ICCF CONGRESS 2005

Villa La Angostura, Argentina

30th October to 4th November 2005

The ICCF Congress 2005, in conjunction with meetings of the ICCF Executive Board and the Management Committee, took place in the Resort Bahia Manzano, Villa La Angostura, Neuquén Province, Argentina, from 30th October to 4th November 2005.

The Congress was arranged and hosted by the Liga Argentina de Ajedrez por Correspondencia (LADAC) and its President Carlos Cranbourne, and the hotel facilities and hospitality offered by LADAC were remarkable. The meeting was originally planned for the Convention Centre, but that was for very large groups (450 people) so the hotel location was more appropriate. The hotel management and cooperation was excellent and they made sure everything was always ready and well prepared. Also, the resort had a beautiful view of the Manzano Bay on Lake Nahuel Huapi, with outdoor dining facilities.

Participants of the Congress, and accompanying families and friends, were offered an extensive programme of events, including an excursion to the city of San Carlos de Bariloche (ski resort town). There was also a programme for ladies and families provided by the hosts.

The Opening Banquet took place at Mesidor, the summer residence of the Governor of the Neuquén Province. Everyone was treated to typical local dishes (empanadas, asado and salads) in this wonderful property by the shores of the Nahuel Huapi Lake. Additionally, a new musical entertainment of popular songs was performed by the same two musicians who had previously done so during the short cultural programme on Sunday morning.
There was the traditional ICCF Blitz Tournament, with chess sets kindly provided by Círculo de Ajedrez “Torre Blanca” in Buenos Aires, which was won by GM Fritz Baumbach.

An optional post-Congress tour to Southern Chile (organised by Liga Chilena de Ajedrez Postal, LICHAP, and its President Guillermo Toro) was offered.

Congress participants (memberships of Commissions are listed in Appendix A)

Angel Acevedo Villalba (PER)

Sultan Mohammed Al Kuwari (QAT) as delegate
Marcio Barbosa de Oliveira (BRA) as delegate with proxies for Peru and Colombia
Dr. Fritz Baumbach (GER) as delegate with proxies for Hungary and Switzerland, and as Acting Deputy President

Carlos Bet (ARG)

Witold Bielecki (POL) as delegate with proxies for Croatia and Turkey and Chairman of the ICCF Tournament Rules Commission

Antonio Brito Moura (POR) as delegate

Petr Buchnicek (CZE) as delegate with proxies for Slovakia and Bulgaria

Pablo Buj (ARG)

Jaromir Canibal (CZE) as delegation member
Carlos Cranbourne (ARG) as delegate with proxies for Nicaragua and Guatemala
Ruth Ann Fay (USA) as delegation member and as ICCF Zonal Director (North America / Pacific) and Acting Financial Director

José Daniel Finkelstein (ARG) as Title Tournaments Commissioner

Artis Gaujens (LAT) as delegate with proxies for Lithuania and Mexico

Gustavo Glinz (ARG) as delegation member

Claudio Javier Goncalves (ARG) as delegation member

Sergey Ya. Grodzensky (RUS) as delegate with proxies for Belarus and India

Angel Pablo Guido (ARG) as delegation member

Pedro F. Hegoburu (ARG) as ICCF Membership and Services Director, ICCF Acting World Tournaments Director, and Chairman of the Tournaments Commission and Arbiter Review Commission

Everdinand Knol (RSA) as delegate with proxies for Tunisia and Kazakhstan

Antonio Macchia (URU) as delegate with proxies for Ecuador and Venezuela

Gianni Mastrojeni (ITA) as delegate with proxies for Slovenia and Iceland

Michael Millstone (USA) as delegation member

Essa Moussa Abu Holayqah (QAT) as delegation member

Ing. Josef Mrkvička (CZE) as delegation member

Dr. Vytas Victor Palciauskas (USA) as delegation member

Armando Alexis Pérez Pérez (CUB) as delegate with proxy for Panama

Søren Peschardt (DEN) as delegate with proxies for Norway and Israel

George D. Pyrich (SCO) as delegate with proxies for Malta and Sweden, and as Chairman of Appeals Commission (Other ICCF Rules)

Nol van 't Riet (NED) as Honorary Member and delegate with proxies for Austria and Luxembourg

Éric Ruch (FRA) as delegate with proxies for Ireland and Burkina Faso and as ICCF Qualifications Commissioner

Guillermo F. Toro Solis de Ovando (CHI) as delegate with proxy for Spain, and as ICCF Zonal Director (Latin America)

Sergio Daniel Verducci (ARG)

Ragnar Wikman (FIN) as Honorary Member and delegate with proxies for Estonia and England, and as Chairman of Appeals Commission (Playing Rules)
Prof. Max Zavanelli (USA) as delegate with proxies for Hong Kong and Canada, and as ICCF Acting President, as Deputy President & Development Director, and Chairman of the Presidents’ Commission

Unfortunately, the Zonal Director for Asia/Africa Med Samraoui (ALG) and Honorary President Alan P. Borwell (SCO) could not make it to Congress due to airline troubles, and they sent their apologies and best wishes to Congress.

Opening the Congress, ICCF Acting President Max Zavanelli (USA) gave a speech in English language which was also read in Spanish by GM Guillermo Toro. The Acting President said that the major decisions for ICCF had been taken by past Congresses, and it was our task to only deal with minor changes and improvements at this congress: ICCF needed to continue with what had already been started - we could draw upon our successful past to move forward in the future.

He said we must keep in mind that ICCF is an organization of federations, not individuals, and that one person is not so important. We must also remember that every federation has a different environment, structure, and situation. Our ability to accommodate all, the true meaning of Amici Sumus, is the secret of our success. This means that when we have a democratic vote and it is not unanimous, then we must pay attention to even a single dissenting voice. Of course there can be philosophical differences. But we should avoid disagreements and instead allow players to choose what suits them best. We can let players play by post, by email, by webserver or by any other means. We should encourage organizers to be flexible and creative in their design of tournaments and time control. We must support all forms of correspondence chess. We must not argue over what form as that - like a chess opening – is a matter of preference, but we can recommend and tell others of improvements.

Additionally, ICCF should not forget that the needs of ordinary players can be quite different from that of the top players. The ordinary player wants an entertaining and pleasant experience with the minimal amount of accounting, recording, distractions, and difficulties in getting timely moves from his opponent, and ICCF must provide that. Too many of our rules are designed for the World Champions and not for players who wish to just enjoy a game of Chess. The web server technology is a huge step in the right direction toward this goal.

And lastly, we must not forget the organizers and administrators who work long and hard on a volunteer basis so we can have tournaments. Without organizers, we would have no tournaments and our great players would have no opportunity to show their ability and win glory. In correspondence chess, we have been blessed with another type of top player, world champions who are humble, who are human beings, who are true to Amici Sumus. ICCF has been blessed with great workers and organizers – especially in the world tournament office. The work of Pedro Hegoburu, Daniel Finkelstein, and many others this year had been extraordinary.

In the heat of competition, sometimes a player can have misunderstandings and abuse the tournament director if he does not get his way. Also our TD’s are human; they must interpret the rules and guidelines and make decisions. We should encourage even our most experienced TD’s to ask advice of other senior TD’s when the situation is unusual. And as the former President Josef Mrkvička, correctly pointed out, we must not shout at our volunteers.
So the Acting President proposed that our theme for this Congress would be the spirit of Amici Sumus, that of accommodation to the views and opinions and situations of others.

The Acting President then paid tribute to the memories of all CC friends who had passed away since the Mumbai 2004 Congress, including the CC Grandmaster Simon Webb (ENG), long-year ICCF Tournament Director Harro Otte (GER), Vaclav Rut (CZE), Alvaro Rosa (POR), Zsolt Timár (HUN), Giancarlo de Lorenzo (ITA), Alberto Laurencena (ARG) and delegate and Senior International Master Ilja Hristov (BUL). Delegates stood in two minutes silence to the memory of all departed CC friends.

Ending the two-minute silence, the Acting President declared the 2005 ICCF Congress, duly opened.

1. Approval of Minutes of 2004 Congress

The draft Minutes of the ICCF Congress 2004, held in India, had been published at the ICCF web site and circulated to delegates and officials.

With no corrections required to be made, the ICCF Congress 2004 Minutes were formally adopted and signed by the former ICCF President Josef Mrkvicka and the Membership & Services Director Pedro F. Hegoburu.

2. Former President’s Report

The former ICCF President Josef Mrkvicka gave a short report on his work between the 2004 Congress in Mumbai and his resignation in late December 2004. He said that he hoped to be able to contribute to ICCF in future again, but that he wouldn't be ready to accept any Senior position before 2007. He was thanked for the work done and Congress gave him a round of applause.

3. Membership matters

The Membership and Services Director reported that an application for membership had been received from Burkina Faso (BFCCF - Burkina Faso Correspondence Chess Federation). It was agreed unanimously by Congress that Burkina Faso should be admitted to ICCF membership.

Two Federations were in arrears for two years for their dues, caused by communication problems. The Executive Board proposed they be allowed to vote during Congress sessions, and to give them until December 31, 2005 to resolve their obligations with the Financial Director, otherwise their membership would be suspended and they would not be able to nominate individuals or teams to ICCF competitions.

4. Bertl von Massow Awards and other awards

The Acting President presented a bronze medal for Achim Soltau (GER) according to what was agreed to in the 2004 Congress in India: he had tied for 3rd place in World Championship Final 16, but with a lesser SB score.

The Acting President outlined the background and principles for the Bertl von Massow awards, with the original criteria for these awards defined as follows:

"These medals in Gold and Silver will be awarded respectively for 15 and 10 years of faithful service to ICCF as the Delegate of a National federation, as a member of the Presidium or the Commissions, the European Organizing Committee, or as Tournament Secretary, as well as the Team Captain of a winning or highly placed team in CC Olympiads or Continental Team Tournaments".

In view of structural developments since 1983, it had been agreed previously that service in all Zonal Tournament Offices should be deemed to be included. With the Presidium having been discontinued in Ostrava 2003, service in the Executive Board or Management Committee, should become eligible.

The Acting President then announced names of officials which the ICCF Executive Board considered should receive 2005 awards. Each recipient (or their respective delegate) came forward to receive medals and certificates, with the acclamation of Congress.

In Silver and Gold, for 10 and 15 years meritorious work for ICCF to:

Santiago Cardoso Contreras (MEX)

Jorge Eduardo Deforel (ARG)

Joachim Walther (GER)

In Silver, for 10 years meritorious work for ICCF to:

Egbert Bosemberg (GER)

Guido Bresadola (ITA)

Jose Daniel Finkelstein (ARG)

Thed Klauner (LUX)

Dmitry Lybin (BLR)

Francois Riva (LUX)

5. Financial matters

The Acting President and the Acting Financial Director presented the financial situation and reviewed the many difficulties of transition from the excellent work of the former ICCF Treasurer Carlos Flores Gutierrez (ESP) using a Spanish accounting programme to the new Financial Director Grayling Hill (USA) in 2004 and 2005, who did not use an accounting programme. When Ruth Ann Fay (USA) kindly volunteered to become emergency Financial Director in late September 2005, we had to start by setting up the books in a standard accounting programme.

The necessary first step was to insure that the 2004 entries in the new system started from the identical position that had been audited at the close of 2003. The other urgent task was to quickly determine which federations had not paid their 2004 dues and to attempt to collect them immediately. This was an enormous task which was made more difficult by the lack of complete documents and records.
The Auditor was asked to compare the 31-12-2003 Balance Sheet produced by the prior system with the one produced by the new accounting program. The Auditor agreed that the recreated Balance Sheet stated the correct amounts.
During the financial presentation many suggestions were made for improving the accounting and reporting.

The Acting President presented a management version of the 2004 income statement and 2004 yearly balance sheet from the more formal accounting records of the Acting Financial Director. He also presented the 2005 projected income statement and the balance sheet up to September 30, 2005. Additionally, the situation for the year 2006 was also discussed. ICCF’s financial situation is sound and there are adequate resources. However, ICCF needs to go to cash flow reporting and management.

It was explained how all revenues are on an accrual basis on a one year plus delay, while expenditures are mostly on a cash basis, so the formal accounting statements present a serious mismatch of the true economic and cash situation necessary for normal operations.

The speed up plan of the Mumbai 2004 Congress for 6-month invoices to Federations had not been implemented by the Financial Director Grayling Hill. A timetable of procedures of theory and practice was presented as information.
	Theory
	
	Practice

	November 30
	Tournament office gives Treasurer entries up until then.
	Late December

	December 31
	Treasurer would send out billing to countries for Fed. Membership, entries and expense form for TD reimbursement. Countries have 30 days to pay.
	Late January

	January
	Countries disagree and sort out billings, negotiate over errors.
	Late February

	
	Accrual entries actually made to accounting system.
	March

	Mumbai Financial Plan
	Speed up in receivables by having Financial Director send half-year billings by June 30 to all countries


It was pointed out that the Mumbai Financial Plan was not practical for small Federations anyway and greatly increased the work of the Financial Director and the transaction expenses. Instead, it should be implemented only for the largest Federations (paying in excess of CHF 800 per year). This was passed unanimously.

Many suggestions were made by the Acting President and even more proposals were included in the Acting Financial Directors’ report which had been distributed prior to Congress. Approval was also given to charge a fee of CHF 1 per game to be collected from events organised by National clubs affiliated to any ICCF Member Federation, and which are hosted on the ICCF Webchess server. This was also approved unanimously.

The Acting Financial Director thanked both Alan P. Borwell and Carlos Flores Gutierrez for their help over the last two months in dealing with financial matters, and John Knudsen (USA) for sending details on PayPal transfers. Special thanks were given to Stefan Salzmann (SUI) for looking after ICCF’s Central Account and Investments in Switzerland.

6. Executive Board nominations for open positions

The Executive Board nominated Frank Geider (FRA) to be World Tournaments Director, and Michael Millstone (USA) to be Direct Entry Coordinator. Both were unanimously approved by Congress.

The Executive Board asked Congress for nominations to the Financial Director position and Online Gamescore Archivist, since Wes Green (USA) had expressed his desire to end his good work. George Pyrich (SCO) proposed to take the position once he had a job description. Congress also proposed that the Postal Gamescore Archivist (Laurent Tinture – FRA) share some of the work with the Online Games Archivist, since postal CC was decreasing rapidly.

Michael Millstone (USA) gave an excellent speech to introduce himself to the Congress. He indicated that he would be willing to be nominated for Financial Director position too. After the election for President, the Executive Board nominated him for the vacant Financial Director position.
Similarly, after the Presidential election, Claudio Gonçalves (ARG) volunteered to fill the Marketing Commissioner position, as it was made vacant by the election of Med Samraoui (ALG) as new ICCF President.
Both Michael Millstone (USA) as the new Financial Director as well as Claudio Gonçalves (ARG) as the new Marketing Commissioner were unanimously approved by Congress.
7. Election for President

The vote was supervised by the Acting President, with help from the former ICCF President Josef Mrkvicka and the Title Tournaments Commissioner Daniel Finkelstein (a non-voting delegate or official). After votes were cast, the final count threw a result of 37 votes in favour of Med Samraoui (ALG) and 18 votes for Claudio Goncalves (ARG). Thus, Mr. Samraoui was elected as new ICCF President until December 31, 2007.

8. Matters arising from previous Congresses

There were none.

9 (and 10). Meetings of discussion groups and Webserver Development

The Congress Agenda had provided for two Working Groups (one on Tournament Rules and another on Webserver development) to meet on the Sunday afternoon, but it was finally decided that it would be better for the entire Congress to attend to both presentations, and thus avoid a duplication of reports under items 9 and 10.

Therefore, the first presentation was done by Pedro Hegoburu, who reported on the extensive work done by the Tournaments Commission during 2005 in order to analyse the ICCF tournament structure and come up with suggestions for changes to be made in this years’ Congress.

Since the meeting was that of a Working Group (where information and discussions take place, but no voting is done) decisions on all issues were postponed until the actual Tournament item took place in the Agenda. However, the document and proposed changes were warmly received by Congress and a further meeting was scheduled for later in the week to fine-tune some pending items.

Due to the absence of Alan Borwell, the presentation of the Webserver Development Steering Committee (Phase 2) was kindly done by the committee member Nol van ‘t Riet (NED).

The tremendous success of the ICCF Webserver in only 9 months of operation in 2005 was noted. It had already surpassed e-mail activity.

Congress approved the establishment of a new position of Webserver Manager. Finances and expenses were discussed. It was highly desirable that ICCF find a volunteer to work on webserver maintenance and reduce related expenses from professionals, who would be better off doing work on enhancements.

The Webserver Development Steering Committee (WDSC) requested Congress to approve a CHF 10,000 budget for Phase 3, which was unanimously approved.

In his capacity as Acting World Tournaments Director, Mr. Hegoburu had had extensive experience in working with the ICCF webserver, and he suggested several changes to improve our system. Many of these proposals had also been discussed during the Executive Board meeting the prior day. For example, of highest priority were operational items concerning crosstables, non-randomised assignment of players, and activity reports. Mr. Hegoburu would deliver a detailed written report to the WDSC so that these suggestions could be prioritised by the WDSC and work could then be done by the programmers.

11. Presidents’ Commission proposals

Substantial work was done by the Presidents’ Commission to resolve new problems discovered in the ICCF Statutes, concerning holding an Extraordinary Congress and the sudden vacancy of a President.

These proposals were discussed in detail by Congress and further amendments were made to the originals proposals. After these amendments, Congress voted unanimously in favour of amending our Statutes. These are attached as Annex B.

Annex C contains further changes related to ICCF Meetings, which are required following changes to the ICCF Statutes.

12. ICCF Archives and gamescores

Our two Gamescore Archivists, Wes Green (USA) and Laurent Tinture (FRA) had continued to do top work for ICCF. Sadly, Wes Green had informed he would retire from this position, but he kindly agreed to provide a job description to help find his replacement, and also to continue receiving gamefiles until someone would take over from him.

13. Webmaster and Internet matters

Because of the absence of the ICCF Webmaster Evelin Radosztics, her report was presented by Pedro Hegoburu.

The Webmaster had been working on a new ICCF Website, in order to introduce a much better content management system (CMS). The new website would be ready soon, but not before the contents from the current site were “moved”, and before doing this, it was desired that any and all outdated documents and information be identified and new sets of documents be provided. Therefore, it was desirable to have some people surf over our website and pinpoint documents that needed corrections or updates.

A new subdomain had been created in order to host the excellent “ICCF Congresses” website maintained by Maurizio Sampieri (ITA) (http://congress.iccf.com).

Also in 2005, the first Editor of “ICCF Amici” webmagazine (Alex Dunne – USA) had stepped down, and we were glad to have appointed Raymond Boger (NOR) as his successor. Congress thanked Alex for his work and wished Raymond much success.

