniec (POL)

S. Tarantino (ITA)

A.J.C.D. Tavares (BRS)

W.D. Taylor (IRL)

I.D. Thompson (ENG)

T. Thomson (SCO)

J.L. Tilghman (USA)

Z. T(m(r (HUN)

P. Tombette (FRA)

G. Toscano (ITA)

E.M. Tunev (RUS)

G. Valerio (ENG)

V.A. Vasjkin (RUS)

D. Viard (FRA)

A.L. Watson (USA)

C.A. van Wieringen (NLD)

H.R. Zabala (ARG)

B. Zimmermann (GER)

Correspondence Chess Lady International Master

Dr. J.A. Barber (ENG)

H. Palkov( (CZE)

A. Szczepaniak (POL)

Correspondence Chess International Arbiter

R.G. (lvarez (ARG)

Y.I. Baidakov (RUS)

S-A. Bessis (FRA)

Ing. D. Biella-Bianchi (PER)

Dr. G. Bresadola (ITA)

J. Canibal (CZE)

Y.V. Dzhasmagambetov (RUS)

Dr. C.J. Gon(alves (ARG)

P.F. Hegoburu (ARG)

R. Kolesnikov (UKR)

S-Å. Kronberg (SVE)

A.V. Latash (RUS)

A.J. Rebagliati (ARG)

The Deputy President (Rules) shared his view of the ongoing role of the ICCF Rules. He emphasized the need for flexibility in order to make it easy to adapt to the ever faster pace of change, and said that ICCF must take particular care to build in flexibility in the next task: the revision of the Tournament Rules, and should not rush the task. He recognized that there were always many different opinions regarding the content of rules, and strongly favoured working with unity and partnership in mind, in a harmonious and evolutionary manner. He remarked that the Rules and rule-makers must be responsive to the wishes of players; rules must serve the customer, and not the other way round.

As an example of his recommended approach, the Deputy President raised two issues. A resolution had been presented expressing strong opposition to the use of international ratings to determine qualifications in the Promotion Tournaments. He pointed out, simply, that all entries had to be submitted through national federations, and hence any federation can simply refuse to forward to ICCF any entry where the qualification was based solely on rating. In the redraft of the Tournament Rules it would be possible to explicitly disallow the use of ratings for this, but he commented that such an inflexible rule could lead to customer dissatisfaction.

The second issue was that of tie-breaks, and specifically the point of principle: when, if ever, should ties be broken? He recognized that there were strong views both for and against tie-breaks, and suggested that the Rules revision should simply add the following clause in front of the tie-break rules, while leaving the tie-breaking mechanism unchanged: "When the tournament announcement prescribes that ties must be broken, the following shall apply…" - because there are some situations where ties must be broken, and this needs to be made clear when the tournament starts.

A series of significant changes were agreed to the Rating Rules.

In order to remove uncertainty and to make it possible for players to determine their own ratings with reasonable sureness, the calculation would use players' ratings as at the start of a tournament for those players with 12 or more rated games in the applicable ratings list. For newer players, FIDE ratings would be used if available, failing which a player would be regarded as having a rating equal to the 'tournament level' - for example, for Master Class, 2200.

Ratings based on 12 to 19 games would no longer be regarded as provisional. Instead all ratings based on 12 to 29 games would be considered not-fixed, publishable and fully valid for rating purposes. This principle would be carried through into the rules for the establishment of norms.

A small change would be made to the calculation of the significance factor, which would remove certain anomalies.

The Rating List for 1.4.2000 would be calculated using the current regulations. The new rules would be finalized by the Expert Group, would be available by 1.9.2000, and would apply to and be published in the 1.10.2000 Rating List.

It was confirmed that in future all ratings would be published, not just those of 2000 and above.

Small changes were agreed to paragraph 12 of the Email Playing Rules - see Appendix A.

A draft of Playing Rules for team tournament games played by email was presented and after discussion was approved by Congress - see Appendix B.

The Chairman of the Appeals Tribunal reported that the Tribunal had thus far handled nine appeals; in two of these cases, the decision of the Tournament Director had been amended. It was agreed to strengthen the Tribunal, and Mr. G. Radosztics was added. A second new member would be confirmed after Congress.