The Webtables team had welcomed Michele Rinesi (ITA) as successor to Luz Marina Tinjaca’ (ITA).

The 2004 Congress had also instructed the Membership and Services Director to draft a set of Website and E-mail policies, and this was done throughout 2005 and Congress was presented a draft, which was approved. The full text is attached as Annex D.
14. Marketing and Publication matters

Due to the absence of the Chairman of the Marketing Commission (Med Samraoui), the report was presented by one of its committee members (Nol van ‘t Riet).

The Commission had been gathering e-mail addresses and contacts from players who are participating in ICCF events but who are not members of an ICCF affiliated National Federation. The next step would be to send them the ICCF Brochure and help them create a structure and maybe even affiliate them to ICCF.

Mr. Hegoburu proposed to offer promotional 2-game matches to any player in order for them to try out our magnificent webserver. Details would be worked out by him, but the idea would be to accept entries during December, and pair players in unrated 2-game matches. Anyone in the world would be allowed to participate.

Mr. Hegoburu also proposed that a wide marketing action be done for the FIDE Olympiad in Torino, e.g. polo shirts for all players with ICCF logo; brochures for players and delegates; etc.

The Acting President reported about sponsorship of the ICCF Champions League, which was being provided by ZPR US Small Cap Value Fund (www.zprussmallcap.com and www.zprim.com) and the NSEL30 INDEX FUND (www.nsel30indexfund.com), both Funds being managed by the “Investicijų Portfelių Valdymas” (www.ipv.lt). He expressed his disappointment that changes to the Champions League structure had taken so long to be agreed upon that once everything was ready, the deadline for teams to enter was almost on top of them, and therefore not many teams could benefit from the changes and the sponsorship.

A new agreement was being discussed with New In Chess, and the Membership and Services Director would involve the ICCF President Med Samraoui into the negotiations, which were turning out satisfactorily for both parties.

Regarding the project discussed in Mumbai 2004 on School Tournaments on the Webserver, no report was given.

Under Publications, it was once again noted that the ICCF electronic publication "ICCF Amici" was freely available for anyone to download or read online. More help to the Editor Raymond Boger (NOR) was needed.

Finally, Fritz Baumbach (GER) submitted a proposal for the new ICCF Publication on World Champions and the “World Champions Jubilee event”, which was suggested by Pedro Hegoburu and approved by the ICCF Congress in Ostrava 2003.

The projected book would encompass three sections and several Appendixes. The first section would be on the deceased World Champions. The second part would deal with World Champions who participated in the Jubilee event and the analysis of the 36 games. The third part would be focused on the recent World Champions. In all cases, the player would be profiled with short biographical data, a photograph, and one commented game.

Additionally, the book would contain an Annex in German language, in order to interest German buyers, and an Appendix with updated World Championship crosstables. The outside look and format would be similar to ICCF Gold.

Mr. Baumbach was hoping to interest other collaborators, especially those GMs who participated in the Jubilee event, commenting their own games. Two potential collaborators would be GMs Robin Smith and Dr. Vytas Palciauskas. Pedro Hegoburu would help with the format, cover and updated crosstables, and the Dutch Delegate Nol van ‘t Riet suggested getting in contact with the Dutch endgame expert Jan van Reek, who had already analysed all games in this unique event.

Finally, Mr. Baumbach offered to pre-finance the publication and then to be repaid with sales. It was his intention to have the publication ready for printing by mid-2006.

Congress received this news warmly and unanimously approved the proposals.

15. Qualifications, including rules proposals

The Qualifications Commissioner Eric Ruch (FRA) intimated that relevant titles mentioned in his report could be confirmed and they had been included under Title Awards, as listed in item 16 below. Several title applications had not been submitted in sufficient time by federations, therefore a Revised QC Report had to be prepared for Congress, which had been distributed by the M&SD shortly before Congress.

In his report, the Qualification Commissioner had listed title norms for new individual, team, zonal and invitation tournaments, together with changes to norms which had been established previously.

The Qualifications Commissioner reminded all Tournament Offices, Tournament Directors and National Delegates that they should use the following template when reporting or applying for a norm:

1. Name of the tournament: WC27SF02

2. Start date of the tournament: 20.03.2003

3. Category of the tournament: 7

4. Name a surname of the player: Baiocchi, Giorgio

5. ICCF ID of the player: 240115

6. Nationality: ITA

7. Norm: GM

8. GMs/SIMs: 0/2

9. Number of points for the norm: 9,5/12

10. Score of the player so far: 9,5/11

The LGM, LIM, SIM and IM norms should not be reported if the player had already achieved the corresponding title. The GM norms should always be reported.

16. Title awards

The following title awards were made to the recipients or to respective delegates or proxy holders:

Correspondence Chess International Grandmaster Title (GM)

	Angel Acevedo Villalba (PER)

Marcio Barbosa de Oliveira (BRA)

Horst Broß (GER)

Aleksandr Surenovich Dronov (RUS)

Sante Giuliani (ITA)

Stéphane Goerlinger (FRA)

Alberto González Freixas (ESP)
Tony Hedlund (SWE)
	Névio João (BRA)
Jens Hartung Nielsen (DEN)

Leonid Gershevich Raykin (RUS)

Dieter Reppmann (GER)

Joaquim Pedro Soberano (POR)

Vladimir S. Turkov (RUS)

Alexander Ugge (CAN)

Elio Vassia (ITA)


Correspondence Chess Senior International Master Title (SIM)

	Luiz Almiron (BRA)

Hubert Amann (GER)

Jan Bennborn (SWE)

Gary S. Benson (AUS)

Thomas Betzelt (GER)

Holger Borchers (GER)

Björn Brobakken (NOR)

Wolfgang Brodda (GER)

Iztok Brunsek (SLO)

Andreas Burger (AUT)

Annemarie Burghoff (GER)

Philippe Chopin (FRA)

Gyula Chrobák (HUN)

Alain Del Vecchio (FRA)

Igor M. Dolgov (RUS)

Pedro Drake Diez de Rivera (ESP)

Aleksandr S. Dronov (RUS)

Vladimir Dudyev (UKR)

Sante Giuliani (ITA)

Francisco J. Guevara (GUA)

Jacek Ilczuk (POL)

Jozef Jedrzejczak (POL)

Joncho Kalchev (BUL)

Victor Kashlyuk (UKR)

Stephen Kerr (AUS)

Wladyslaw Krol (POL)

Winfried Kulling (POL)

Sergey P. Kuznetsov (UKR)

David Lafarga Santorromán (ESP)
	Ron Langeveld (NED)

Morten Lilleören (NOR)

Heinrich Lohmann (GER)

David Lozano Kafure (COL)

Petr Makovský (CZE)

Aleksander Marcinkiewicz (POL)

Stefano Moncher (ITA)

Gustavo Morais (POR)

Zbigniew Moscicki (POL)

Maurice Muneret (FRA)

Sakae Ohtake (JPN)

Gintautas Petraitis (LTU)

Thomas Repp (GER)

Gary Ruben (CAN)

Gerhard W. Schmidt (GER)

Günter Schuh (GER)

Jannis Serafim (GRE)

Marjan Šemrl (SLO)

Christopher Sergel (USA)

Claus Sprengelmeier (GER)

Josef Sýkora (CZE)

Tadeusz Szafraniec (POL)

Paul F. Timson (ENG)

Tansel Turgut (TUR)

Elio Vassia (ITA)

Krzysztof Wiacek (POL)

Andrei Yeremenko (UKR)

Adam Zmokly (POL)


Correspondence Chess International Master Title (IM)

	Lothar Arnold (GER)

Francisco de Asís Velilla Velasco (ESP)

Maris Auzins (LAT)

Algirdas Bandza (LTU)

John M. Barrance (NZL)

Manuel J. Bescós Anzano (ESP)

Andrzej Borowiec (POL)

Johannes Braun (GER)

Wolfgang Brodda (GER)

Lorenzo Castellano (ITA)

Claudio Cesetti (ITA)

Walter Geissler (GER)

Virginijus Grabliauskas (LTU)

Christophe Jaulneau (FRA)

Peter Jonckheere (BEL)

Zsolt Karacsony (ROM)

Dr. Riszard Kurylo (LTU)

Pierre Le Bled (FRA)

Heinrich Lohmann (GER)

Jaroslav Němec (CZE)

Bruce Oates (AUS)

Jerzy Plaszczyca (POL)
	Ludvik Pospíšil (CZE)

Alessandra Riegler (ITA)

Ronald Ritsema (NED)

Rimantas Rupsys (LTU)

Guillermo Santana Peñate (CUB)

Andreas Schinke (GER)

Thomas Schwetlick (GER)

Robert Serradimigni (FRA)

Miron Sferle (ROM)

Boris Y. Shulman (RUS)

Aldo Solari (PER)

Janos I. Suto (ENG)

Juraj Václav (SVK)

Marcel Van Tricht (BEL)

Mario Versili (ITA)

David Vrkoc (CZE)

Christopher C. Williams (ENG)

Julian Yepez (PER)

Darius Zagorskis (LTU)

Norbert Zambor (SVK)

Jan Židů (CZE)


Correspondence Chess Ladies International Grandmaster Title (LGM)

	Dr. Jill Barber (ENG)
Annemarie Burghoff (GER)
Vilma Dambrauskaitè (LTU)
Vlasta Horackova (CZE)
	Maria Németh (HUN)
Alessandra Riegler (ITA)
Anja Schmidt (GER)
Maja Zelcic (CRO)


Correspondence Chess Ladies International Master Title (LIM)

María Magdalena Ribelles Sala (ESP)
Correspondence Chess International Arbiter Title (IA)

	Valer Eugen Demian (CAN)

Józef Lubas (POL)
Keith Rodriguez (USA)
	James B. Skeels (USA)
Stanislav Škerlík (SVK)
Wesley K. Underwood (USA)


17. Tournament reports

(i) World Tournaments Director

The report of the Acting World Tournaments Director, Pedro F. Hegoburu, dealt with many issues. Work throughout the year had been very intensive and on multiple issues.

For example, changes had been suggested to the Tournament Rules (see item 20). The eternal problem of withdrawals had also been addressed and it was desired that the issue be further analysed during 2006 and the issue be treated again during the 2006 Congress, because the amendment in Mumbai regarding adjudication of unfinished games still posed problems.
The 2004 Congress in Mumbai had approved one free event on the webserver for all National federations, and although several had been started, there were still many “unused” rights and all federations were invited to organise one such free event.
As far as the “Suspension List” is concerned, the Acting WTD suggested to have it centralised on the ICCF Webserver, given that the administration of all ICCF events (postal, e-mail and webserver) would be done on the webserver and therefore the system would immediately inform the Tournament Office that a certain player is unable to participate because he is on the Suspension List.

During 2005, the number of MFNs used had been higher than in 2004 but still it was closer to the 50% mark and should be higher.
Finally, regarding the lasting problem with the Calendar of Events, it was reported that a detailed Calendar was almost impossible to achieve (bearing in mind ICCF has three different means of transmission to schedule, and so many events), but a simple solution would be to alternate years between ICCF events and Zonal events. So, for example, 2006 would be a year where Zone should begin their events (individual and team events) and in 2007 it would be a year for ICCF to organise international individual and team events.

Mr. Hegoburu ended his report with thanks to his predecessor Chris Lüers, and also to all the Tournaments team of volunteers who work with so much dedication for ICCF.

Under the overall responsibilities of the World Tournament Director, the following additional reports were also presented to Congress:

(ii) Title Tournaments

The Title Tournaments Commissioner reported that the following events had been started since the previous Congress:
· 14 MN sections (2 by post, 8 by e-mail and 4 by webserver)

· 3 GMN sections (2 by e-mail, 1 by webserver)

· 12 WCCC Semifinal sections

· 4 WCCC Candidates sections (2 by e-mail, 1 by webserver, 1 by post)

· 1 WCCC Final (by e-mail)

· 1 Olympiad cycle (by post; 31 teams of 4-players each, in 3 sections)

During 2005, two new World Champions had been crowned: J.J. van Oosterom (NED) and Mrs. Alessandra Riegler (ITA).
The TTC was planning to start WCCC Final 22 (by webserver) in March/April 2006. Other important events planned for the near future were Olympiad 17 Preliminaries (by webserver) to begin after the second half of December, and Olympiad 15 Final (by webserver if all qualified teams agreed to, otherwise by e-mail) as soon as all qualified teams were known.

Regarding this last event, the TTC and WTD suggested to Congress not to apply tie-breakings to qualified teams (either from OLY 14 Final or from OLY 15 Preliminaries), and this was approved unanimously by Congress.

Once again, Congress expressed its thankful appreciation of the TTC’s excellent work throughout 2005.

(iii) Non-Title Tournaments

Because of the absence of the ICCF Non Title Tournaments Commissioner. Eugen Demian (CAN), his report was presented by Pedro Hegoburu (ARG).

The NTTC’s report showed an interesting trend regarding Class events: from January to September 2005, ICCF had organised 14 postal groups, 27 e-mail groups, and 72 webserver groups. This showed great acceptance of webserver play at this level.

World Cup 14 had been organised by Australia: the event had started on December 1, 2004, with the following 11-player sections: 17 postal, 33 e-mail and 11 webserver.
The 2004 Congress had already assigned the organisation of World Cup 15 to the Slovak CC Federation. This year, they submitted a request to drop postal sections and organise it exclusively for e-mail and webserver players. The issue was thoroughly debated and unanimously approved by all present. Germany then offered to organise World Cup 16 (sometime during 2006) exclusively by post, which was gladly accepted by unanimity.

The first Webserver Open Tournament (WOT) had begun in January 2005, with 41 sections of 7 players each. Play was at 10/40 rhythm. It was expected to organise the second WOT on early 2006 (March) and the second stage of the first WOT after consultation with the Central Tournament Leader Guido Bresadola (ITA).

The first regular season of the Champions League also began on December 2004, with 222 teams of 4 players each. The plan is to start the second season on October 2006.
Congress showed its appreciation of the fine work of the NTTC and his team of collaborators.

18. World Tournaments, including Thematics

Because of the absence of the Postal Tournaments Officer, Gian-Maria Tani (ITA), his report was presented by Pedro Hegoburu (ARG).

The trend for postal events seemed to be better than in previous years and it was expected that during 2005 the same number of events as in 2004 would be organised. However, the number of represented countries continued to diminish (29 in 2002, 28 in 2003 and 27 in 2004). 85% of the players came from the European Zone.
In reference to the Jubilee Open Tournament (postal), Mr. Tani informed he had finally been able to close all sections and the Final (Silli system) would begin over the next few months.

Due to the absence of the Thematic Tournament Officer Leonardo Madonia (ITA), Mr. Hegoburu also gave this report to Congress. 
During 2005, Mr. Madonia had had to cancel 4 themes (2 postal and 2 e-mail) due to lack of interested players. For 2006, he again proposed 10 postal themes and 12 e-mail themes, and for the first time, there would be 4 webserver themes. Please refer to Annexes E, F and G to see all themes.

Finally regarding FischerRandom events, Congress decided to discontinue their organisation, by substantial majority vote.

19. E-mail and Webserver tournaments

During 2005 there had been numerous new events started on the ICCF webserver, and the overall feeling was that of satisfaction. Up to October 16 the following events had been hosted on the webserver:

· Chess Mail “Inaugural” event (13 sections of 7 players each)

· Introductory WS event for Nat. Feds. (12 sections of 4-5 players)

· Baltic New ICCF Players Tournament (3 sections of 11-12 players each)

· 13 friendly matches (totalling 214 boards)

· Romanian CC vs. OTB friendly match (2 games)

· 17th Lithuanian Team Championship (4 boards, 10 teams)

· Baltic Club Correspondence Chess Championship (6 boards, 10 teams)

· Liechtenstein museum match (CUB+USA vs. ISR+MRC)

· Hamarat vs. Rest of the World match (2 games)

· Webchess Gambit match (GMs Timmerman and Umansky, 6 games sponsored by Jan van Reek / Chess Events Maastricht Foundation)

· Charity match (Asia/Africa+friends vs. Rest of the World, 67 boards)

20. Other Tournaments proposals, including new structure and long-term schedule of ICCF Tournaments

Many acceptable proposals for invitational individual and team tournaments had been received by the Acting World Tournaments Director, and the following had been confirmed:

Liechtenstein Museum Match

Webserver; 1-game match with players from CUB+USA vs. ISR+MRC; started 8.6.2005

Webchess Gambit Match (NED)

Webserver; 6-game match between GMs Timmerman and Umansky; started 10.7.2005

Dr. Heinz-Wilhelm Dünhaupt memorial (GER)

E-Mail; 15 players, category 12, started 1.8.2005

Simon Fitzpatrick memorial (AUS)

Webserver; 13 players, category 4; started on 21.8.2005

BCCA-100 GM section

A 15-player server tournament with target category X. Start date 15.5.2006. Prize fund provisionally £1250, provided by BCCA, with prizes for the first five finishers. This tournament is sponsored by Chess Mail Ltd., and will form part of their program as ICCF Server Corporate Sponsor. The TD will be an established IA - probably Duncan Chambers.

BCCA-100 IM section

A 15-player server tournament with target category V. Start date 15.5.2006. Prize fund provisionally £250, provided by BCCA, with prizes for the first three finishers. This tournament will form part of BFCC's program as ICCF Server Corporate Sponsor. The TD will be an established IA - probably Trevor Crapper.

Simon Webb memorial

An 11 or 13 player server tournament with target category XVI, with invitations only to high-rated GMs. Start date 15.3.2007. Prize fund provisionally £1250, provided by BFCC, with prizes for the first five finishers. This tournament will form part of BFCC’s program as ICCF Server Corporate Sponsor. The TD will be IA Per Söderberg, a club colleague of Simon.

Ken Messere memorial

A 15-player server tournament with target category X. Start date 15.5.2007. No prize fund. This tournament will form part of BFCC's program as ICCF Server Corporate Sponsor. The TD will be an established IA - probably Alan Rawlings.

Yuri Sakharov Memorial (UKR) A + B sections

E-mail or webserver; 13-15 players per section; expected categories: 8-10 (Section A) and 3-6 (Section B). Proposed start date - January-June 2006. Tournaments Directors: F. Savchur and A. Yeremenko.

These events will be held to in memory of Yuri Sakharov (1922-1981), the distinguished Ukrainian chess master, trainer and journalist, three times winner of the over-the-board championships of Ukraine (1960 jointly with Leonid Stein, 1966, 1968), IM ICCF (1971), twice winner of the ICCF Olympiads (1972, 1976).

60 Years anniversary BdF – ladies invitation tournament (GER)

Webserver; 15 players; start date: 1.2.2006; expected category: 12-14 with LGM and LIM titles available. There will be 10 invited female players from different countries, and 5 female players from Germany. Although this tournament will principally be an “Amici Sumus” celebration of the anniversary of BdF there will be prizes which have been offered by the German Correspondence chess federation, as follows:- 1st Prize €500, 2nd Prize €350, 3rd Prize €250, 4. Prize €175, 5. Prize €125 and there will be a Best Games Prize of €100.

Olga Rubtsova Memorial (RUS)

Webserver, especially for women, 9-13 players, LGM level, start early 2006

Lev Abramov Memorial (RUS)

Webserver, 15 players, GM level, start early 2006

FINJUB-45 (FIN)

Both Postal and E-Mail. Preliminaries with (at least) two invitees from 6-8 countries (plus Finns) and a Final section. Start date in 2006.

North Atlantic Team Tournament NATT-6 (FRA)

Mare Nostrum 3 (FRA)

Mostert Memorial (NED)

A Scheveningen webserver event for two teams of 8 players each, and several Open groups of 9 players.

Pacific Area Team Tournament PATT-5 (USA)
Dr. Maia Vinagre Memorials
Section A - 13 players, webserver, cat. X
Section B - 13 players, e-mail, cat. VIII

Start: Jan 2007

TD: Márcio B.Oliveira
The Acting WTD mentioned that the number of invitational events was slightly lower than in previous years, and one reason could be the increase of fees payable to ICCF as approved by the 2004 Congress in Mumbai. He then suggested ICCF to review such fees and perhaps slightly adjust them to benefit the organisation of invitational events.

Regarding the delayed discussion on new structure of ICCF tournaments, a report was given in order to make changes to the World Championship cycle. The proposed changes revolved around 4 principal issues:
- setting minimum categories for World Championship stages;

- addition of a new stage to the World Championship cycle;

- setting new qualifications for all World Championship stages;

- "normalisation" of qualifications from Zonal events into WCCC cycle.

Following discussions, the proposed changes were unanimously approved by Congress. Please refer to Annex H for the new text of the Tournament Rules (valid as from January 1, 2006).

Regarding the so-called “ICCF Calendar of Events”, it was sadly reported that it proved extremely difficult to create such a calendar, bearing in mind the huge number of ICCF events on offer (both world events and zonal events) and the three means of transmission available.

Therefore, the simple solution proposed (and accepted) was for ICCF to organise its “world” events on odd years, and for zones to organise their zonal events on even years. It is expected that 2006 will be a “buffer” year where delayed events might still be organised, but ideally such a calendar should be scheduled as from 2007 onwards.

Mr. Buchnicek, Czech delegate, spoke about the special “over-the-board” tournament to be organized in Karvina (Czech Republic) for CC players. More information was distributed with other Congress documents.

21. Africa/Asia Zone

Dinand Knol (RSA) as Deputy Zonal Director gave the Zonal report due to the absence of the Zonal Director (Med Samraoui). He added that the webserver had helped increase the activity within the zone, which was currently organising almost all of its events on the server.

Of course the new ICCF Member Federation Burkina Faso would belong to the Africa/Asia Zone.

Following the election of the Zonal Director as new ICCF President, a new e-mail election would have to take place in order to have a successor. As usual, the Membership and Services Director will organise it right after Congress.

22. Europe Zone

Due to the absence of the European Zonal Director (G-M. Tani, ITA) the report was given by the Deputy Zonal Director, S. Grodzensky (RUS).

The “managing team” (Messrs. Tani, Grodzensky and Carlos Flores Gutiérrez) was working harmoniously.
The Zone had many new events and ongoing events. The Final of the 6th European Team Championship (ETC) was running fine with Joachim Walther as TD.

The Semifinals of the 7th ETC would begin on December 20th. The event would be played on the ICCF webserver.

Regarding individual events, the Final of the 63rd European Individual Championship (EIC) played by e-mail, was started on 18.04.2005, with 15 players from 9 countries.

The Final of the 64th EIC, played by post, had also been started on 18.04.2005, with 15 players from 8 countries. The TD for both finals was Alan Rawlings (ENG).

The Semifinals of 65th EIC (played on the ICCF web-server) have been started on 1.09.2005, with 65 players from 29 countries (TD: V.I. Myakutin from RUS).

The Semifinals of the 66th EIC (played by post) have also been started on 1.09.2005, with 37 players from 23 countries (TD: C. Flores Gutiérrez from ESP).

Finally, it was reported that contact was being made in order to create CC federations in Cyprus and Serbia and Montenegro.
23. Latin America Zone

The Zonal Director for Latin America, Guillermo Toro (CHI) had presented a written report detailing CADAP activities since the previous Congress.
Much of the effort during 2005 was spent on assisting LADAC with the organisation of the ICCF Congress in the Argentine Patagonia.
Regarding events, CADAP reported the following:

- Email Tournaments started in 2005:

Latin American CADAP XVI Zonal Tournament, Final Section (email)

Latin American CADAP XIX Zonal Tournament, Semi-final Section (3 groups)

Latin American CADAP XX Zonal Tournament, Preliminary Sections (12 groups)

Latin American Master Norm Tournament (2 groups)

- Programmed tournaments for the rest of the year 2005:

CADAP XX Latin American Preliminaries Sections (e-mail)

CADAP XX Latin American Preliminaries Sections (e-mail)

Latin American Master Norm Tournament (2 groups) (e-mail)

Latin American CADAP XVII Zonal Tournament, Final Section (webserver)

24. North America / Pacific Zone

Ruth Ann Fay (USA) as Zonal Director for the North Atlantic - Pacific Zone (NAPZ) reported on the CC activities in the Zone. Sadly, she reported that due to the heavy workload, it had been impossible to start any of the planned tournaments for 2005, with the exception of the North American Continental Championship X, which had began on July 2005, with players from the USA, Canada, and Mexico.

For the immediate future, the ZD announced the start of the Pacific Team Tournament V, and shortly hoped to start a Zonal Open Tournament for players under 2200 to increase interest in Zonal events.

25. Other Membership & Services Director Proposals

Mr. Hegoburu reported on the completion of a task set by the Mumbai Congress, regarding “E-Mail and Website Policies”. A draft document had been distributed together with other Congress documents, and after a review of the same, it was approved by Congress.
In relation to the “Friend of ICCF” award, the following websites received the honour this year:
1. The Campbell Report: http://correspondencechess.com/campbell/

2. ICCF Meetings Web Site: http://congress.iccf.com
3. France AJEC: http://ajec-echecs.org/

26. Playing and Tournament Rules Commission proposals

As far as Rules are concerned, Congress felt that ICCF could not wait another year to address the complaints and concerns about accumulated time, in spite of the fact that the Commission reported about dealing with this issue sometime in the future. Therefore, five possible improvements were put forth and debated. Philosophical differences continued and at last a simple solution was proposed to reduce the time control to 10 moves in 50 days for several good reasons and there was enough consensus to bring the proposal to a vote. It was also noted that the 10/60 rule was originally set without proper experience and was considered experimental. The suggested 10/50 was passed by majority vote.

It was also noted that this was not a final or perfect solution but only a step to show the players we care about the practical experience and the speed of play and possibility of the so-called “dead-man’s defence”.

The new time control would be a “default” time control for all ICCF events, effective as from January 1, 2006, but it was noted that the organisers (zones, national federations, or even ICCF) would have the flexibility to use other time controls if these were clearly announced at the start of the event.

Furthermore, in view of the upcoming Olympiad 17 Preliminaries (to be played by Webserver) which would start in the near future and where 25 teams have already been submitted, it was decided that - regardless of the start date - the event would be played at the rate of 10 moves in 60 days.

Throughout the year a prestigious group of ICCF arbiters, officials and players took upon themselves a great work to prepare a set of Adjudication Guidelines. A vast number of e-mail messages had been exchanged, and a proposed Guideline had been agreed upon, and this had been submitted to the Rules Commission, regrettably too late for their comments. It was decided that we could not wait until the next Congress, because the matter had been pending since the year 2002.

All parts of the Adjudication Guidelines were discussed and debated by Congress and a formal version was passed unanimously. Congress also voted in favour of the Arbiter Committee and Rules Commission to produce three sets of Adjudication Guidelines (for postal, e-mail and webserver CC games) before 31.12.2005, based on the original document discussed during Congress. The Rules Commission was also requested to produce a set of Webserver Guidelines.
Finally, Playing Rules 10 and 11 were modified or deleted to refer to these Adjudication Guidelines, and instructions to the tournament directors on how and when these would be needed were also included. Updated sets of Rules are attached as Appendices J, K and L.
Regarding Tournament Rules, it was been herein reported about the proposed changes to the World Championship Cycle. Additionally, other changes had been suggested, especially regarding the posthumous awards and Rule 9.6(e) regarding substitutions and replacements in team events. These and other changes were approved by Congress.
27. Ratings, including rules proposals

The report by the Ratings Commissioner was reviewed and his one proposal below was passed unanimously after discussion by Congress:

“From 2007 onwards only tournaments are evaluated for ICCF ratings which are played or administrated on the ICCF webserver. For the administration of ICCF - or zonal - non-server tournaments, the concerned Tournament Offices and the Tournament Directors are responsible. The administration of invitationals, friendly matches and national tournaments is the task of the national delegates.”

The Ratings Commissioner also undertook the task to assist Tournament Directors and National Delegates to achieve this.

As usual, praise was given to the extraordinary work performed in silence by Gerhard Binder.

28. Other Rules matters, including Code of Conduct Guidelines, Appeals and Arbiter Review Commission proposals

Mr. Hegoburu gladly reported that the Arbiter Review Commission had finally ended discussions of the delayed Arbiter Manual. A draft document had been distributed to National officials and the text was unanimously approved by Congress.
In relation to this new document, Congress also approved by unanimity the creation of the Arbiter Committee (ACO). The founding Chairman would be Ragnar Wikman (FIN), whilst two inaugural members would be Gianni Mastrojeni (ITA) and Eric Ruch (FRA).

Please find the Arbiter Manual as Annex I.

The Regulations for the Arbiter Commission (Other ICCF Rules) were also unanimously approved.

29. External matters

ICCF relationships with FIDE and New In Chess were discussed. Mr. Samraoui’s report on his visit to the FIDE Congress in Dresden during the month of August and activity by the Acting President concerning membership in GAISF were also covered.

ICCF is most delighted to be able to field a team in the next FIDE Olympiad, to be held in Torino (Italy) during May 2006. This news was welcome by Congress and it was unanimously voted in favour of such participation.

The organisation and requirements for the team participants were also discussed in detail, and approved by Congress. A budget of Euro 1000 was unanimously approved for this project, which will be the responsibility of the Membership and Services Director. An e-mail with details and further information will be distributed by Mr. Hegoburu as soon as possible.

Regarding GAISF, it was mentioned that FIDE is one of its members and since ICCF is an affiliate of FIDE, all federations would be able to say we are also covered by GAISF to their respective governments and sports organisations.

30. Internal matters

A communication with proposals was received from the Ukrainian delegate Fedir Savchur. This was reviewed and discussed by Congress. The points were addressed and the Acting President would reply.

A communication with proposals on Challenge Matches was received from Ralph Marconi (CAN). This was also discussed and reviewed in detail by Congress, and it was decided to be further handled by the new World Tournaments Director in conjunction with the Acting World Tournaments Director, in order to polish details and make improvements (e.g. discuss ladder events).

Finally, a proposal for the function of Press Officer with a detailed description was received from Franklin Campbell (USA). This proposal was to be directed to the new ICCF President (and former Marketing Commission Chairman) and the newly appointed Marketing Commissioner for further action.

31. Future meetings

There was a presentation by Fritz Baumbach on behalf of BdF (GER) regarding the 2006 Congress in Dresden. It would take place from October 14 to 20, at the Treff Hotel. It was noted that Dresden would celebrate its 800th anniversary next year.

The ICCF President then informed Congress about offers for the years 2007 and onwards.

Our friends from “Asociación Española de Ajedrez por Correspondencia” (AEAC) had submitted an application to host an ICCF Congress in Southern Spain (Andalucía area) during the month of October 2007. This offer was greatly appreciated and Congress voted unanimously to accept the kind offer.

Finland had also requested a first option for the 2011 Congress, since they would be celebrating their 50th anniversary on that year. This was also unanimously approved.

Finally, all National Federations were asked to present their bids for ICCF Congresses in the years 2008, 2009 and 2010, to the newly elected ICCF President and the Membership and Services Director.

32. Any other matters

Congress expressed its appreciation for the way in which sessions had been carried and for the incredible amount of work that had been done, especially since there was no need for extra sessions or late meetings, and even finishing the Agenda ahead of schedule. The Acting President and Executive Board members were congratulated for their dedicated work.

In closing the ICCF Congress 2005, the ICCF Acting President thanked all ICCF officials for their reports to the Congress and for their tremendous work on behalf of ICCF throughout the past year. He greatly appreciated the way in which everyone had participated in the very demanding work of the Congress throughout the week and thanked delegates for their contributions, which had made his role easier as Chairman for the Congress. He mentioned his desire to go back to his position as Deputy President and Development Director, struck the gavel for the last time, and was given a standing ovation by all those present.

In declaring the Congress closed, the ICCF Acting President expressed the hope that all would meet again in Germany in 2006.

Max Zavanelli






Pedro F. Hegoburu

ICCF Acting President





ICCF Membership & Services Director
Appendix A

ICCF Commissions (from 1.1.2006)

Tournaments Commission
Frank Geider (FRA), (Chairman), Roald Berthelsen (NOR), Witold Bielecki (POL), Gerhard Binder (GER), Tunc Hamarat (AUT), Pedro Hegoburu (ARG), Leonardo Madonia (ITA), George Pyrich (SCO), Gian-Maria Tani (ITA), Max Zavanelli (USA)

Tournament Rules Commission

Witold Bielecki (POL) (Chairman), Dario Biella-Bianchi (PER), Gerhard Binder (GER), Carlos Cranbourne (ARG), Sergey Grodzensky (RUS), Tim Harding (IRL), Leonardo Madonia (ITA), Ralph Marconi (CAN), George Pyrich (SCO), Mohammed Samraoui (ALG), Max Zavanelli (USA), Josep Mercadal Benejam (ESP), Eric Ruch (FRA)

Playing Rules Commission

Gerhard Radosztics (AUT), (Chairman), Witold Bielecki (POL), Leo Lahdenmäki (FIN), Nikolay Poleshchuk (RUS), Per Söderberg (SWE), Ragnar Wikman (FIN), Kristo Miettinen (USA), Josep Mercadal Benejam (ESP), Duncan Chambers (ENG), Tunc Hamarat (AUT), Kenneth Reinhart (USA)
Rating Rules Commission
Gerhard Binder (GER), (Chairman), George Pyrich (SCO), Nol van 't Riet (NED), Jo Wharrier (ENG), Ragnar Wikman (FIN)

Appeals Commission (Playing Rules)
Ragnar Wikman (FIN) (Chairman), Leo Lahdenmäki (FIN) (Secretary), José Amorim Neto (BRA), Witold Bielecki (POL), Ian Brooks (ENG), Marco Caressa (ITA), Carlos Flores Gutierrez (ESP), Cecilio Hernáez Fernandez (ESP), Ralph Marconi (CAN), Gustavo Paz y Barriga (PER), Mohamed Samraoui (ALG), Wes Underwood (USA)
Appeals Commission (Other ICCF Rules)

George Pyrich (SCO), (Chairman), Per Söderberg (SWE), John C. Knudsen (USA)

Arbitration Commission

Richard V.M. Hall (ENG) (Chairman), J. Ken MacDonald (CAN), Nol van 't Riet (NED), Gerhard Radosztics (AUT), Alan P. Borwell (SCO)

Marketing Commission
Claudio Gonçalves (ARG) (Chairman), Nol van 't Riet (NED), Tunc Hamarat (AUT), Luz Marina Tinjaca' Ramirez (ITA), Hirokaz Onoda (JPN), Michele Rinesi (ITA), Eric Ruch (FRA), N.R. Anil Kumar (IND), Pierre Ruiz Vidal (FRA), Wes Green (USA), Laurent Tinture (FRA), Ole Jacobsen (BUR)
President’s Commission

Med Samraoui (ALG) (Chairman), Pedro Hegoburu (ARG), Ragnar Wikman (FIN), Ruth Ann Fay (USA), Max Zavanelli (USA)

(Note: the ICCF President and Membership & Services Director are ex-officio members of above ICCF Commissions, except for Appeals Commissions).

Appendix B

ICCF STATUTES

(approved by the ICCF Congress in Mumbai, India 2004)

SECTION 1 - STATUS, PRINCIPLES AND AIMS

1.1 The International Correspondence Chess Federation (ICCF) is the worldwide organisation for correspondence chess and is independent. Its merger with any other organisation or its dissolution requires the unanimous approval of the ICCF Congress.

1.2 Correspondence chess is defined as a game of chess in which the players do not sit opposite each other at a chess board to make their moves.
Moves are communicated by any form of long-distance transmission with playing time normally being counted in days per move.

1.3 ICCF is a democratic organisation which does not permit discrimination based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. ICCF observes strict neutrality in the internal affairs of member federations and any affiliated organisations.
1.4 All ICCF officials work on an honorary basis.
1.5 The seat of ICCF is the residence of the ICCF President.

1.6 The aims of ICCF are to organise, develop and promote the study and practice of international correspondence chess throughout the world. It supports and promotes close international co-operation between chess players, enthusiasts and with the Fédération Internationale des Échecs (FIDE), thereby aiming to enhance contact and friendly harmony amongst the peoples of the world.

1.7 ICCF is responsible for the rules for international correspondence chess as defined in para 1.2, including those pertaining to the official World Championships for both individuals and teams. It also promotes and has the power to authorise other international correspondence chess tournaments.

1.8 In accordance with its rules, ICCF produces individual ratings and awards titles to correspondence chess players and arbiters worldwide.

1.9 The financial year of ICCF begins on 1st January and ends on 31st December each year. Accounts and all financial information of ICCF are normally presented in Swiss Francs, unless otherwise convenient to provide information in different currencies.

1.10 To facilitate communication and organisation, ICCF has zones/tournament offices arranged where possible according to regional points of view.
1.11 The official languages of ICCF are English, French, German, Russian and Spanish. English is the working language of ICCF and, in cases of divergence in documents issued in different languages, the English version is authoritative. Other languages are also encouraged to facilitate correspondence and discussions.

1.12 ICCF has its own emblem and its own motto "AMICI SUMUS" (We are friends).

1.13 Changes to these Statutes require a two-thirds majority vote in Congress (see Section 4).
SECTION 2 - ICCF MEMBERS, THEIR RIGHTS AND DUTIES

2.1 Members of ICCF are national correspondence chess federations which have principal authority over correspondence chess activities in their own country (where the country also has full membership of FIDE) with only one federation per country allowed.