The Deputy President (Rules) outlined the timetable for consideration of changes to rules, as follows:

Playing Rules
All proposals to reach the Playing Rules Commission Chairman (Dr. J. Canibal (CZE)) by 31.10.1999; late proposals might not be considered until the 2004 revision. A list of suggestions and recommendations will be sent to member federations around 31.12.1999. Comments on these should be sent to the Chairman and to the Deputy President (Rules) by 15.3.2000, and the finalized suggestion list will be included with the invitation papers for the 2000 Congress.

Tournament Rules
All proposals to reach the Deputy President (Rules) by 31.10.1999; late proposals might not be considered until the 2004 revision. A suggested outline of the framework will be sent to member federations around 31.12.1999. Comments on these should be sent to the Deputy President (Rules) by 15.3.2000, and the finalized outline will be included with the invitation papers for the 2000 Congress. That Congress might be in a position to accept the new rules, or might choose to defer final acceptance to a subsequent Congress.

Changes were agreed to the membership of the various Rules Commissions, as follows:

Tournament Rules Commission

Chairman:
Deputy President (Rules)

Withdrawn:
J. Dorner (GUA), A.J.C. Rawlings (ENG)

Added:
Ing. D. Biella-Bianchi (PER), E. Bösenberg (GER), Dr. J. Canibal (CZE), 
J-C. Lüers (GER), 
L. Madonia (ITA)

Rating Rules Commission

Withdrawn:
J. Alingh Prins (NLD)

Added:
R. Wikman (FIN)

Playing Rules Commission

Withdrawn:
B.V. Bramburg (RUS)

Added:
N.M. Poleshchuk (RUS)

Working Group - Guidelines

Withdrawn:
N.E. Patrici (ARG)

Added:
C. Flores Gutiérrez (ESP)

After discussion regarding the excessive length of certain tournaments and the consequent need for adjudications, a sub-committee was appointed to bring specific proposals to the Tournament Rules Commission by 31.12.1999, with a view to adoption at the 2000 Congress:

Chairman:
Dr. J. Canibal (CZE)

Members:
E. Bösenberg (GER)


H-E. Lüers (GER)


A.A. van 't Riet (NLD)


Prof. M. Zavanelli (USA)

It was stressed that Tournament Offices Controllers, and through them the individual Tournament Directors, were charged with responsibility for speeding up tournaments and that each Tournament Office was expected to report on the situation to each Congress.

The Deputy President (Development) reported first on development strategy and plans. The 1998 Congress had agreed to the establishment of a Marketing Commission, and this had been done with the following members and responsibilities:

Chairman:
A.A. van 't Riet (NLD)

Members:
T. Habermehl (GER)
writing of a brochure to aid the recruiting of new member countries 


P.F. Hegoburu (ARG)
press officer


E. Karelin (RUS)
contact person for new, interested countries


S-Å. Kronberg (SVE)
collecting addresses of chess magazines and of players in non-member countries; exchange of website hyperlinks


G. Walker (SWZ)

Work on writing the 'new member countries' brochure was under way. The German original would be passed to the General Secretary-elect for translation into English and then to the President for final review, before being used in the recruitment of new member federations etc.

The sponsorship agreement with Interchess  for the first Email Chess World Championship would lead to a series of free advertisements for ICCF in 'New In Chess' in coming years - details of the agreement can be found in appendix C. Four magazines based in Europe and USA had been identified as the most cost-effective vehicles for advertising, and this would be pursued during the coming year. Henceforth sponsorship would be a specific responsibility of the ICCF President

The Press Officer reported on progress in that sphere, and recommended a monthly bulletin of not more than two pages per issue, containing tournament information, including games. It would be sent to a selected number of chess magazines, newspapers and websites, and would be available at the ICCF Website. The precise distribution method was yet to be settled by his successor, since he would be standing down from this position as soon as possible in view of his election as Marketing Director.

The ICCF website was hosting a series of introductory texts about our sport; volunteers would be needed to maintain and expand these. An internet appeal for helpers, written by the President, had produced a number of promising reactions, and all would be followed up after the Congress by appropriate Presidium Members/Officers

Regarding hyperlink exchange, there had been no progress other than to draft possible texts, which were presented to Congress and received favourable comment.

The Deputy President (Development) outlined the history of the 'official organ' of ICCF, 'Fernschach International', and remarked that there was in fact a three-way arrangement also involving the German federation. The President then reported on the outcome of a survey he had conducted, which showed that while Fernschach is still well-regarded in general by delegates and ICCF Officials, there remain areas of possible change for mutual benefit. He would discuss these with the publisher of the magazine.

In a short presentation, the Editor of 'Chess Mail' indicated a wish to continue to publish most ICCF results. For the year 2000, the publication would have eight issues, and while he wished to maintain good relations with ICCF it was not economically viable to continue to supply a free copy to each delegate but he would offer them special terms.

The ICCF Webmaster demonstrated the website for the benefit of those who had not used it online. He emphasized that a website is always 'under construction', as was evidenced by the fact that some tournament details were not complete. There was a difficulty for him in that software version differences required his helpers to use Danish language versions. He outlined his development plans for the site, particularly for further extension of easily accessible services, and he would be looking for volunteers to assist with the more technical aspects. He presented site access statistics which showed an average  of around 400 visitors daily, with a noticeable peak when new rating data is made available. 

It was suggested that at some point in the near future the ICCF Website might become the 'official organ'; the information there is, and will remain, free to players, spectators and magazine publishers.

The ICCF 2000 Project Leader provided a full and comprehensive report, with the following key points:

After a very successful meeting with Messrs. Ivan Bottlik and Gabor Gyuricza (HUN), the “History” chapter has been structured as follows: a) History of CC before 1928 (IFSB); b) IFSB 1928 – 1939; c) CC during World War II; d) ICCA / ICCF (1945-1999); e) Basic CC bibliography. This chapter will be written by Mr. Bottlik and proof-read by GM Hermann Heemsoth.

With the help from Messrs. Harding, Bielecki and Berthelsen, good progress had been made with the collection and collation of memorable ICCF tournaments and games.

It was agreed that suitable editors, publishers and distributors, and also appropriate advertisers, would be sought by the President, the Treasurer and Mr. T.D. Harding in co-ordination with the Project Leader. Sponsorship and advertising would be dealt with by the Marketing Commission.

Many articles from National federations had been received, but sadly the following federations had not submitted one for inclusion in the book: Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Greece, Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Malawi, Malta, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Turkey, Ukraine, and Wales. A final deadline of 30.11.1999, was agreed, after which date no more new information will be included.

After a thorough evaluation, it was decided not to proceed with the development of a CD-ROM containing an ICCF games collection and extra data. Congress approved the proposal to release ICCF games archives via the ICCF Website, in stages.

It was decided that the introduction to the book would be in all five official ICCF languages, but that the remainder would appear only in English. However, all member federations would be permitted to translate all or part of the book into their own languages without copyright restriction.

Congress was reminded that more interesting photographic material would be very welcome. Photographs should be sent to the ICCF President, and originals would be returned when the book is ready for publication.

The ICCF Archivist (Tournaments and Gamescores) reported that game collection and input continued only slowly. After discussion, it was decided that commercial publication was not viable for ICCF. All ICCF email games were made available at 'The Correspondence Chess Place', and this policy would apply too to all postal games from Master Class and above.

The President remarked briefly on the possible foundation of a permanent ICCF historical archive Centre  (similar to the Max Euwe Centre in Amsterdam), perhaps in Germany perpetuating the name and work of benefactor H-W. Von Massow. The President  would pursue the issue of feasibility with the German federation. Sponsorship would be required for premises, and it might be possible to find a sympathetic local government authority.

The Marketing Director-elect spoke of his future plans. He emphasized the competitive nature of the market, and the ongoing need for a business focus. There was a need for effective and improving customer service and brand identity. ICCF, in his opinion, could not afford to rest on its laurels; it needed to constantly look for breakthrough improvements, and thus to remain significantly ahead of the competition.

He said that a media-friendly public relations focus was essential, which should stress the uniqueness of what ICCF offers (legitimate titles, a true World Championship, and so on) and also the quality of service. He would produce and distribute to delegates an executive summary detailing a market analysis and a future marketing strategy. For the forthcoming year, he felt the major focus should be on advertising and publicity.

At the conclusion of the Deputy President (Development) Report, the ICCF President expressed sincere appreciation for the outstanding contributions of Mr. Nol van 't Riet with ICCF developments.  He had been responsible for the creation of the ICCF Rating System, the enhancement of the European TO and for Marketing plans/initiatives and he had given tremendous service. He hoped Mr. Van 't Riet would continue to be available as an adviser to the President and to the Presidium, as well as continuing as delegate for NLD.  Congress gave Mr. Van 't Riet a resounding "vote of thanks".