2.2 A national correspondence chess organisation wishing to be affiliated to ICCF must present a written application to the Membership and Services Director, informing him of the number of members registered with the organisation, its Statutes and any other relevant information requested by ICCF. Admittance as a member in ICCF is decided by the Congress.

2.3 The designation of each country in ICCF will be in accordance with the FIDE version of the 3-lettered International Standards Organisation (ISO) code.

2.4 Members have the right to attend and vote in the Congress, appoint proxies in writing to vote on their behalf and submit proposals for consideration by the Executive Board and the Congress of ICCF. Each Member Federation has the duty to nominate its official delegate to ICCF for all purposes, including representation at Congress, and inform the Membership and Services Director. Member Federations are entitled to participate in team tournaments organised by ICCF and nominate players for individual tournaments according to the rules and quotas specified by ICCF. The provisions of this paragraph are subject to the condition in paragraph 2.1.

2.5 The amounts of membership, tournament and other fees are normally decided by the Congress.

2.6 Members are responsible for the monitoring and submission of all entries to ICCF individual and team tournaments. If a player is refused entry to an ICCF individual tournament by the appropriate national federation, the player can appeal to the World Tournaments Director who will take a decision about participation or otherwise. In such cases, the World Tournaments Director must obtain full information from the national federation concerned before making the decision.

2.7 Members must acknowledge and observe the Statutes, rules and decisions of ICCF and must remit their membership and other fees promptly within the periods specified by the Finance Director. Failure to comply with financial responsibilities or the committing of acts, which run counter to the Statutes of ICCF can result in the suspension or cancellation of membership by the ICCF Congress, on the proposal of the Executive Board.

2.8 Those who have worked meritoriously as President of ICCF may be elected as Honorary President of ICCF by a two-thirds majority vote of the Congress.

Those who have worked meritoriously in the furtherance of international correspondence chess may be elected as Honorary Members of ICCF by a two-thirds majority vote of the Congress.

Honorary Presidents and Honorary Members have the right to take part in all meetings of the Executive Board and all Congresses as non-voting advisers. In addition, they shall be kept informed about the activities of ICCF.
2.9 International correspondence chess clubs affiliated to ICCF

2.9.1 ICCF can arrange for affiliation agreements with other international correspondence chess clubs worldwide. Every affiliation agreement and its terms, rights and duties must be approved by the Congress.

An international correspondence chess club is defined as a club with a formal structure, constitution and collective administration.

2.9.2 Affiliated international correspondence chess clubs will pay annual affiliation fees to ICCF in return for provision of ICCF services.

2.9.3 International correspondence chess clubs affiliated to ICCF are solely responsible for their commitments to their own members.

SECTION 3 - STRUCTURE OF ICCF

3.1 The Divisions of ICCF are:

a. Congress

b. Executive Board

c. Management Committee

d. Auditor
3.2 The Executive Board shall comprise:

a. President

b. Deputy President and Development Director

c. Membership and Services Director

d. Finance Director

e. World Tournaments Director

f. Zonal Directors (not more than 4)
3.3 Management Committee comprises of the Executive Board and functional Commissioners.
3.3.1 Executive Board members are elected by the Congress for a period of four years.
3.3.2 Commissioners are appointed by the Executive Board, as required, subject to ratification, as necessary, by the Congress.

3.3.3 Commissioners carry out functional responsibilities, subject to overall scrutiny by Executive Board/Congress, but without alterations to either numbers or designations of Commissioners needing the prior authorisation of a Congress.
3.3.4 No person will be appointed to more than one position on the Executive Board or Management Committee.

3.3.5 The normal retirement age for all ICCF Officers is age 70.  The effective date is the 31st December, which immediately follows their 70th birthday.  For elected positions, candidates must be able to complete a full 4 year period of service on or before the 31st December following their 70th birthday.
SECTION 4 - THE PURPOSE OF THE DIVISIONS

4.1 The Congress

4.1.1 The Congress is the highest authority of ICCF which exercises legislative power. It approves the ICCF budget, elects the Executive Board and Auditor and determines the structure of ICCF. It supervises activities delegated to the Executive Board and ICCF Officials.

4.1.2 Members of the Executive Board and the Auditor are elected for a period of four years, with responsibility from the 1st January following the elections. In the case of succession in the office of President, or a by-election or mid-term appointment in any other office, the term of office will expire at the end of the normal 4 year election period.

4.1.3 The Congress elects the President, Deputy President and Development Director, Membership and Services Director, Finance Director, World Tournaments Director and also appoints the Auditor. Where no nomination is received, Congress has authority to decide upon a suitable appointment. Immediately following such a Congress, the elections of Zonal Directors will be arranged (see Membership and Services Director‘s duties) and the successful candidates will automatically become members of the Executive Board, also from the 1st January following the Congress. If no nomination is received for a Zonal Director position, a suitable appointment will be decided by the Executive Board.

4.1.4 If a mid-term vacancy arises in the position of ICCF President, the Deputy President shall assume the duties and responsibilities of the President and have full authority as Acting President. There will be an election for President by the next Congress.

If a mid-term vacancy occurs in any other Executive Board position, the Executive Board is authorized to agree and make appropriate interim changes to ensure the continued efficient operation of ICCF including the appointment of an Interim Deputy President.

All vacant positions will be filled by the next Congress.

4.1.5 If an Executive Board member, in the long run, fails to fulfil his / her duties according to the Outline of Duties, the Executive Board is entitled to dismiss him / her and to appoint his / her successor. This appointment must be ratified by the next Congress.

4.1.6 The voting members of the Congress are the official delegates of member federations (see also conditions in 2.1).

4.1.7 No quorum is necessary for meetings of the Congress.

4.1.8 For the purpose of all voting, abstentions will be ignored.

4.1.9 Each voting member has one vote. A simple majority vote is required to decide any resolution unless it is defined or agreed otherwise.

4.1.10 Voting normally is by show of hands but a secret ballot will be held if this is requested. Elections of persons will be exclusively by secret ballot. Where a postal ballot is necessary, the voting procedure will be decided by the Executive Board and the completed ballot papers will be returned to the ICCF Auditor for secret scrutiny and declaration of the result.

4.1.11 In the event of equal votes, the President will have a casting vote.

4.1.12
When a member federation cannot be represented by its delegate at a Congress, that federation shall be entitled to exercise its voting rights:

a) through a substitute delegate from the same federation, having written authority from the federation concerned,

b) by presenting an appropriate written declaration,

c) by conferring in writing its voting right (a proxy) on another voting member or an Honorary President or Honorary Member.

Substitute delegates under a) are eligible to accept proxies from other Member Federations.

However, no person may register more than 3 votes in total.

4.1.13 The Congress shall meet at least every other year. The arrangements of a Congress shall be decided by the preceding Congress or, in the absence of such a decision, by the President.

4.1.14 Invitations, agenda and formal notices for a Congress shall be sent by the ICCF Executive Board, together with the invitation and information from the host federation, at least four months in advance of the meeting dates. Proposals relating to the agenda of the Congress must be received by the Membership and Services Director, or the appropriate ICCF official, at least one month prior to the commencement of the Congress.

The President of ICCF is empowered to cancel or rearrange a meeting of Congress, should exceptional circumstances arise.
4.1.15 An extraordinary meeting of the Congress will be convened by the Executive Board upon the request of a majority of the members of ICCF or two-thirds of the members of the Executive Board. It will be convened within 3 months of date of receipt of the required number of votes for such a request.
4.1.16 The request for an extraordinary meeting of the Congress shall state the purpose for the proposed meeting. No other business but that specified in the request may be transacted at such extraordinary meeting without the consent of two-thirds of the Member Federations of ICCF. The request for an extraordinary meeting shall name the host country for the meeting.

4.1.17 Invitations, agenda and formal notices for an extraordinary meeting of Congress shall be sent by the ICCF Executive Board, together with the invitation and information from the host federation, at least two months in advance of the meeting dates. Proposals relating to the agenda of the extraordinary meeting of the Congress must be received by the Membership and Services Director, or the appropriate ICCF official, at least one month prior to the commencement of such a meeting.

4.2 The Executive Board

4.2.1 The Executive Board is the executive authority of ICCF.

4.2.2 The Executive Board conducts the general business of ICCF and co-ordinates the activities of its officials and organisations. It deals with more detailed consideration of issues and submits recommendations to the Congress.

4.2.3 The Executive Board will meet at least once a year. Special meetings may be convened by the President.

4.2.4 The Executive Board shall perform its work by written or verbal communication with each member having one vote. In the event of equal votes, the President will have a casting vote.

4.3 The Auditor

4.3.1 The Auditor is responsible to the Congress for the verification that ICCF accounts and financial statements are produced in accordance with ICCF requirements and proper accountancy practices and shall provide a report to the Congress.

SECTION 5 – APPEALS COMMISSIONS

5.1 The ICCF Appeals Commissions are:

· Appeals Commission (Playing Rules)

· Appeals Commission (Other ICCF Rules)

· Arbitration Commission
5.1.1 The Appeals Commission (Playing Rules) only deals with cases concerning the application of ICCF Playing Rules.
5.1.2 The Appeals Commission (Other ICCF Rules) only deals with cases concerning the application of Tournament Rules and any other rules matters not covered elsewhere.
5.1.3 The Arbitration Commission deals with matters of a wider nature, such as any complaint about the behaviour of an ICCF official, tournament officer, member federation, or individual player.
5.2 All ICCF Appeals Commissions are complementary and cannot be considered as higher stages for additional appeals.

5.3 The Chairmen of the ICCF Appeals Commissions are appointed by the Executive Board.  These appointments must be ratified by the next Congress.

5.4 The work of the ICCF Appeals Commissions is governed by operating procedures. Players, Team Captains, Member Federations or Officials should submit appeals to the Chairmen of the respective Appeals Commissions.

5.5 The decisions of all ICCF Appeals Commission will be final.
SECTION 6 – FINAL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES (NOT COVERED IN PREVIOUS PARAGRAPHS)

6.1 Disputes about matters which do not fall within the jurisdiction of any of the ICCF Appeals Commissions, shall be decided by an Arbitration Tribunal comprised of the Chairmen of the three ICCF Appeals Commissions.

6.2 The decisions of this Arbitration Tribunal are final.

6.3 The decisions of all ICCF Appeals Commissions and this Arbitration Tribunal may not be taken to any court of law.

These Statutes were approved by the ICCF Congress in Villa La Angostura, Argentina, 2005 and are effective from 1st  January, 2006.

Max Zavanelli
Pedro F. Hegoburu

ICCF President
ICCF Membership and Services Director

Notes: The allocation of "Countries in each Zone", the "Functional Structure of ICCF" and "Outline Duties of Executive Board Members" are summarised in separate Schedules A, B and C and are not part of the Statutes.

The changes / amendments to the existing ICCF Statutes are highlighted by a bold font.

Appendix C

ICCF Congress and Management Committee Meetings

(effective from 1.1.2006)

1. Responsibilities of Host Federation for Organising an ICCF Congress

(see outline specimen Schedule appended)

Essential

1.1 To provide a main venue for the Congress in a good quality but reasonably priced hotel in an attractive location, with options of lower priced accommodations and restaurants in the surrounding area. The Congress hotel should have a suitably sized main meeting room and another ancillary meeting room(s) for use as an office and for smaller meetings of up to 12 persons (e.g. for Management Committee members, etc.).

1.2 To provide invitation and reservation documents (and visa advice as necessary).

1.3 To provide for Host Federation Opening banquet (See also point 4.)

1.4 To provide lapel badges and place name cards for each delegate and official.
1.5 To arrange for the availability of a PC with an Internet access, printer, paper, other audio and visual materials, and photocopying machine for use during Congress. (See section 2.3 below for responsibilities for any costs.)

1.6 To provide facilities, score sheets, and equipment for the traditional ICCF blitz tournament.

1.7 To arrange for beverages and snacks for breaks and the Blitz tournament (see 1.13 below regarding costs) and to obtain advance menus for ICCF Closing Banquet and make arrangements in consultation with ICCF President and Finance Director.

Optional

1.8 To provide a full day excursion to a place or area(s) of local interest. If the budget permits, this should include a small lunch or, otherwise, a stop near to reasonably priced eating facilities.

1.9 To arrange at least one chess event (in addition to the traditional ICCF blitz tournament).

1.10 To provide a small welcoming reception on the Saturday evening.

1.11 To provide some traditional or other entertainment following the Opening Ceremony, during the Opening Banquet and the Closing Banquet.

1.12 To provide assistance with transportation from / to the main airport / railway station as required by visiting guests.

1.13 If the budget permits, to provide for or contribute to the expense of beverages and snacks for breaks.

2. Responsibilities of ICCF for Organising a Congress

2.1 To issue the invitation letters, information sheets and reservation forms to all delegates/officials.

2.2 To issue all reports and documentation for consideration prior to and during the Congress.

2.3 To be responsible for the costs of printing and copying material during the Congress.

2.4 To be responsible for the costs of the Closing Banquet.

2.5 To distribute the draft Minutes etc. to all delegates/officials, either at the close of the Congress or subsequently.

2.6 To provide guidance to Host Federations about Congress requirements and arrangements.

2.7 To provide for reimbursement towards expenses incurred, as follows:

a) any ICCF Management Committee member who is NOT a delegate representing a member federation;

b) a scale of reimbursement which does not attempt to cover all items of expenditure, but which represents a significant contribution towards the cost of travel and hotel accommodation. It should bear in mind the total level of envisaged costs in relation to what could reasonably be borne by ICCF, without causing it financial difficulties.


The proposed scale is as follows:


For a Congress attended within own Country
CHF 500


For a Congress attended within own Continent
CHF 800


For a Congress attended outside own Continent
CHF 1100

3.  Executive Board and/or Management Committee meetings

Where it is considered essential that a special Executive Board and/or Management Committee meeting is required, then all of the participants will receive reimbursement from ICCF of reasonable travel expenses, irrespective as to whether they are member federation delegates. The reasons for such meetings and the costs thereof will be reported to the next Congress.

4. Extraordinary meetings of Congress

4.1 Responsibilities of Host Federation for organising an extraordinary meeting of Congress.

4.1.1 To provide a main venue for the Congress in a good quality but reasonably priced hotel, with options of lower priced accommodations and restaurants in the surrounding area. The Congress hotel should have a suitably sized main meeting room and another ancillary meeting room(s) for use as an office and for smaller meetings of up to 12 persons (e.g. for Management Committee members, etc.).

4.1.2 To provide invitation and reservation documents (and visa advice as necessary).

4.1.3 To provide lapel badges and place name cards for each delegate and official. 

4.1.4 To arrange for the availability of a PC with an Internet access, printer, paper, other audio and visual materials, and photocopying machine for use during Congress. (See section 5.3 below for responsibilities for any costs.)

5. Responsibilities of ICCF for organising an extraordinary meeting of Congress
5.1.1 To issue the invitation letters, information sheets and reservation forms to all delegates/officials.

5.1.2 To issue all reports and documentation for consideration prior to and during the Congress.

5.1.3 To be responsible for the costs of printing and copying material during the Congress.

5.1.4 To distribute the draft Minutes etc. to all delegates/officials, either at the close of the Congress or subsequently.

5.1.5 To provide guidance to Host Federations about Congress requirements and arrangements.

5.1.6. To provide for reimbursement towards expenses incurred, as provided in Section 2.7.

5.1.7 To provide for the expense of beverages and snacks for breaks.

6.  Other matters
It has been a long tradition of ICCF that additional members of delegations, various other officials, partners and families should be encouraged to attend Congresses. There are also other CC enthusiasts who attend Congresses, although having no official position in ICCF or a member federation. 

The costs of the following persons attending banquets, excursions and events will be borne by the host federation or ICCF, as defined in sections 1 and 2 above:

a) partners / families of delegates / ICCF officials,

b) additional members of delegations and their partners / families,

c) other CC friends with no official capacity and their partners / families may request ICCF President / Host Federation approval to participate in Congress activities and functions. They should also receive permission from the delegate for their country.

Specimen ICCF Congress Schedule

Saturday
Arrival and registration of delegates/officials

Saturday PM

Meeting of ICCF Executive Board / Management Committee

Saturday evening
Short welcoming reception (drink/ aperitif)

Sunday 10 AM
Opening Ceremony (+ short traditional entertainment)
Sunday AM
Opening of Congress Meetings

Sunday PM
Committee Meetings

Sunday evening
Opening banquet (+ traditional entertainment)

Monday AM/PM
Congress Meetings

Monday evening
Chess match/event, local event or free

Tuesday AM/PM
Congress Meetings

Tuesday evening
Chess match/event, local event or free

Wednesday AM
Congress Meetings

Wednesday/PM
Congress Meetings or Local sightseeing, preparation of minutes, or free

Wednesday evening
ICCF Blitz Tournament

Thursday AM/PM
Full day excursion (with small lunch if budget permits)

Friday AM/PM

Full day excursion (optional, at cost of participants), or free time

Friday evening
Closing ICCF Banquet 

Saturday etc.**
Departure of delegates / special or private excursions etc.

· optional by host federation (in italics)

Appendix D

Websites and e-mail Policies and Procedures

In this document, “ICCF Websites” means the ICCF Homepage (www.iccf.com), the ICCF WebChess server (www.iccf-webchess.com) and any related website which contains ICCF information and is administered by an ICCF Official.

Websites: General Guidelines

1. Oversight for the content of the ICCF Websites is the shared responsibility of all ICCF Officials. It is each Official’s responsibility to make sure any information produced by him is correctly published on the ICCF Website respective page, and also to make sure any update of information related to an area under his responsibility is also correctly published and replaces any old information / document. The Official should also pay attention to any request for information or update sent by the Webmaster and/or Membership & Services Director.

2. The procedure to publish information on the ICCF websites is as follows: the person creating the information can either publish it himself (if he has been granted access to the ICCF websites) or he can send the information to the ICCF Webmaster, asking him/her to proceed to publish the information. In the event the piece of information is an update of some other information already published on the ICCF Websites, or is a new piece of information which must be placed on a specific page, then the Webmaster must be informed about this, providing him with the URL of the old information that must be replaced or deleted, or informing the exact place where the new information must be placed.

If there is no indication whatsoever, the information will be understood to be of a general nature and will be placed on the News system in the main Homepage.

3. Routine information (e.g. game reports, crosstable updates, information about new sections started or to be started, etc.) may be placed on the ICCF Websites without further review.

4. Information traditionally produced by the ICCF Executive Board or by Congress (e.g. News Releases, Announcements, updated documents, etc.) may be placed on the ICCF Websites without further review.

5. Information which is not routine must be reviewed by the appropriate Chairman or Executive Board member who is responsible for the area to which the information relates. Content must meet the established standards of ICCF and relate to Correspondence Chess.

6. The Membership & Services Director will set priorities for information being posted on the ICCF Websites to ensure the timely distribution of time sensitive materials.