The ICCF Liaison Officer to FIDE reported that contact with FIDE had been limited to supplying written reports based on Congress minutes; though ICCF title awards were consistently ratified by FIDE, there was no other response to ICCF. It was clear that FIDE and ICCF operate almost in different worlds, with divergent interests and perspectives, linked solely by ICCF's potential for bringing in revenue for FIDE through sponsorships.

FIDE would be issuing a special publication - the 'Golden Book' - to mark their 75th Anniversary later this year. It would include a three page article provided by the ICCF President, plus ICCF reference information.

There were two Matters pertaining to ICCF Statutes .

1. With the impending retirement of Mr. A.A. van 't Riet, it had already been announced that the responsibilities for acting as principal deputy to the President would be transferred to Mr. R. Wikman, Deputy President (Rules) with effect 1/5/99.

It was reported that the remaining duties of the Deputy President (Development) were now concerned with marketing activities and the Presidium recommended that the position would be better described as Marketing Director.

Therefore the following change was agreed unanimously by Congress to ICCF Statute 3.2 :-

Delete - Deputy President (Development)

Add  -  Marketing Director

The respective Outlines of Duties of Presidium members, which are not an integral part of the Statutes, would be suitably modified by the new Presidium, to be effective from 1/1/2000.

2. Concern was expressed about the continuing problems of dual representation in ICCF by two federations from Argentina.

Despite assurances given when the LADAC/CAPA Agreement was signed in 1997 to achieve greater mutual co-operation, with the objective of working towards a unification of representation for all Argentinean CC players, very little progress had been made. Clearly, proper consultation had not taken place on several very important issues, including nominations from Argentina and on proposals for significant changes to ICCF policies and practices. 

A formal letter had been received by ICCF from LADAC, the long established principal authority for CC in Argentina, expressing its dissatisfaction with the existing arrangements and the failure of CAPA to consult properly under the terms and spirit of the 1997 Agreement, before taking unilateral actions on important issues.

Delegates from other member countries were greatly concerned similar unsatisfactory situations could arise elsewhere, with the continuing existence of the special condition contained in ICCF Statute 2.1, allowing for the admission of additional federations from the same country, albeit with restricted membership rights.

A firm proposal was then made that these provisions should be discontinued and that a "notice of intent" should be given that the clause concerning "additional federations" would be formally proposed for deletion from the ICCF Statutes at the next ICCF Congress in Florida 2000.

This proposal was approved unanimously by the Congress.

The effect of this proposal would result in the lapsing of the separate CAPA membership in ICCF but it was hoped that, in the interim period, a  comprehensive and durable arrangement within Argentina would be made for the unification of international representation for all Argentinean CC players.

The Zonal Director (Latin America) and the delegate for the principal federation LADAC, gave assurances that their organizations would use their best endeavours to work constructively, with an "Amici Sumus" spirit, to achieve this objective.  It was important to ensure that all CC players from Argentina, including CAPA members, would continue to have the right to participate in ICCF (and CADAP) tournaments and activities, via LADAC. CAPA was urged to co-operate with LADAC and the Zonal Director to complete and establish the necessary arrangements prior to the next ICCF Congress.

Under Matters pertaining to Internal Work, Congress accepted unanimously and enthusiastically the Presidium's proposal to establish a 'Friends of ICCF' logo scheme allowing websites to use a prestigious logo. The award would be to those websites that satisfied two criteria:

· Substantial supporter and promoter of ICCF via an Internet correspondence chess site.

· Publication of ICCF news, information, results and games, in accordance with ICCF policy and in close co-operation with the ICCF Webmaster and senior officials.

Recommendations for awards would be made by the Presidium for approval by Congress, as would recommendations for termination of awards for sites considered to be no longer actively supportive of ICCF.

The Presidium proposed two awards, both of which were approved unanimously by Congress:

· To the 'Chess Mail' website, www.chessmail.com

· To 'The Correspondence Chess Place', www.correspondencechess.com

There were no Matters pertaining to External Work
The timing of future Congresses was discussed; an informal vote showed a small majority in favour of moving to the first week of October, starting possibly in 2001.

On behalf of the Federation of the USA, Ruth Ann Fay gave a most entertaining presentation of what delegates could expect at the 2000 Congress in Daytona Beach, Florida. From September 16th to 22nd.

It was restated that the 2001 Congress would be hosted by the Italian Federation, and would take place at the well-known Adriatic resort of Rimini.

A provisional offer had been received from the Belgian Federation to host the 2002 Congress but as no further details were available, a formal decision for 2002 was deferred until next year.

A firm offer was made by the Czech Federation to host the 2003 Congress with active support from the Slovak federation, and this was accepted with gratitude by Congress.

A firm offer was made by the Brazilian Federation to host the 2004 Congress, either in the Copacabana district of Rio de Janeiro or in a smaller and more tranquil resort within 200km of the capital. This offer was accepted enthusiastically by Congress.

At the end of the 1999 Congress, the ICCF President thanked all ICCF officials for their valuable work throughout the last year and during the Congress. He also commended all participants for their valued contributions and remarked especially on the co-operative spirit of the meetings. Many momentous decisions had been reached which would help ICCF to move forward with confidence and success into the new Millennium.

The President expressed sincere thanks to the Swiss Federation, its President and host Mr. George Walker and the organizing committee, making particular mention of Mr. Jürgen Zarske for assistance both before and during the Congress. He then declared the closure of the 1999 Congress, expressing the hope that all would meet again in Florida in 2000.

Alan P. Borwell,
Alan J.C. Rawlings     

(ICCF President)
(ICCF General Secretary)



APPENDIX A

Playing Rules for individual tournament games played by email

1
Play and control

A
Games shall be played in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable.

B
A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and the progress of the games.

C
Games shall be played by email. If a player should lose email access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish email access within 30 days, he will be considered having withdrawn from the tournament.

2
Transmissions

A
Moves shall be numbered and sent

B
in the Numeric or a mutually agreed notation

C
by email messages

D
bearing the name and email address of the sender and

E
a continuous record of all moves made and the confirmation of the date on which the opponent's latest message was sent.

F
The sender shall record on the message

G
the date on which the opponent’s latest message was received and

H
the anticipated date of the reply.

I
Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move.

J
When the anticipated reply date does not agree with the anticipated mailing date, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move.

K
The time used for the move (see 6D) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded.

L
The normal accepted time of the email transmission is one day. If a longer transmission time is declared, it may be referred to the Tournament Director for a ruling.

3
Failure to reply

A
Should there be no reply to any move within 14 days, the full details shall be repeated with copy to the Tournament Director.

B
If no reply is received after a further 14 days, the player shall inform the Tournament Director immediately and wait for his decision.

C
Games in which no move has been sent for 40 days may be scored as lost to players who have not informed the Tournament Director about the delay.

4
Moves and continuations

A
No legal move shall be retracted after mailing - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves.  A correct repetition of the latest move is necessary for the sender’s reply move to be valid.

B
Illegible or illegal moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question.

C
A message mailed without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move.

D
The omission or addition of chess indications (such as: check, captures, en passant) is without significance.

E
Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed.

F
Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply.

G
When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move.

5
Records and reports

A
Continual record of the game shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Tournament Director upon request.

B
If a player does not answer enquiries from the Tournament Director, that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament.

C
Changes of permanent email and/or postal address shall be notified to the Tournament Director and opponents.

D
The Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

E
The Tournament Director and opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of hardware or software occurs.

6
Time allowed and penalties

A
Each competitor is allowed 40 days for every 10 moves.

B
The time limit may be exceeded once.

C
Time saved shall be carried forward.

D
The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent's latest move was received and the mailing date of the reply.

E
Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move.

F
A penalty of five days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible or illegal move, or incorrectly repeats the opponent’s latest move.

7
Time exceeding

A
Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

B
At the same time, the opponent shall be informed by an email message with copy to the Tournament Director.

C
Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the message, otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded.

D
The Tournament Director shall inform both players of the decision. If the Tournament Director upholds a first claim, a new count of the opponent’s time shall begin on the date the message about the claim was received.

E
A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed for the second time shall forfeit the game.

F
If the Tournament Director dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current period of 40 days for 10 moves shall be accepted.

8
Leave

A
Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 day's leave during each calendar year.

B
Players taking leave must inform their opponents and the Tournament Director in advance.

C
In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 day's additional leave per annum which in exceptional circumstances may he back-dated and/or extended.