7. Website design encompasses architectural structure of the site and is the responsibility of the Webmaster, with review and advice from the Membership & Services Director and any other ICCF Official, as required.

8. Website style shall be in keeping with the overall style elements of ICCF. The Webmaster shall create a style for the ICCF Websites and maintain a standard application for the development of the Homepage and all other pages of ICCF. Style is monitored by the Membership & Services Director.

Website Use
Authorized persons may not use the ICCF websites to perform any activity which is, or may be, directly or indirectly unlawful, harmful, threatening, abusive, harassing, defamatory, vulgar, obscene, libelous, invasive of another's privacy, hateful or racially or ethnically objectionable.

Any ICCF Website may not be used to engage in commercial activities, including but not limited to offering for sale any products or services, soliciting for advertisers, or selling or granting public access to any information offered on this site, unless approved by the Marketing Director or Executive Board for sponsors of ICCF. 

Any passwords given to website users are personal and may not be disclosed to any third party.

Any unauthorized use of the ICCF websites for any purposes other than its intended use is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, attempts to alter, damage or destroy information on the websites. 

ICCF does not accept:

· material which breaches our Statutes 1.3, e.g. discriminatory based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status;

· adult or offensive content;

· statements that are libellous, slanderous, defamatory or otherwise damage an individual's or organisation's reputation;

· exploitative or commercially unethical content;

· party political promotion;

· material which infringes copyright.

In the event any such material is published, the Webmaster, Assistant Webmasters and/or Membership & Services Director can summarily delete the offending material.

Webmaster and Webserver Commissioner

The Webmaster is the individual responsible for:

· planning for future demand and determining hardware and personnel needs; 

· researching, purchasing, and installing software; 

· coordinating page mark-up and standardizing page style; 

· advising on and participating in overall website design; and 

· maintaining the website [and/or webserver].

The Webmaster can appoint “Assistant Webmasters” to be responsible for some of these activities, or others which may arise from time to time. For example, an Assistant Webmaster to take care of Results reported by TDs and required to be updated on online crosstables.

The Webserver Commissioner is the individual responsible for:

· Acting as service manager for iccf-webchess.

· Contract and relationship manager for technology service provider(s).

· Decision-maker for service problems and provider of service status messages.

· Change/project manager for all Webserver maintenance and bug fixes.

· Control of all security, backup, failover and recovery procedures.

E-mail Policies

Extensive E-mail Policy

The purpose of this policy is to ensure the proper use of ICCF’s e-mail system and make users aware of what ICCF deems to be acceptable and unacceptable use of its e-mail system. ICCF reserves the right to amend this policy at its discretion. In case of amendments, users will be informed appropriately.

Legal Risks

E-mail is a business communication tool and users are obliged to use this tool in a responsible, effective and lawful manner. Although by its nature e-mail seems to be less formal than other written communication, the same laws apply.

Therefore, it is important that users are aware of the legal risks of e-mail:

· If you send e-mails with any libellous, defamatory, offensive, racist or obscene remarks, you and ICCF can be held liable.

· If you forward e-mails with any libellous, defamatory, offensive, racist or obscene remarks, you and ICCF can be held liable.

· If you unlawfully forward confidential information, you and ICCF can be held liable.

· If you unlawfully forward or copy messages without permission, you and ICCF can be held liable for copyright infringement.

· If you send an attachment that contains a virus, you and ICCF can be held liable.

By following the guidelines in this policy, the user can minimize the legal risks involved in the use of e-mail. If any user disregards the rules set out in this e-mail policy, the user will be fully liable and ICCF will disassociate itself from the user as far as legally possible.

Legal requirements

The following rules are required by law and are to be strictly adhered to. It is prohibited to:

· Send or forward e-mails containing offensive or disruptive content, which includes, but is not limited to defamatory, offensive, racist or obscene remarks. If you receive an e-mail of this nature, you must promptly notify your supervisor.

· Forward a message without acquiring permission from the sender first.

· Send unsolicited e-mail messages.

· Forge or attempt to forge e-mail messages.

· Disguise or attempt to disguise identity when sending mail.

· Send e-mail messages using another person’s e-mail account.

· Copy a message or attachment belonging to another user without permission of the originator.

Best practices

ICCF considers e-mail as an important means of communication and recognizes the importance of proper e-mail content and speedy replies in conveying a professional image and delivering good customer service. Users should take the same care in drafting an e-mail as they would for any other communication. Therefore ICCF wishes users to adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Writing emails:

· Write well-structured e-mails and use short, descriptive subjects.

· ICCF’s e-mail style is informal. This means that sentences can be short and to the point. You can start your email with ‘Hi’, or ‘Dear’, and the name of the person. Messages can be ended with ‘Best Regards’. The use of Internet abbreviations and characters such as smileys is not prohibited.

· Signatures must include the sender’s name. It can also include sender’s job title (position) and other contact data (e-mail address, phone numbers, postal addresses, etc.) trying to keep it short and clear.

· Users must spell check all mails prior to transmission.

· Do not send unnecessary attachments. Compress attachments larger than 200K before sending them.

· Do not write e-mails in capitals.

· Do not use cc: or bcc: fields unless the cc: or bcc: recipient is aware that you will be copying a mail to him/her and knows what action, if any, to take.

· If you forward mails, state clearly what action you expect the recipient to take.

· Only send e-mails of which the content could be displayed on a public notice board. If they cannot be displayed publicly in their current state, consider rephrasing the e-mail, using other means of communication, or protecting information by using a password (see confidential).

· Only mark e-mails as important if they really are important.

2. Replying to emails:

· E-mails should be answered as quickly as humanly possible, taking into consideration that all ICCF officials are volunteers.

3. Newsgroups and Message Boards / Forum:

· Users don’t need to request permission from their supervisor (i.e. the ICCF Official to which he reports) before subscribing to a newsletter or news group, or before posting on Message Boards / Forum. They are, however, expected to take special care when participating in these; for example, not disclosing sensitive information.

4. Maintenance:

· Delete any e-mail messages that you do not need a copy of.

Personal use

It is not forbidden to use ICCF’s e-mail system for personal use / anything other than legitimate business (CC) purposes. However, people are expected to use other (personal) e-mail accounts for the sending of personal e-mails, chain letters, junk mail, jokes and executables. All messages distributed via ICCF’s e-mail system are ICCF’s property.

Confidential information

· In general terms, never send any confidential information via e-mail. If you are in doubt as to whether to send certain information via e-mail, check this with your supervisor first.

· The sending or labelling of e-mail messages as “Confidential”, “Private”, “Strictly Confidential”, “Secret”, “Personal”, “Strictly Personal” or other similar denomination is not encouraged. As a rule, any message which cannot be openly distributed or revealed should not be sent in the first place. However, if these labels are used and they are acceptable / relevant, then the recipient is expected to respect the label and not disclose, distribute or forward the message in question.

· Notwithstanding the previous guideline, in no case can a person benefit from the restricted nature of a message to insult another person. Anyone receiving a restricted message that contains an insult can disclose the content when claiming to the appropriate Commission, Chairman or ICCF Official.

Passwords

All passwords to gain access to ICCF’s e-mail system (and other online systems, such as Website and Webserver) are personal and must not be disclosed to any third party.

Encryption

Users may not encrypt any e-mails without obtaining written permission from their supervisor. If approved, the encryption key(s) must be made known to ICCF.

Optional:

Disclaimer

The following disclaimer will be added to each outgoing e-mail:

“This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the sender. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this e-mail are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of ICCF. Finally, the recipient should check this e-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. ICCF accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.”

E-mail retention

All e-mails are to be kept for later use / consultation. However, users may delete any e-mail messages that they do not need a copy of.

E-mail accounts

All e-mail accounts maintained on our e-mail systems are property of ICCF. An ICCF e-mail account (user@iccf.com) will be assigned to senior ICCF Officials. These personalized e-mail accounts are to be deactivated or cancelled as soon as the user ceases being an ICCF Official. Passwords should not be given to other people and should be changed every now and then. E-mail accounts not used for 60 days will be deactivated and possibly deleted.

Questions

If you have any questions or comments about this E-mail Policy, please contact the ICCF Membership & Services Director. If you do not have any questions, ICCF presumes that you understand and are aware of the rules and guidelines in this e-mail policy and will adhere to them.

ANNEX: List of contacts for website updates

ICCF Membership and Services Director

Pedro F. Hegoburu

pfhegoburu@iccf.com
ICCF Webmaster

Evelin Radosztics

eradosztics@iccf.com
Webtables team

webtables@iccf.com
Online Game Archivist

Appendix E

POSTAL THEMATIC TOURNAMENTS 2006

	Theme N°
	Entries not later than...
	Startdate

	
	
	

	1
	15.12.2005
	01.02.2006

	2
	15.01.2006
	01.03.2006

	3
	15.02.2006
	01.04.2006

	4
	15.03.2006
	01.05.2006

	5
	01.04.2006
	15.05.2006

	6
	15.05.2006
	01.07.2006

	7
	15.07.2006
	01.09.2006

	8
	15.08.2006
	01.10.2006

	9
	15.09.2006
	01.11.2006

	10
	15.10.2006
	01.12.2006


Themes:
	1
	French Winawer Poisoned Pawn Variation, C18
	1. 5254 5756  2. 4244 4745  3. 2133 6824  4. 5455 3735  5. 1213 2433  6. 2233 7857  7. 4174 4837 8. 7477 8878

	
	
	

	2
	Sicilian Neo-Sveshnikov, B32
	1. 5254 3735  2. 7163 2836  3. 4244 3544  4. 6344 5755  5. 4425 4746

	
	
	

	3
	Cambridge Springs Defence, D52
	1. 4244 4745  2. 3234 3736  3. 7163 7866  4. 2133 5756  5. 3175 2847  6. 5253 4815  7. 6342 6824  8. 4132 5655

	
	
	

	4
	Philidor-Larsen, C41
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 2836  3. 4244 5544  4. 6344 7776  5. 2133

	
	
	

	5
	King's Indian, E70
	1. 4244 7866  2. 3234 7776  3. 2133 6877  4. 5254 4746  5. 7152

	
	
	

	6
	Ruy Lopez - Bird Variation, C61
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 2836  3. 6125 3644

	
	
	

	7
	Soller Gambit, A40
	1. 4244 5755  2. 4455 2836  3. 7163 6766

	
	
	

	8
	King's Bishop's Gambit, C33
	1. 5254 5755  2. 6264 5564  3. 6134

	
	
	

	9
	Semislav Defence - Shabalov's Gambit, D45
	1. 4244 4745  2. 3234 3736  3. 7163 7866  4. 2133 5756  5. 5253 2847  6. 4132 6846  7. 7274

	
	
	

	10
	Sicilian Dragon, B72
	1. 5254 3735  2. 7163 4746  3. 4244 3544  4. 6344 7866  5. 2133 7776


Appendix F
E-MAIL THEMATIC TOURNAMENTS 2006

	Theme N°
	Entries not later than...
	Startdate

	
	
	

	1
	01.12.2005
	01.01.2006

	2
	01.01.2006
	01.02.2006

	3
	01.02.2006
	01.03.2006

	4
	01.03.2006
	01.04.2006

	5
	01.04.2006
	01.05.2006

	6
	15.04.2006
	15.05.2006

	7
	15.05.2006
	15.06.2006

	8
	01.06.2006
	01.07.2006

	9
	01.08.2006
	01.09.2006

	10
	01.09.2006
	01.10.2006

	11
	01.10.2006
	01.11.2006

	12
	01.11.2006
	01.12.2006


Themes:
	1
	Cozio Defence, C40
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 4745  3. 5445 4845

	
	
	

	2
	Slejpner, A00
	1. 2133 4745  2. 5254 4544

	
	
	

	3
	Frankenstein-Dracula, C27
	1. 5254 5755  2. 2133 7866  3. 6134 6654  4. 4185 5446  5. 3423 2836  6. 3325 7776  7. 8563 6765  8. 6345 4857  9. 2537 5848  10. 3718

	
	
	

	4
	Queen’s Indian, E18-9
	1. 4244 7866  2. 3234 5756  3. 7163 2726  4. 7273 3827  5. 6172 6857  6. 5171 5878  7. 2133 6654

	
	
	

	5
	Evans Gambit, C51-2
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 2836  3. 6134 6835  4. 2224

	
	
	

	6
	Slav Noteboom System, D31
	1. 4244 4745  2. 3234 5756  3. 2133 3736  4. 7163 4534

	
	
	

	7
	Ruy Lopez Zaitzev variation, C92
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 2836  3. 6125 1716  4. 2514 7866  5. 5171 6857 6. 6151 2725  7. 1423 4746  8. 3233 5878  9. 8283 3827  10. 4244 6858 11. 1214 8786  12. 2142

	
	
	

	8
	Myers Opening, A10
	1. 3234 7775

	
	
	

	9
	Sicilian Polugaevskij variation,  B96
	1. 5254 3735  2. 7163 4746  3. 4244 3544  4. 6344 7866  5. 2133 1716 6. 3175 5756  7. 6264 2725

	
	
	

	10
	Keres Defence, D06
	1. 4244 4745  2. 3234 3865  3. 7163 5756

	
	
	

	11
	Relfson Gambit, C44
	1. 5254 5755  2. 7163 2836  3. 4244 5544  4. 6125 6835

	
	
	

	12
	English Opening, A29
	1. 3234 5755  2. 7273 7866  3. 6172 4745  4. 3445 6645  5. 7163 2836  6. 5171 4526  7. 2133 6857  8. 1213 5878  9. 2224 3856


Appendix G
WEBSERVER THEMATIC TOURNAMENTS 2006

	Theme N°
	Entries not later than...
	Startdate

	
	
	

	1
	15.01.2006
	01.02.2006

	2
	15.04.2006
	01.05.2006

	3
	15.08.2006
	01.09.2006

	4
	15.11.2006
	01.12.2006


Themes:
	1
	King’s Gambit, C30-C39
	1. 5254 5755  2. 6264

	
	
	

	2
	King’s Indian – Storm Attack, E76-9
	1. 4244 7866  2. 3234 7776  3. 2133 6877 4. 5254 4746  5. 6264

	
	
	

	3
	Sokolsky, A00
	1. 2224

	
	
	

	4
	Balogh Counter Gambit, B07
	1. 5254 4746  2. 4244 6765


Appendix H
ICCF Tournament Rules 

(valid as from 1.1.2006)

0.  Overview
0.1
The correspondence chess tournaments of the ICCF are divided into:

(a)
Title Tournaments

(b)
Promotion Tournaments,


(c)
Cup Tournaments,


(d)
Special Tournaments.

0.2
Normally, the entry fee for each tournament will be decided by Congress. Entry to a tournament will be accepted only if it is accompanied by payment of the entry fee to the collection agency designated by the ICCF.

0.3
Unless explicitly stated otherwise each player plays one game simultaneously against each of the other players in the tournament or section; the colour will be decided by lot. 

1.
Title Tournaments
1.0.1
The ICCF Title Tournaments comprise:

(a)
World Correspondence Chess Championships (Individual)

(b)
Ladies World Correspondence Chess Championships (Individual)

(c)
Correspondence Chess Olympiads (World Championships for National Teams)

(d)
Ladies Correspondence Chess Olympiads (World Championships for Ladies National Teams)


All entries for the Title Tournaments must be processed via the Member Federations.  Direct entries are allowed only in exceptional cases and the Title Tournaments Commissioner will individually consider these.

1.0.2
The World Championships organised by the ICCF comprise Preliminaries, Semi-Finals, Candidates' Tournament and Final.

1.0.3
The Preliminaries, Semi-Finals and Candidates' Tournaments comprise separate sections played normally by post, by Email and by webserver. The qualifications reached in postal tournaments can be used in Email and webserver tournaments and vice versa. 
1.0.4
The Preliminaries, Semi-Finals and Candidates' Tournaments are progressive tournaments. New sections of the World Championship Preliminaries, Semi-Finals and Candidates' Tournaments will be started throughout the year, as soon as there are a sufficient number of qualifiers wishing to begin play in the section, using their preferred method of transmission of moves (i.e. post, Email or webserver transmission). All kind of information with regard to the category of the tournament, title norms and promotional provisions will be given in the start documents.

1.0.5
The scheduling of World Championships Finals is the responsibility of the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner, in consultation with Executive Board / Congress. Announcements of the Finals will be published at the latest 4 months before they start. Entries must be sent to the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner at the latest at the date shown in the announcement of the Tournament. In cases of emergency, the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner is entitled to extend the deadline for entries or to shift forward the start of the Tournament.

1.0.6
The division into groups in the Preliminaries, Semi-Finals and Candidates' Tournaments will be done by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner. For information purposes only, the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner will publish on the ICCF website a regularly updated overview of all players who have achieved the various qualifications ("Table of Qualifiers").

1.0.7
The qualifications for the Preliminaries, Semi-Finals and Candidates' Tournaments reached in accordance with this part of Tournament Rules (paragraphs 1.1 to 1.3) are not limited by time and can be used only once, except for the special qualification provisions based on the World Champion titles, ICCF titles or rating points achieved. From one Preliminary, Semi-Final or Candidates' Tournament, it is only possible to reach one qualification for a further World Championship stage. The Ladies Grandmaster and Ladies International Master titles do not entitle their holders to participate in the World Championship Semi-Finals or Candidates' Tournament.

1.0.8
ELO ratings used in these Rules refer to the valid ICCF Rating list at the time of submitting the entry to the TTC.

1.0.9
Unless otherwise specified in the start documents, ties are broken when considering qualifications for the Preliminaries, Semi-Finals, Candidates' Tournaments and Finals.

1.0.10
On special and exceptional occasions, the ICCF Executive Board is entitled to announce special tournaments which provide qualifications for the Preliminaries, Semi-Finals, Candidates' Tournaments or Finals. The exact conditions of promotions must be fixed in the announcement of the particular Tournament. Furthermore, the ICCF Executive Board will decide on any application not covered by this regulation.

1.1
Preliminaries of the World Correspondence Chess Championship

1.1.1 The following will reach a full qualification to enter a Preliminary section:

(a)
the participants in one of the previous or running Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals) who have scored at least 40% of the possible points if they have not earned a higher qualification

(b)
the participants in the previous or running Semi-Finals who scored at least 50% of the possible points
(c)
those players, who, at the time of nomination have ratings less than 2400 (fixed or unfixed), are entered through their own national organisation. In each calendar year, each member Federation will be allowed to nominate 2 (two) players (quota) for the WCCC Preliminaries (or Semi-Finals). Additionally, for Federations declaring 200+ members (according to the membership fee statistics) for the previous year, 1 extra Member Federation Nomination (MFN) will be allowed, for Federations declaring 500+ members 2 extra MFN will be allowed, for 1000+ members 3 extra MFN, for 2000+ members 4 extra MFN and for 5000+ members 5 extra MFN. MFN’s shall be allocated to either Preliminaries or Semi-Finals according to their ratings – those with ratings (fixed or unfixed) less than 2400 shall be allocated to Preliminaries whilst those with ratings of 2400 and above shall be allocated to Semi-Finals (Rule 1.2.2 (j)),

(d)
Winners of ICCF World Tournaments – Master class,

(e)
Any player with a rating of 2500 and above,

(f)
The holders of the International Master Title with a rating above 2300,

(g)
The holders of the Senior International Master Title with a rating above 2250,

(h)
The holders of the Grandmaster Title,

(i)
The two top finishers from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of the tournament Category below IV with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: top three); the third and fourth placed players from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of tournament Category IV to VI with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: places fourth and fifth).