D
If a player answers a move during his leave, the remaining leave for that game is cancelled and normal time shall be counted.

9
Withdrawal

In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall decide whether all the games shall be annulled or the remaining games adjudicated or scored as losses.

10
Adjudication

A
If no result has been agreed by the date set for the close of play, both competitors shall submit to the Tournament Director within 30 days, a record of the moves played,

B
the position reached and

C
a statement claiming either a win or a draw which may be supported by analysis.

D
Competitors not wishing to submit analysis forfeit the right to appeal.

E
The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator’s decision to both competitors indicating whether it is subject to appeal.

11
Adjudication appeals

A
Any appeal against the adjudicator’s decision must be mailed to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the notification,

B
whereupon the Tournament Director shall obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both competitors.  The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted from either player.

C
Additional analysis may be submitted with an appeal.

12
Reporting results

A
As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent by email to the Tournament Director by both players, preferably in PGN format.

B
The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record.

C
Should no record be received from either player, the result may be scored as lost by both.

13
Decisions and appeals

A
The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and

B
any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director.

C
Any competitor may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Tribunal, whose ruling shall be final.



APPENDIX B

Playing Rules for team tournament games played by email

1
Play and Control 

A
Games shall be played by email, in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable. 

B
A Tournament Director (TD) shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and the progress of the games. 

C
Each team has a Team Captain who shall maintain contact on behalf of the players with the Tournament Director.

D
In cases of misunderstanding between players, the Team Captains should try to solve the problem before it is sent to the Tournament Director.

E
If a player should lose email access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish email access within 30 days, he/she must be replaced by another player who is able to continue the game by email. See Rule 9.

2
Transmissions 

A
Moves shall be numbered and sent 

B
in the international numeric or a mutually agreed notation 

C
by email messages 

D
bearing the complete name and email address of the sender and 

E
a continuous record of all moves and confirmation of the date on which the opponent's latest message was sent. 

F
The sender shall record on the message

G
the date on which the opponent's latest message was received and 

H
the anticipated date of the reply. 

I
Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move. 

J
When the anticipated date does not agree with the actual emailing date shown on the message time-stamp, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move. 

K
The time used for the move (see 6D) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded. 

L
The normal accepted time of the email transmission is one day. If a longer transmission time is declared, it may be referred to the Controller for a ruling. 

3
Failure to Reply 

A
Should there be no reply to any move within 14 days, the full details shall be repeated with copy to the Team Captain. 

B
If no reply is received after a further 14 days, the player shall inform the Team Captain who in turn must notify the Tournament Director immediately and wait for his decision. 

C
Games in which no move has been sent for 40 days may be scored as lost to players whose Team Captain has not informed the Tournament Director about the delay. 

4
Moves and Continuations 

A
No legal move shall be retracted after mailing - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves. 

B
A correct repetition of the latest move (under Rule 2e) is necessary for the sender's reply move to be valid. 

C
Illegible or illegal moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question. 

D
A message mailed without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move. 

E
The omission or addition of chess indications (such as "check", "captures", "en passant") is without significance. 

F
Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed. 

G
Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply. 

H
When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move (Rule 6f). 

5
Records and Reports 

A
All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Team Captain and/or through him to the Tournament Director upon request.

B
If a player does not answer enquiries from the Team Captain (or through him from the Tournament Director), that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament. See also Rule 9.

C
Changes of permanent email and/or postal address shall be notified to the opponents and the Team Captain who shall inform the Tournament Director.

D
Through the Team Captain the Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

E
Through the Team Captain, the Tournament Director and opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of hardware or software occurs. 

6
Time Allowed and Penalties 

A
Each competitor is allowed 40 days for every 10 moves. 

B
The time limit may be exceeded once. 

C
Time saved shall be carried forward. 

D
The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent's latest move was received and the mailing date of the reply. 

E
Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move. 

F
A penalty of five days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible or illegal move, or incorrectly repeats the opponent's latest move. 

7
Time Exceeding 

A
Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move. 

B
At the same time, the opponent shall be informed of the claim by an email message with copies to the Team Captain and Tournament Director. 

C
Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, within 14 days of receiving the message. Otherwise the claim will be deemed to be conceded. 

D
The Tournament Director shall inform both Team Captains of the decision, and it is the responsibility of the captains to notify their players without delay. 