1.1.2 The following will reach a half qualification to enter a Preliminary section.

(a)
those players who achieve 2nd place in a Master Class group,

(b)
those players who achieved 1st place in a 7 player Master Class group, or 2nd place in a 15-player Master Class group (old Master Class tournaments).

1.1.3
Normally a Preliminary section will consist of 13 participants.

1.2
Semi-Finals of the World Correspondence Chess Championship
1.2.1
To enter a Semi-Final, a player must achieve at least one full qualification or two half qualifications.

1.2.2
The following will reach a full qualification to enter a Semi-Final:

(a)
the participants in one of the previous or running Finals if they have not earned a higher qualification,

(b)
the participants in one of the previous or running Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals) who have scored at least 50% of the possible points if they have not earned a higher qualification,

(c)
the participants in the previous or running Semi-Finals who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the Candidates' Tournament,

(d)
the top two finishers from a Preliminary section,

(e)
the participants in a Final of the World Cup Tournament who achieved at least 60% of the possible points (regardless of the category); and/or the top two finishers in a Final of the World Cup Tournament when its Category is 6 or below;
(f)
the two top finishers from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of the tournament Category IV to VI with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: top three); the third and fourth placed players from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of tournament Category VII to IX with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: places fourth and fifth),

(g)
the holders of the Correspondence Chess International Master title with fixed ratings above 2500,

(h)
the holders of the Correspondence Chess Senior International Master title with fixed ratings above 2450,

(i)
the holders of the Grandmaster Title with ratings above 2400,

(j)
those players, who, at the time of nomination have ratings of 2400 and higher, are entered through their own national organisation (see 1.1.1c).
(k)
those players who have a fixed rating above 2550, in the most recent rating list prior to the start date of the Semi-Final.
1.2.3
Normally, a Semi-Final section will consist of 13 participants.

1.3
Candidates' Tournament
1.3.1
The following will be entitled to enter the Candidates' Tournament:

(a)
the participants of one of the previous or running Finals who scored at least 50% of the possible points,

(b)
the participants in the previous or running Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals) who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the Final,

(c)
the top two players in every Semi-Final group.
(d)
the two top finishers from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of the tournament Category VII to IX with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: top three); the third and fourth placed players from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of tournament Category X and above with 13 or less players (with 14 or more players: places fourth and fifth),

(e)
the first and second placed players in a Final of the World Cup Tournament, when said Final is of Category 7 or above.
(f)
all previous World Correspondence Chess Champions,

(g)
the holders of the Senior International Master Title with ratings above 2525,
(h)
the holders of the Grandmaster Title with ratings above 2475,

(i)
those players who have a fixed rating of 2600 and above in the most recent rating list prior to the start date of the particular section of the Candidates' Tournament.
1.3.3
Normally, the Candidates' Tournament sections will consist of 13 participants.

1.4
Final of the World Correspondence Chess Championship
1.4.1
The following will be entitled to enter the Final:

(a) Any World Champion and runner-up in a WCCC Final have the right to participate in one subsequent Final. In the case of runner-ups, ties are not broken.

 (b)
the two top players from the Candidates' Tournaments (3/4-Finals).
(c)
the top two finishers from the acknowledged Zonal Championships of the tournament Category X or above with 13 or less players (with 14 or more: top three).

1.4.2
The Final should normally consist of 15 participants. Should the number of entered qualifiers exceed these levels, the Title Tournaments Commissioner will determine the number of participants, after a consultation with the ICCF Executive Board.
1.4.3
The Final qualifications could be deferred only five times, except for the former World Champions who would be entitled to enter once in any of the following Finals if they express their interest to participate and request their inclusion one month before the deadline at the latest.

1.4.4
Where vacancies exist for a Final, after all qualifiers wishing to play have been included, then the Executive Board may admit the next qualified players from the previous Final or Candidates. The Executive Board also has the right to grant up to two free places on the basis of extraordinary international performance.

1.5
Semi - Finals of the Ladies World Correspondence Chess World Championship
1.5.1
The following will be entitled to enter a Semi-Final:


(a)
the participants of one of the two previous Finals who have scored at least 30% of the possible points,


(b)
the participants of one of the two previous Semi-Finals who have scored at least 60% of the possible points,


(c)
holders of the title International CC Ladies' Master and lady players who are entered through the individual national CC federations according to a quota set by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the ICCF Executive Board,


(d)
those lady players whose most recent published rating prior to the tournament start date, corresponds to a minimum established by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the ICCF Executive Board.

1.5.2
The assignment to the sections will be decided by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner.
1.5.3
Normally, Semi-Final sections will comprise at least 9 players.

1.6
Final of the Ladies World Correspondence Chess World Championship
1.6.1
The Final will have at least 11 players.

1.6.2
The following will be entitled to enter the Final:


(a)
the top three finishers from the previous Final,


(b)
the winners and runners-up in each Semi-Final section

1.6.3
No ties are broken when considering qualifications for the Final.

1.6.4
If several players with the right to take part drop out, the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner may admit the next qualified players from the previous Final or Semi-Final. The Executive Board also has the right to grant up two free places on the basis of extraordinary international performance.

1.7
Correspondence Chess Olympiad (World Championship For National Teams)
1.7.1
The Correspondence Chess Olympiads will be played separately as team tournaments and may be played by post, Email or webserver. Normally, the Correspondence Chess Olympiads played by post will be played in a three year cycle, and the Correspondence Chess Olympiads played by Email or webserver will be played in a two year cycle.

1.7.2
The number of players in a team will be set out in the announcement.

1.7.3
The tournaments will consist of a preliminary round and a final round.
1.7.4
Normally, the final round will not consist of more than 13 teams.

1.7.5
Those ICCF member countries which have met their financial commitments are entitled to take part with one team each. At the discretion of the ICCF Executive Board, combined teams consisting of players from those countries with low levels of correspondence chess activity may be entered.

1.7.6
The first three teams of a final will qualify for the next final round. The qualifications from Email tournaments and from webserver tournaments are interchangeable.

1.7.7
The right to be promoted from the preliminaries as well as other details shall be determined by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the Executive Board at the start of the tournament.

1.8
Ladies' Correspondence Chess Olympiad (World Championship For Ladies' National Teams)
1.8.1
The Ladies' Correspondence Chess Olympiads shall be played as team tournaments normally played by post, by Email or by webserver. The way of transmission of moves will be decided in the announcement.


Normally, the Ladies' Correspondence Chess Olympiads will be played in a four-yearly cycle.

1.8.2
The number of players in a team will be set out in the announcement.

1.8.3
The tournaments will consist of a preliminary round and a final round.

1.8.4
Normally, the final round will consist of not more than 11 teams.

1.8.5
Those ICCF member countries which have met their financial commitments are entitled to take part with one team each. At the discretion of the ICCF Executive Board, combined teams consisting of players from those countries with low levels of correspondence chess activity may be entered.

1.8.6
The first four teams of the each final will qualify for the next final round.

1.8.7
The right to be promoted from the preliminaries as well as other details will be determined by the ICCF Title Tournaments Commissioner and approved by the Executive Board at the start of the tournament.

2
Promotion Tournaments
2.1
The promotion tournaments will be played in 3 classes:


(a)
Open class,


(b)
Higher class,


(c)
Master class.

2.2
Master class tournaments will consist of 11 player sections. Higher and Open class shall have 7 players per section. All correspondence chess players are eligible to participate. Correspondence chess players from non-ICCF member countries will have to enter via the Direct Entry programme and they are eligible to take part in the World Championship.

2.3
Simultaneous participation in promotion tournaments of different classes is not allowed; however simultaneous participation in several promotion tournaments of the same class is allowed.

2.4
Every section winner in promotion tournaments has the right to participate in the next higher class.

2.5
Any player may begin in Open Class as they wish. Entry into the Higher class or into the Master class, if desired, must be accompanied by a statement of qualification made by the appropriate national correspondence chess organisation.

3
World Cup Tournaments
3.1
A World Cup tournament will normally be started every second year.

3.2
Each round will be completed in two years.

3.3
Each group will consist of 7-11 players in the preliminary round; 9-13 in the intermediate and 9-15 in the final round. Each player plays one game with every player of his group simultaneously.

3.4
All groups of the preliminary and of the intermediate rounds start on the same day.
3.5
Only the group winner (ties to be decided by point’s evaluation) will be promoted to the next round. The group winners of the preliminary round and of the intermediate round win a prize. Prizes will be awarded to half the participants in the final round.

3.6
The winner of the final round has the right to take part in the final round of the next correspondence chess World Cup tournament without paying any entry fee. Participants in the final round have the right to take part in the intermediate round of the next correspondence chess World Cup tournament.
3.7
Additionally, participants in a World Cup Final can achieve rights to participate in World Correspondence Chess Championship Semifinals and/or Candidate sections [see 1.2.2(e) and 1.3.1(e)].
4
Special Tournaments
4.1
Special tournaments e.g. Master Norm Tournaments, Memorial tournaments, Thematic tournaments, etc., will be announced separately by the ICCF Executive Board.

4.2
International correspondence chess tournaments by national correspondence chess organisations require the approval of the ICCF Executive Board before their announcement. Invitations to individual players for such authorised tournaments should be made with the permission of the national correspondence chess organisation of which the player in question is a member.

5
Tie Breaking
5.1
If tie-breaking is to be used, the following will apply for two or more players, or two or more teams with the same number of points in tournaments organised by the ICCF:

5.2
Individual tournaments:


(a)
points evaluation by the Sonneborn-Berger-System,


(b)
results of the tied players against each other.

5.3
Team Tournaments:


(a)
tie breaking on the basis of team results (2 additional points for a won match, 1 additional point for a drawn match),


(b)
the results of the tied teams against each other.


(c)
better individual result on bd.1 (following bd.2, 3 etc.)

5.4
If necessary, the organiser of the tournament is entitled to set up further tie-breaking procedures. These procedures must be indicated in the start list at the latest.

5.5
If players or teams are still tied after all relevant tie-breaking procedures have been used, the players or teams will be considered equal.

6
Withdrawal & Substitutions
6.1
Players who need to withdraw must forward an application to the Tournament Director giving adequate reasons for the withdrawal. All opponents must be informed of the withdrawal and that the Tournament Director has been notified. A player who withdraws before the start of the tournament and before starting any game will incur no penalties.

6.2
The Tournament Director will accept the following reasons for the withdrawal as adequate:


(a)
Death


(b)
Serious and debilitating illness which make it impossible for the player to continue play for a period of at least 3 months.


(c)
Circumstances outside the control of the player which make it impossible for him to continue play for a period of at least 3 months (Wars, civil unrest, natural disasters and other similar circumstances)


(d)
Personal circumstances of the player which make it impossible for him to continue play for a period of at least 3 months. These circumstances may be varied but must be detailed in full at the time of application.

6.3
Approved applications result in the withdrawal of that player from all ICCF-approved events in which they are participating.  TD's/TO’s will advise the ICCF World Tournament Director, who will maintain a record of all such applications and notify the player's federation and the Ratings Commissioner must also be informed. Players who are subsequently found to have abused the privileges afforded by this Rule will automatically receive a suspension from all ICCF events for a period of 5 years. Players who are granted an "Accepted Withdrawal" may not enter any ICCF event for at least 6 months afterwards. When submitting applications under paragraph. d) players must provide full details of their games to that point. Whenever possible, such details should also be provided for applications under paragraphs. a) - c).

6.4
If the reason for the withdrawal is considered inadequate and not accepted by the Tournament Director, or a second withdrawal according to paragraph 6.3 occurs within a short time, the case will be forwarded to the respective Tournament Office for review, and consultation with the appropriate national federation. If the withdrawal application is confirmed to be inadequate and not accepted, the player will be given the option to continue the games. A player who nevertheless withdraws is considered as a "Not Accepted Withdrawal" in all ICCF-approved events in which he is participating and may not enter any ICCF events for at least 12 months. Additionally, a bond will be paid on entry to the next tournament to be held by the federation initially collecting the entry. This will be at least double the entry fee and will be refunded if the conduct has been regular at the conclusion of the tournament; otherwise, it will be forfeited and the ICCF will receive an amount equal to its portion of the entry fee. The federation will inform the Tournament Office that the player is playing under a performance bond.

6.5
If a player withdraws "silently", i.e. without informing either his opponents or the Tournament Director, he may be penalised by being suspended from tournament entry for two years. When he is re-admitted to the tournaments, he will pay a bond according to paragraph 6.4. A second silent withdrawal will result in a minimum five year suspension.

6.6
A player who pays the bond and concludes a tournament in accordance with the rules will be exempt from paying further bonds as long as his tournaments are completed normally.

6.7
The games will be conducted according to the Tournament and Playing Rules of the ICCF plus the following additional rules:

(a)
Exceeding the time limit is valid only if it is confirmed by the Tournament Director (if a player agrees that he has exceeded the first time limit, this takes effect only after confirmation by the Tournament Director),

(b)
If a player stops play, or if the Tournament Director has awarded the first exceeding of time and considers that an orderly continuation of play is threatened (e.g. sickness, special leave beyond the prescribed norm, etc.) the Tournament Director can call upon the Team Captain to replace this player within a prescribed time (at most two months),

(c)
If a player dies, the Tournament Director will decide whether his games will be adjudicated or whether the Team Captain shall name a substitute player,

(d)
A month after the start, the Team Captain will ensure that all players have begun play. If a player of a team has not begun play against all opponents within two months after the starting date despite written reminders by his opponents, and his Team Captain has not informed the Tournament Director within this time that a substitute player was placed on the board, then the team will lose the game on that board.

(e)
In instances where a player is substituted, the replacement player may, if none of the games have been completed and also if the average number of moves played in all the games is less than 10, request to be granted "Replacement" status. This may be granted only with the agreement of the Tournament Director and the consent of the Qualifications Commissioner and will entitle the replacement player to have all his/her results rated and also to become eligible to achieve Title norms. In instances where "Replacement" status is granted, the Tournament Category shall be recalculated and Title Norms shall be revised if necessary. If the recalculated Tournament Category is less than that at the start of the event then the Tournament Category (and Title Norms) shall remain unchanged. However, with regard to qualification for the GM Norm, the number of GM's/SIM's listed at the start of the event shall remain unchanged regardless of any change to the Tournament Category.
In instances where a player is substituted and the replacement player chooses not to seek "Replacement" status and also where it is no longer possible for the replacement player to achieve "Replacement" status, the Tournament Category and Title Norms shall remain unchanged and it shall not be possible for the replacement player to achieve any Title Norms. However, in such instances, the replacement player shall be rated only in those games which end in results favourable to his/her rating. Those results which are unfavourable to the replacement player's rating shall be credited to the original player who was replaced.
(f)
The Team Captain may demand all documents from a substituted player. If this is not possible, he has the right to request them (inter alia, the progress of the game) from the opponent team captains. When making such a request, the reason for it must be given.

(g)
In team tournaments where several teams play over several boards, the allocation of colours will be so arranged that the team which has drawn 1 on board 1 will have white against those teams which have drawn an even number and a change of colour will always alternate in the direction of board and player.
7
Rating Numbers
7.1
It is the sincere wish of the ICCF to award equivalent titles for equivalent achievement. Under the ICCF rating system each player obtains a rating based upon a method of statistical probability, calculated from tournament results over a period of many years. The qualification norms for awarding titles in a tournament are based upon an average of the individual ratings of the participants.

7.2
The tournaments which are taken into the rating system are:


(a)
All ICCF tournaments except thematic tournaments,


(b)
principal zonal tournaments, team championships, Master Class, Higher Class and Open class promotion tournaments,


(c)
all such national tournaments which require a qualification from master class, as well as the final of a national championship, team championship or cup final. Based on an application from the national federation, preliminaries for a national championship may also be included, 


(d)
individual and team tournaments authorised by the ICCF-Congress or Executive Board,

(e)
friendly matches between countries.

7.3
Each player who has completed games in the tournaments referred to in 7.2 obtains a rating. This rating will be published only if the player has completed at least 12 games. A rating based on at least 30 completed games is a "fixed" rating.

7.4
The rating calculation procedure would use players' ratings as at the start of a tournament for those players with a published rating in the applicable ratings list. For newer players, FIDE ratings may be used if available, failing which a player would be regarded as having a rating equal to the tournament level.

7.5
A new rating list will be released twice each year, in which the results of games reported during the previous rating period have been calculated. The rating periods are January-June and July-December, respectively. These lists will be released on October 1st and April 1st, respectively, and will be made available on the ICCF website. 

7.6
The rating list will contain:


(a)
the effective date (April-September and October-March, respectively),


(b)
a list of rated events,


(c)
the name and federation of each player with at least 12 rated games,


(d)
the ICCF title held by each player listed,


(e)
the current rating of each player listed,


(f)
distinguish marks for inactive players.

7.7
Players who appeared on previous lists but who do not qualify for a rating because they have been inactive are nevertheless considered currently at their most recently published rating. Players will be considered inactive if they do not finish a rateable game in a rating period. Inactive players will continue to be shown for five years after being considered inactive.

8.
Titles
8.1
The ICCF awards the following titles:


(a)
Correspondence Chess World Champion,


(b)
Correspondence Chess Ladies' World Champion,


(c)
Correspondence Chess Grandmaster,


(d)
Senior International Correspondence Chess Master,


(e)
International Correspondence Chess Master,


(f)
Correspondence Chess Ladies Grandmaster,


(g)
International Correspondence Chess Ladies' Master,


(h)
International Arbiter of the ICCF,

8.2
The title "Correspondence Chess World Champion" is awarded to the winner of the World Championship Final. Each World Champion should be numbered according to the cycle being played and he/she retains with this title forever.

8.3
The title "Correspondence Chess Ladies' World Champion" is awarded to the winner of the World Correspondence Chess Ladies' Championship Final (Individual). Each Ladies’ World Champion should be numbered according to the cycle being played and she retains with this title forever.