E
If the Tournament Director upholds a first claim, a new count of the opponent's time shall begin on the date the message about the claim was received.

F
A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed for the second time shall forfeit the game.

G
If the Controller dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current period of 40 days for 10 moves shall be accepted. 

8
Leave 

A
Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 days leave during each calendar year. Unused leave cannot be carried forward into subsequent years.

B
Players taking leave must inform their opponents and, through the Team Captain,  the Tournament Director in advance. 

C
In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 days additional leave per annum, which in exceptional circumstances may be back-dated and/or extended. 

D
If a player answers a move during his leave, the remaining leave for that game is cancelled and normal time shall be counted. 

9
Withdrawal and Substitutions

A
The TD, when sending out start-lists, should ensure that all players and Team Captains are aware of the possibility of substitutions.

B
In the event of death, or of withdrawal (whether through loss of email connection or for any other reason), the Tournament Director shall call upon the Team Captain to replace this player within two months.

C
The substitute player may be required to start with a first time limit exceeding. The new count starts on a date set by the Tournament Director.

D
If it is not possible for the Team Captain to get the necessary documents from the substituted player, the opposing Team Captain shall provide them.

E
If no substitute player is available, the Tournament Director shall decide whether the remaining games shall be adjudicated or scored as losses.

F
A team may substitute at most 50% of its players in case of withdrawal, and only make one substitution per board, but there is no limit for cases of death. 

10
Adjudication 

A
If no result has been agreed by the date set for the close of play, both competitors shall submit to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, within 30 days, a record of the moves played, 

B
the position reached and 

C
a statement claiming either a win or a draw, which may be supported by analysis. 

D
Competitors who do not submit analysis forfeit the right to appeal.

E
The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator's decision to both Team Captains indicating whether it is subject to appeal. 

11
Adjudication Appeals 

A
Any appeal against the adjudicator's decision must be mailed to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, within 14 days of receiving the notification, 

B
whereupon the Tournament Director shall obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both Team Captains. The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted from either player. 

C
Additional analysis may be submitted with an appeal. 

12
Reporting Results 

A
As soon as possible after ending a game, the results and a clear record of the moves played (preferably in PGN format) shall be sent by email to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captains, by both players. 

B
The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record. 

C
Should no record be received from either Team Captain, the result may be scored as lost by both players. 

13
Decisions and Appeals 

A
The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and 

B
any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director. 

C
Any Team Captain may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Tribunal, whose ruling shall be final.


APPENDIX C

Arrangement between ICCF and New in Chess, about the sponsoring of the first Email Chess World Championship

Semifinals, 3/4-Finals and Final

· ICCF collects all the games of every round and offers them to New in Chess, which will include them on a CD-ROM

· New in Chess offers this CD-ROM free for all players of that round

· the winner of each group gets two years free subscription to New in Chess

· the second placed players of each group gets four NiC Yearbooks (paperback or CD-ROM)

New in Chess Analyses Prizes

· for each CD-ROM the players are invited to compete for the New in Chess Analyses Prizes

· therefore they have to send in one or more annotated games

· ICCF will compose a commission which will evaluate these analyses 

· New in Chess offers the prize money for the best analyses: a first prize of NLG 500 (about CHF 385), four prizes of NLG 250 and five prizes of NLG 100

· New in Chess has the right to publish all the analyses which have been sent in, in their own publications, with references to the tournament

Obligations of ICCF

· in all expressions of ICCF about the first Email Chess World Championship it will be stated that the tournament is 'Sponsored by New in Chess'

· on the ICCF website this is also printed at each cross table of this tournament

· on the ICCF website a hyperlink to the website of New in Chess will be included

Obligations of New in Chess

· on the New in Chess website an hyperlink to the ICCF website will be included

· as can be foreseen from now on until the end of the tournament New in Chess will regularly include in issues of the magazine a small advertisement for ICCF (see the annex) and the first Email Chess World Championship

· together we must find a way in which we can publish regularly about the tournament in New in Chess and on the New in Chess website

Continuity

· the second Email Chess World Championship will start in Spring 2001

· this means that ICCF and New in Chess will decide at the end of 2000 whether they will continue their co-operation at that tournament

· in that case the CD-ROMs of several tournaments can be combined 

Alkmaar 13.9.99

ICCF
New in Chess

Nol van 't Riet
Wim Andriessen

Deputy President Development
Publisher
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