8.4
The title "Correspondence Chess Grandmaster" is not limited in time and is awarded to:


(a)
those players who gain places 1-3 in the WC final,


(b)
the player who has the best result on board 1 in the final of the CC Olympiad,


(c)
those players who gain at least two grandmaster results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games,


(d)
those players for whom the national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-third's majority vote of a Congress must be obtained.

A Grandmaster title based upon results under (c) will not be awarded unless at least five of the players in the tournament(s) have been grandmasters or players with a fixed rating of at least 2600. However, of this five-player quota a maximum of two may be substituted by two SIM players each.

8.5
The title "Senior International Correspondence Chess Master" is not limited in time and is awarded to:

(a)
those players who achieve at least two senior master results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games; however one or more international master result over a total maximum of 14 games in an event or events which started or were approved prior to the Daytona 2000 Congress, will count towards a Senior International Master title.

(b)
those players for whom the national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this, a two-third's majority vote of a Congress must be obtained.

8.6
The title "International Correspondence Chess Master" is not limited in time and is awarded to:


(a)
those players who qualify for the World Championship Final or gain a master result in a ¾-Final (Candidates' tournament),


(b)
the player who takes first place in the World Correspondence Chess Ladies' Championship,


(c)
the player who takes first place in the ICCF World Cup Tournament Final,


(d)
those players who gain two or more master results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games,


(e)
those players for whom their national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-thirds majority vote of the Congress must be obtained.

8.7
The title of "Correspondence Chess Ladies Grandmaster" is not limited in time and is awarded to:


(a)
those players who gain places 1-3 in the World Ladies' Championship,


(b)
the player who has the best result on board 1 in the Final of the Correspondence Chess Ladies' Olympiad,

 (c)
those players who achieve two or more Ladies' Grandmaster Results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games.


(d)
those players for who their national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-thirds majority vote of Congress must be obtained.

8.8
The title "Correspondence Chess Ladies Master" in not limited and is awarded to:


(a)
those players in the World Correspondence Chess Ladies' Championship Final who score at least 60% of the possible points,


(b)
those players in the World Correspondence Chess Ladies' Olympiad Final who score at least 60% of the possible points on board 1,


(c)
those players who achieve two or more ladies' master results in international title tournaments with a total of at least 24 games.


(d)
those lady players for whom their national federation makes an appropriately qualified application. For this a two-thirds' majority vote of the Congress must be obtained.

8.9
The title "International Arbiter of the ICCF" is not limited in time and will be awarded:


(a)
for four year's successful work as Tournament Director of the ICCF promotion and/or title tournaments without a break, supervising a minimum of 1,000 games.

(b)
for six year's successful work as Tournament Director of the ICCF promotion and/or title tournaments with a break, supervising a minimum of 1,000 games.
The Arbiter’s Committee (ACO) will support the award of titles based on substantiated qualifications prior to the 1,000 game requirement.
8.10

Every title holder receives a certificate which is awarded by Congress.

8.11 Submissions for the posthumous award of ICCF Titles may only be made not more than 2 years following a nominee’s death.

9.
Rules for International Team Tournaments
9.1
International team tournaments must be conducted by a Tournament Director.

9.2
Each team must have a team captain.

9.3
The tournament notices should contain:


(a)
the name of the organisation which is promoting the tournament,


(b)
the teams entitled to take part in the tournament and the condition of selection,


(c)
the conditions for conducting the tournament: the maximum number of teams in the preliminary round groups, the semi-finals and finals, regulations for admission to the next higher round,


(d)
the number of boards in each team,


(e)
the number of games to be played at each board,


(f)
the rules for the substitution of players,


(g)
the starting date and the intended concluding date of the tournament,


(h)
the name of the Tournament Director.

9.4
The Tournament Director will maintain contact with the Team Captains. Direct contact with each player is not desirable except when it is unavoidably necessary.

9.5
In the case of disputes the Team Captains should make every effort to come to agreement with each other and only if this fails, to refer the matter to the Tournament Director. However the Tournament Director remains responsible for the conduct and progress of the tournament and may intervene directly if necessary.

10.  Players‘ Eligibility

10.1 A player’s Member Federation is normally the federation of his / her country of citizenship or residence.

10.2
When players move country of permanent residence and wish to change federation, they may do this with the mutual consent of the respective federations.
10.3
When the transfer is approved, the new Member Federation shall notify the ICCF Ratings Commissioner. The player’s ICCF Identification Number and ratings history stay with the player regardless of the change in Member Federation.
10.4
A player may appeal to the Arbitration Commission (whose decision would be final) if there is an objection to the transfer.

11. Live display of games
Provided that it is not stated otherwise in the tournament announcement and/or in the start documents, any player is allowed to publish or submit for publishing on the internet or elsewhere any unfinished games or positions played by him/her under the conditions that:

- all his/her games in the tournament are already different from each other,
- the game (position) is demonstrated with a delay of at least 3 moves,
- the URL of the subject website is given,
- the date of the last update is mentioned,
- his/her opponents involved, officially agree with the live-publishing of their game and declare this to the Tournament Director.
The Tournament Director is not expected to check player's private websites regularly. However, if his/her attention is drawn to a violation of this rule by another person, he shall investigate.
When a player violates this guideline for the first time, then the TD shall not apply any sanctions, but simply order the change of the status of the published game according to this rule.
When a player violates this rule for a second time in the same tournament, the player shall be penalised by 10 extra days added to his time of reflection in all games of the respective tournament.
When a player violates this rule for a third time in the same tournament, the player shall be disqualified from this tournament and all his/her remaining unfinished games shall be scored as losses.
When a player violates this rule repeatedly in various tournaments, the World Tournament Director is authorised to ban this player from ICCF play for 2 years.
The jurisdiction to deal with appeals concerning violations of this rule is designated to the Appeals Commission (Other ICCF Rules).
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1. Organisation of the ICCF Arbiter sector

ICCF divides the Arbiter sector into the area of Tournament Directors (TD), Tournament Directors with the International Arbiter title (IA), and the “Arbiter Committee” (ACO) that supervises the work of all TDs and IAs.

2. Tournament Director

Every ICCF tournament group must have a Tournament Director (TD). The TD is responsible for the smooth running of the tournament group. Clear details of a TDs obligations and work are given in this section.

The following tournaments may be controlled by a TD without an Arbiter title:

Thematic Tournaments, World Cup Preliminaries and Semifinals, Webserver Open Tournament Preliminaries and Semifinals, Champions League (B, C and D), Promotion Classes (Open Class, Higher Class, Master Class), Invitational tournaments (Category I-VI), Zonal events (Class events; Championship Preliminaries and Semifinals; Team events Preliminaries; etc).
The following tournaments must be controlled by a TD with the IA title:

World Cup Final, Master Norm tournaments, Grandmaster Norm, World Championship Semifinals, World Championship Candidates, World Championship Final, Champions League A, Webserver Open Tournament Final, Olympiad Preliminaries, Olympiad Final, Invitational tournaments (Category VII and higher), Zonal events (Championship Finals, Team event Finals).
2.0.1 International correspondence chess clubs affiliated to ICCF

Every group run by International correspondence chess club affiliated to ICCF must also have a TD. TDs from those clubs report to those clubs and not to the ACO. The TDs from those clubs need to be trained in usage of the Webserver. Other parts of this manual may apply to them or not, as applicable.

2.0.2  Exceptions

The ACO may make exceptions to these Rules.

2.1. Requirements for an ICCF TD

ICCF TDs must be/have:

a) Knowledge of how CC games and tournaments are played

b) access to a computer and to the internet

c) a working email address

d) a continuously updated and working virus scanner for his email program

e) adequate computer skills

f) ability to read the major types of file attachments (text, Word documents, Excel, and PDF)

g) ability to work with the Chess Base software; CB Light can be downloaded for free from the CB homepage (please see 2.4.3.1.)

h) sufficient knowledge of the English language to understand and reply to messages

i) good communication skills

j) good knowledge of the ICCF Playing Rules

k) good knowledge of the Rules Guidelines

l) good knowledge of the ICCF statutes

m) an understanding of “Amici Sumus”

2.2. Start of a TD career

Interested players should apply to the ACO by email and state their preferences and abilities. The ACO then matches the interested player to the tournament organizer or tournament office that needs a new TD. TDs are then appointed by a tournament organizer. No TD shall work in tournaments organized directly by the ICCF without the confirmation of the ACO.

2.3. Start of a tournament

At least one week before the official tournament start, the start list, the valid Playing Rules, and the Rules Guidelines are to be sent out to the players by the tournament organizer. The TD receives a copy of these, a copy of the Tournament Rules, and further additional information if necessary. 

a) The TD must confirm the receipt of these documents to the organizer. He should prepare himself and his computer files for the tasks that are described in detail in paragraph 2.4. / see especially 2.4.3.1.).
b) At the beginning of the tournament a TD must make sure that every player’s email address is working by sending a little introductory note to all participating players.
c) The TD shall inform the players that no results will be official unless they are accompanied by the respective scoresheet in PGN (ICCF numeric or other notation form may be used in postal games). This is not applicable to Webserver events.

2.4. Tasks during the progress of the Tournament section
TDs are responsible for all tournament data and must perform regular file backups. In general, TDs must make sure that the tournament runs smoothly. He must deal with any disputes and complaints in an impartial manner and timely fashion, requesting advice as required. The TD must respond to the players promptly, especially on these points, to prevent players from being frustrated or withdrawing:

General duties and problem solving:

· Promptly answer player questions (rules, etc.)

· Promptly work on claims (“opponent doesn’t react”, time exceeding, intentional delays, etc.)

· Promptly confirm receipt of results to the players

· Provide players with updates as necessary (“new email address for Mr…”)

Organization of the tournament group:

· verify that every player starts his games (players are asked to confirm this to you)

· make sure that players stick to the rules

· collect results and game scores (see 2.4.3.1.)

· produce monthly reports for every section (see 2.4.1.2.)

· lead the group to its end (see 2.4.6.)

Contact with the tournament organizer:

· provide the tournament organizer with the regular result reports

· respond to requests from the tournament organizer

· provide updates on the tournament status regularly

Every TD must know and have permanent access to the following ICCF documents:

· Tournament Rules

· Playing Rules

· Playing Guidelines

· Arbiter Commission Manual for TDs

It is recommended that every TD download and learn how to use Eloquery.

Please notice that some of these activities are unnecessary when dealing with Webserver sections (e.g. informing changes of address).

2.4.1. Contact with the players

During the tournament, players will send you not only their results, but also requests for result reports, claims, requests for rule clarifications, and other questions. If a TD is not able to answer a player’s email within 3 days, he must acknowledge the receipt of the email and give an estimate when he will work on the matter. Every case should be processed as soon as possible. In any email, plain text is preferred.

If the TD must take a leave of more than 4 days, he must inform his players and the tournament organizer.
The motto of the ICCF is “Amici Sumus” meaning “We are friends.” Regardless of circumstances, the TD should always be polite to the players. The TD may find it necessary to reprimand players who are persistently rude or who refuse to obey the Rules or the TDs directions. Under Post and Email Playing Rule 13 and Webserver Playing Rule 10, the TD may penalise or disqualify players who ignore the Playing Rules and Guidelines.

a) The TD must give a written warning to the player after the first instance and only give sanctions after later instances of ignoring rules or rudeness.

b) A time penalty of 2 days shall be given for minor rules infractions or the first incident of rudeness.

c) If the player continues to repeat the same minor infraction (for example, if a player does not state the time count with his moves, and he has been asked to do so by the TD); then a time penalty of 2 days shall be given by the TD for each occurrence.

d) A time penalty of 10 days shall be given for more serious infractions.

e) In especially serious cases, (for example, continued insults to one or more opponents or to the TD), the TD may record a loss for the game involved or expel the player from the tournament and record losses of all unfinished games. In Team Tournaments, the TD may request that the player be replaced.

2.4.1.1. Player’s claims

When a player makes a formal claim, the TD must confirm the receipt of this claim, then collect all necessary information from all players involved, and make a decision according to the “ICCF Playing Rules” and the “ICCF Playing Rules Guidelines.” If a TD is unsure how to decide a case, he should contact his mentor TD. It is much better to ask for help than to sort out problems resulting from hasty or ill-considered decisions. This will help avoid further problems and appeals. The decision must be sent to every player involved with clear statement of the reasons for the decision with reference to the ICCF Rules or Guidelines, if possible.

If a TD becomes aware of a problem, he may act on it without waiting for a player to first make a claim.

2.4.1.2. Reports to the players

When a tournament has progressed to the point where results begin to be reported then the TD should inform the players of the new results once a month. Every ICCF tournament appears online as a webtable. The report will keep the players informed in case of delays in updating these webtables. The result report should be of a simple style including the tournament identification code, the result number, the player’s names, and the result itself as described in the following:

EM/H/150:

11. Noname 1 Anonymous, 12. Nobody 0 Kasparov, 13. Leko = Anand

The report should include any other information that the players need, for example, player and TD leaves:

“Leave Kasparov: 10.02. – 20.02.

2.4.1.3. Confirmation of player’s title qualifications

Title norms are only available in events that comply with certain requirements. The title norms of an event will be stated in the start list that is sent out at the beginning of a tournament group. These title norms may change only when a player is replaced or when one player withdraws from the tournament. See “Ratings and Titles” at the ICCF website or ask for information from the ICCF tournament office.

A) Before the tournament begins, the Tournament Office or Organiser sends a request to the ICCF Qualifications Commissioner to verify and confirm Title Norms.  The request should include:

1) Name of the tournament & starting date

2) Number of Participants

3) Number of Games

4) ICCF ID of the players

5) Players’ names

6) Players’ Titles (if any)

7) Players’ Country code

8) Players’ Ratings

9) Rating type (fixed, unfixed, FIDE rating, other club)

The ICCF QC will then confirm all details of the event, the category, and the score needed for each norm. The QC includes this information in his Report to Congress, which is annexed to the Minutes.

B) When a player achieves a norm, you must notify the ICCF QC with copies to the appropriate National Delegate, Tournament Office or Tournament Organiser, and Zonal Director. This report must include:

1) Name of the tournament:

2) Start date of the tournament:

3) Category of the tournament:

4) Name of the player:

5) ICCF ID of the player:

6) Nationality:

7) Norm achieved:

8) Number of GMs and SIMs:

9) Number of points required for the norm:

10) Score of the player so far:

That is all the TD has to do. The player’s national federation must then make the necessary application to the ICCF Qualification Commissioner.

C) Whenever a player needs to be substituted or replaced, the TD will advice the concerned players and teams, and will inform of the replacement or substitution to the Qualifications Commissioner, Ratings Commissioner and Title Tournaments Commissioner / Non-Title Tournaments Commissioner.

2.4.1.4. The running of a tournament

A nearly completed tournament group should not be left unattended for more than 2 months. A TD should ask for a report status of the remaining games after two months without news.

a) if both players answer your request, then the game shall continue.

b) If only one player replies, and his opponent has been silent for the time given in the Playing Rules, then the TD can award the game to the active player.

c) if neither player answers your repeated requests, then after a warning the game may be scored as lost for both players per the Rules.

2.4.1.5. Problems in certain games - TD copies

If any game is not running smoothly and regardless of the type(s) of problem(s), a TD has the authority to request that both players send him a copy of every move so that he can closely follow the game. In this case the TD must inform the players that no move can be regarded as legal if the TD did not receive his copy of it.
2.4.1.6. Publishing of games

Games may be disclosed to the public according to certain criteria. See Tournament Rule 11, Live display of games. The organiser has the final word on when and how games will be disclosed. In any tournament in which the organiser has not approved live display, it is important that the organiser be the first person to have access to the gamescores! Thereafter, they are to be distributed to the players and then to ICCF Games Archive & ICCF Telechess. In distributing games to the participating players, it is important that they are not prematurely disclosed (a player might have prepared a certain variation for all his games, and publishing one too early might indicate his line of play to the opponents he is still playing). If the organiser has not provided other guidelines, no game should be distributed until 80 games have already finished (in events with 13-or fewer players, the games may only be distributed once the last game has ended; in bigger events, games may be distributed before the last game has ended).

2.4.2. Monthly reports to ICCF

The ICCF Webtables team needs the new results of every section once a month to update the online crosstables. The tournament organizer shall provide you with a crosstable file that should make the update for the website crosstables easier. Please follow the instructions given for this crosstable, update your file accordingly and send the updated file to the ICCF webtables team on the 30th of each month. If you are not provided with a crosstable, you should prepare a report similar to the one you sent to the players. The same report may be used for both the Webtables team and the players. Your report should be sent in plain text (best is as a simple text file) to Webtables team. The Tournament Organizer will inform you of the exact date and the correct email address.  The report should have the following simple format:

EM/M/078: 35. Longlife = Anonymous, 36. Karpov 1 Topalov, 37. Nobody = Leko, 38. Ivanchuk = Anand

EM/M/079: No results to report

EM/M/080: 14. Armstrong 1 Ullrich, 15. Lakers = Mavericks

EM/M/081: 55. Munich 1 Manchester (group finished)

a) You must list every group for which you are TD even if it’s only to state “no results to report.”

b) Please do not repeat old results from previous months in new reports.

Please send in your report on time or early if are planning a vacation. This will keep both the players and the Tournament Organiser from filling your mailbox with requests.

2.4.3. Games

As TD you must collect all games being played in the tournament group and provide the tournament organizer, the players, and the ICCF with the games at the end of the tournament. Send a game report regardless of number of moves or quality of the game.

2.4.3.1. How to report and save games

For rating purposes a game can only have one result, for example, it cannot have a win for one player and a cancellation for the other. Pursuant to the Playing Rules, it is possible to record a loss for both players, 0:0, for example, if both withdraw silently or if no game result is sent to you. In other situations, games may be cancelled, C-C. Normally, it is not possible to change the result of a completed game. Only the TD can report or change a result.

Twice a year, the TD will be required to submit an updated report of all finished games to the Ratings Commissioner. The RC will contact you; make sure you comply with this!

Players are asked to send games results either as PGN file or in the following format (see sample report below). Please acknowledge receipt of the result promptly.

If you receive a result without a game report, or if the game report is not in one of the two mentioned formats, or if the game report is in any way incorrect (wrong moves, illegal moves, etc.), then you must reject the result and request that the player send you the game report in a proper format. Do not accept results that you cannot turn into a PGN file.

At least every 6 months, send the collected games in a PGN file to the ICCF Online Archive: gamesarchive@iccf.com.

[Event "EM/M/100"]                            = your tournament number

[White "Anonymous, Andy (ENG)"]   = last and first name 

[Black "Noname, Ned (HUN)"]           = last and first name

[Result "1-0"]                                       = 1-0 , 0-1 , 1/2-1/2
1. e4 d6 2. d4 g6 3. Nf3 Bg7 4. Be2 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nbd7 6. e5 Ng4
7. e6 Ndf6 8.exf7+ Kf8 9. Bf4 Nh6 10. Qd2 Nxf7 11. O-O-O c6
12. h4 Qa5 13. Ng5 b5 14. a3 Bd7 15. h5 Nxg5 16. Bxg5 h6
17. Bxf6 Bxf6 18. hxg6 Kg7 19. Rh5 Kxg6 20. Bd3+ Kf7 21. Qf4 Rag8
22. Rdh1 Ke8 23. Kb1 Bg5 24. Qe4 Qc7 25. d5 Rf8 26. dxc6 Bf5
27.Nxb5 1-0

This format can easily be transferred by you to a PGN file. When you receive a result please check and correct the PGN report if needed. If you have received a poorly formatted result, then send it back to the player and require a clean report before you record the result. It is the TD’s decision to accept a result report or not. In general, it is faster to correct the game report yourself than ask for a clean report from the player. The header of the PGN file is not as important; you should always use the method of transferring the PGN moves only in a tournament template (see below) of Chess Base, which ensures uniform game headers / player’s names / tournament data.

A TD should save games in an electronic format (preferably Chess Base (CB) or Chess Base Light, downloadable at “http://www.chessbase.com/download/index.asp”).

Once the TD has received the final pairings, he should create a "Tournament Template" in CB, where all the games from that same event will be saved.

Chess Base can automatically transfer a list of results to a tournament crosstable. You should check that the number of games in the tournament crosstable is the same that the one in the PGN file. If you have inserted games as described above (with uniform headers) these numbers will always be identical. When the number of games matches in both files, you can check for bad PGN reports by searching for games listed with a ‘c’ or ‘C’ to the right. Open the individual games, each time Chess Base finds a wrong move; it will show the string as a comment. You must locate the first wrong move with Chess Base, correct the PGN file with a text editor, and then reload the database under Chess Base. This process can be repeated until no game is displayed with a C to the right (except for regular comments on the games).
2.4.3.2. Crosstables

A TD should work with the crosstables that he receives from the tournament organizer for the result report. A TD should always have an overview of the standings. If he does not receive a file, it is recommended that the TD create one. Crosstables that include useful features such as automatic arrangement of players according to total points, or SB tiebreak, etc. can be ordered as Excel files from any ICCF tournament office or from the WTD. The players may download Eloquery to obtain similar information.

2.4.3.3. Adjudications

Adjudications should be avoided unless necessary. Few tournaments have a set date for close of play. Unless the start of the next round of a tournament is being delayed by an unfinished game, it is recommended that the game be allowed to continue. Otherwise, games that determine a promotion, title norm, or team placing must be adjudicated. If there is a date set for close of play, then any unfinished games at that date can either be continued or called in for adjudication. The Tournament Organizer should make these decisions. The TD may give notice that he will give the players a specific amount of time before requiring adjudication, especially in situations in which he is aware that the players may not finish in time for the next round.

Games that are not relevant for player or team promotion may continue as long as neither player is complaining about intentional delays or poor sportsmanship. Let the players enjoy the game.

The TD should send the relevant Adjudication Guidelines to all concerned players when Adjudications are needed. Make certain that you apply the current Adjudication Guidelines.

The Tournament Organiser should choose the Adjudicator. The Adjudicator’s playing strength should be in line with the tournament category or higher, or of the strength of the players in an Open or Cup tournament.

The TD must collect the game score and the analysis, if any, from the players according to the Playing Rules. The TD must then forward only the following information to the adjudicator:

· the game report in PGN

· the analysis from the players

· the players’ claiming of either a win or a draw

An adjudicator should not be given more games than he can decide within approximately 30 days. The Tournament Director shall promptly notify the players of the adjudicator's decision. The TD shall inform them whether an Appeal will be allowed, and if so, the date for filing an Appeal.

If the players appeal, the information must be sent to a different adjudicator, preferably one of a higher level of playing strength. The Tournament Organizer, the ICCF TO, or the National Federation may request that an ICCF commissioner choose the appeal adjudicator.
Some principles for adjudications in individual and team events:

a. If no result has been agreed by the date set by the announcement (or TD) for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall submit to the Tournament Director within 30 days the final position with a record of the moves played, and a statement claiming either a win or a draw. Failure to submit a claim shall result in a loss except as noted below in (c).

a. TEAM: If no result has been agreed by the date set for close of play, or after 3 years of play where no date was set for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall submit to the Tournament Director, through their Team Captain, within 30 days the final position with a record of the moves played, and a statement claiming either a win or a draw.  Failure to submit a claim shall result in a loss except as noted below in (c).

b. Players should submit analysis to support their claim of a win or draw. Claims of a win shall not be accepted for consideration without supporting analysis; such claims shall be treated as claims of a draw instead. Analysis does not necessarily mean possible variations; it also includes general plans where appropriate. Players who do not submit analysis forfeit their right to appeal the adjudicator’s decision.

c. In the event of withdrawal due to death, or an accepted withdrawal on the basis of extreme illness preventing the player from submitting a claim and analysis, the Tournament Director shall handle the game as if that player claimed a draw and submitted no analysis, with the following exceptions:

· All Title Tournaments

· All Tournaments with norms available, unless the result will have no effect on norms awarded
· All Tournaments with prize money, unless the result will have no effect on prize award.
· Any other tournament as determined by the WTD or as announced by the Tournament Director prior to the start of play.
d. In the event that both players claim a draw, the Tournament Director shall declare the game a draw.

e. The adjudicator should begin with the assumption that the position is a draw and only determine if the analysis of the player(s) claiming a win has presented his case and has relied on general chess principles to claim a win (e.g. extra material; exchange, typical endgame patterns, etc). In those cases where both players have submitted analysis that does not diverge for several moves, the adjudicator shall accept these moves as if played and start the adjudication at the new position reached. The adjudicator shall not use his own analysis to find a win that was not presented in the analysis. The adjudicator may assume that both players have access to available tablebases for endgame positions.

f. For games submitted under (c), the adjudicator shall first determine if the analysis of the other player is complete, correct, and irrefutable, and then the adjudicator may use his own analysis.  The adjudicator shall be mindful of the deceased player’s skill level, based upon the player’s rating and the strength of play in the game to reach the adjudicated position.

g. No player may be awarded a win when he has submitted a claim of a draw, or when he has submitted a claim of a win without supporting analysis.  The only exception shall be for those players covered under (c), who may be awarded a win based on the adjudicator’s analysis under (f), even in the event that the Tournament Director has submitted the position with a claim of a draw for that player.

h. The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator's decision to both players, indicating whether or not it is subject to appeal. The adjudicator need not provide any specific reason for the decision provided. The name of the adjudicator shall not be released without the prior consent of the adjudicator.

h. TEAM: The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator's decision to both Team Captains, indicating whether or not it is subject to appeal. The adjudicator need not provide any specific reason for the decision provided. The name of the adjudicator shall not be released without the prior consent of the adjudicator.

i. Any appeal against the adjudicator's decision must be sent to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the notification of the decision.
i. TEAM: Any appeal against the adjudicator's decision must be sent to the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, within 14 days of receiving the notification of the decision.

j. The Tournament Director shall then obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both players. The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted from either player. The name of the appeal adjudicator shall not be released with prior consent from the appeal adjudicator.

j. TEAM: The Tournament Director shall then obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both Team Captains. The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted. The name of the appeal adjudicator shall not be released with prior consent from the appeal adjudicator.

k. No additional analysis may be submitted by either player for an appeal.
2.4.4. Leave for the TD

A TD shall notify all players in his sections and the Tournament Office or Organiser of his planned dates for leave. The Tournament Office or Organiser may appoint a temporary TD if the TD has to take a leave of more than 3 weeks unless the TD expects to have internet access while he is away.

2.4.5. Replacement of a TD

A TD may be replaced if he is overwhelmed by the work or otherwise unable to continue or to take on new sections. The TD shall contact the Tournament Office or Organiser with details in these situations.

a) The TD cannot take on any new tournaments, and whether this is temporary or permanent.

b) The TD is unable to perform any work and needs an immediate replacement. If possible, the TD should provide the replacement TD with the information on his sections.

The silent withdrawal of a TD creates enormous problems for the Tournament Office or Organiser and for the players. Please ask for help before you become too far behind with the work. Be sure to let the Tournament Office or Organizer know when you are ready to volunteer as TD again.

2.4.6. End of a tournament group

When the last result comes in, you must produce a normal result report with the additional note saying “group finished”. Please send a friendly final note to the players with the final crosstable and the collected games to the players (in a PGN file or as a text file in the form of 2.4.3.1.) (preferably as an Excel file), for example:

Dear participants of …(tournament code),

I am pleased to announce the successful conclusion of your section.  I want to thank you all for a well played and amicable section and I hope you will join me in congratulating Mr/Mrs “X” for winning this tournament and congratulations too to Mr/Miss X, Y and Z for achieving International Titles/Norms. Please find attached the final standings of your section:

Best regards, Amici Sumus –

TD XY

…”

2.5. After the end of a tournament

A TDs work for a tournament group is finished when the TD has sent:

· the last result report of the section is sent to the players and the tournament organizer

· the full tournament file of all games of the tournament is given to the tournament organizer, the players and the ICCF

All TDs, whether for Open Class sections or for the World Championship Final, are equally important to ICCF. It is hoped that you will find the TD work fulfilling and continue either in the same level section or let the ACO know that you are hoping to take on different types of sections.

3. Mentor TD

A mentor TD shall be assigned to every TD by the ACO. This mentor TD will remain available to the TD on an ongoing basis and not just for a TDs first tournament. A mentor TD may be replaced by the ACO as needed. Every Mentor TD should have the IA title.

3.1. Work of a mentor TD

The mentor TD is a teacher or advisor rather than a supervisor. The mentor TD shall be a contact point for a TD when problems arise. He shall help with difficult claims from players, rule questions, and interaction with ICCF officials and national federation officials. The mentor TD should be able to provide an assessment of the TDs capabilities at the point when the TD has met the minimum requirements for the IA title or when requested by the ACO.

3.2. Nomination of mentor TDs
Every IA is a potential mentor TD. It is hoped that IAs will offer to help on their own. The ACO shall maintain list of all IAs indicating the number and names of TDs that each IA mentor is mentoring.

4. International Arbiters

See Tournament Rule 8.9. An IA is one who has proven his or her ability as ICCF Tournament Director and has met the minimum requirements of the Rule. Titles are awarded at the ICCF Congress.

5. Arbiter Committee
The Arbiter Commission (ACO) is the highest level in the ICCF arbiter sector. The ACO oversees all aspects of TD and arbiter work, training, development, and maintains a record of the TDs experience. The ACO recommends candidates for the IA title to the national federations and aides them in submitting applications to the QC.

5.1. Members of the ACO
The number of individual members of the ACO is not specified. Necessary members of the ACO are:

· World Tournament Director

· Chairman of the Appeals Commission (Playing Rules)

· two International Arbiters

· one Tournament Director without an arbiter title

The ACO must have a Chairman that is appointed by Congress. The ICCF Executive Board supervises the ACO between Congresses. Additional members of the ACO could be a member of the ICCF Executive Board, an ICCF Commissioners, or another arbiter.

5.2. Work of the ACO

5.2.1. New TDs

The ACO must check player applications. Points h) and i) of the TD requirements (see 2.1.) are especially important. The ACO may return as incomplete any application that does not cover all points. The ACO then adds the TD candidate to a list, which is offered online on the ICCF website. Tournament organizers should contact the ACO when they need a TD to direct new tournament groups. The ACO also can directly offer the TD candidates to suitable tournament organizers. The ACO will assign a mentor TD to new TDs when the new TD is assigned his first tournament.

5.2.2. TD title requirements

Normally the tournament organizer chooses TDs. The tournament organizer must be certain that the TD meets the experience level required or has the IA title per paragraph 2.. A tournament organizer must contact the ACO to make an exception if the TO picks a TD who does not fulfil the title requirement. 

5.2.3. TD databases

The ACO must keep these records:

a) An on-line list at the ICCF website with new TDs containing:

· name

· country

· email address

· language skills

b) An on-line list at the ICCF website showing current TDs containing:

· TDs – identification code

· name

· country

· email address

· arbiter title, if any

· name of mentor TD

c) A progress list of each TDs experience containing: 

· TD – identification code

· all the TDs tournaments described with the tournament code

· the number of participants of each tournament

· the year each tournament started

Every tournament organizer must inform the ACO of new assignments to each TD stating the tournament code, the number of participants, and the start date. Tournament Office Controllers who start new tournaments regularly may send the ACO the TDs assignments every 6 months.

5.2.4. Arbiter title applications

National federations are encouraged to contact the chairman of the ACO before making the official application to the Qualifications Commissioner for an arbiter title. The ACO will check the time served and number of games against the TD progress list (see 5.2.3 c)) and may also request comments from the mentor TD.

5.2.5. Arbiter Committee Manual for Tournament Directors

The ACO is responsible for the ICCF Arbiter Committee Manual for Tournament Directors. The ACO submits changes and additions to this manual to the Congress for approval. The ICCF Rules Commission is responsible for the ICCF Playing Rules and the Playing Rules Guidelines.

Appendix J
ICCF Playing Rules POST

Individual and Team tournament games

(Paragraphs for Team tournament games in Italic)

1) Play and Control

a. Games shall be played in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable.
b. A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and progress of the games.

c. TEAM: Each team has a Team Captain who shall maintain contact on behalf of the 

Players with the Tournament Director.

d. TEAM: In cases of misunderstanding between players the Team Captains should try to solve the problem before it is sent to the Tournament Director.

2) Transmissions

a. Moves shall be numbered and sent
b. in the numeric or a mutually agreed notation

c. using postcards (or letters)

d. bearing the name and address and signature of the sender and

e. a correct repetition of the opponent's latest move and confirmation of the postmark date.

f. The sender shall record on the reply

g. the date on which the opponent's latest move was delivered and

h. the expected postmark date of the reply.

i. Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move.

j. When the expected postmark date does not agree with the postmark, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move.

k. The time used for the move (see Rule 6d) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded.

l. Intercontinental games shall be played by first class / air mail / priority mail but a tournament announcement can make this mandatory also for other games.

m. If both players agree, moves may be transmitted by email or fax but these rules shall apply.

3) Failure to Reply

a. Should there be no reply to any move within 16 days plus the average time in the post both ways, the full details shall be repeated with an information copy to the Tournament Director. When replying to such a repeat an information copy to the Tournament Director must also be sent. 

a. TEAM: Should there be no reply to any move within 16 days plus the average time in the post both ways, the full details shall be repeated with an information copy to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain. When replying to such a repeat an information copy to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain must also be sent.

b. Games in which no move has been sent for four months may be scored as lost to a player who has not advised the Tournament Director and his/her opponent about the delay.

b. TEAM: Games in which no move has been sent for four months may be scored as lost to a player whose Team Captain has not advised the Tournament Director and the opposing team captain about the delay. 

4) Moves and Continuations

a. No legal move shall be retracted after posting - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves.

b. A correct repetition of the latest move is necessary for the sender's reply move to be valid.

c. Illegible or illegal moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question.

d. A blank card or a card posted without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move.

e. The omission or addition of chess indications (such as "check", "captures", "en passant") is without significance.

f. Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed.

g. Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply.

h. When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move.

5) Records and Reports

a. All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Tournament Director upon request.

a. TEAM: All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of he moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Team Captain and/or through him to the Tournament Director upon request.

b. If a player does not answer enquiries from the Tournament Director within 14 days plus the average time in the post both ways and without counting leave(s), that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament.

b. TEAM: If a player does not answer enquiries from the Team Captain (or through him from the Tournament Director) within 14 days plus the average time in the post both ways and without counting leaves, that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament. See also rule 9.

c. Changes of permanent postal and/or email address shall be notified to the Tournament Director and opponents. 

c. TEAM: Changes of permanent postal and/or email address shall be notified to the opponents and the Team Captain, who shall inform the Tournament Director.

d. The Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

d. TEAM: Through the Team Captain the Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

6) Time Allowed and Penalties

a. Each competitor is allowed 30 days for every 10 moves, unless the tournament announcement explicitly specifies otherwise. If, under rule 2 (m), electronic transmission is used, then a mutually agreed different time control may be used, subject to the consent of the Tournament Director. 

a. TEAM: Each competitor is allowed 30 days for every 10 moves, unless the tournament announcement explicitly specifies otherwise. If, under rule 2 (m), electronic transmission is used, then a mutually agreed different time control may be used, subject to the consent of the Tournament Director being obtained through the Team Captains.

b. The time limit may be exceeded once.

c. Time saved shall be carried forward.

d. The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent's latest move was delivered and the postmark date of the reply. If, under rule 2 (m), electronic transmission is used, then a mutual agreement on the interpretation of 'delivery date' is permitted, subject to the consent of the Tournament Director. 

d. TEAM: The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on the opponent's latest move was delivered and the postmark date of the reply. If, under rule 2 (m), electronic transmission is used, then a mutual agreement on the interpretation of 'delivery date' is permitted, subject to the consent of the Tournament Director being obtained through the Team Captains.

e. Time in the post is not counted.

f. Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move.

g. A penalty of five days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible, illegal or ambiguous move, incorrectly repeats the opponent's latest move or fails to send a move by air mail when this is mandatory.

7) Time Exceeding

a. Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

a. TEAM: Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

b. At the same time, the opponent shall be informed of the claim.

c. Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the information otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded unless the claim is clearly unfounded.

c. TEAM: Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain within 14 days of receiving the information otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded unless the claim is clearly unfounded.

d. The Tournament Director shall inform both players of the decision.

d. TEAM: The Tournament Director shall inform both Team Captains players of the decision, and it is the responsibility of the captains to notify their players without delay.

e. If the Tournament Director upholds a first claim, a new count of the opponent's time shall begin on the date the information about the claim was received.

f. A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed for the second time shall forfeit the game.

g. If the Tournament Director dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current time control period shall be accepted.

8) Leave

a. Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 days leave during each calendar year.

b. Players taking leave must inform in advance their opponents and the Tournament Director.

b. TEAM: Players taking leave must inform in advance their opponents and the Tournament Director through their Team Captain.

c. In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 days' additional leave per annum which in exceptional circumstances may be back-dated and/or extended.

9) Withdrawal [and Substitution]

a. In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall decide whether all the games shall be annulled or the remaining games adjudicated or scored as losses.

a. TEAM: In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall call upon the Team Captain to replace this player within two months.

b. TEAM: The substitute player may be required to start with a first time limit exceeding. The new count starts on a date set by the Tournament Director.

c. TEAM: If it is not possible for the Team Captain to get the necessary documents from the substituted player, the opposing Team Captain shall provide them.

d. TEAM: If no substitute player is available, the Tournament Director shall decide according to what is prescribed in the Tournament Rules 6.3.

e. TEAM: A team may substitute at most 50% of its players in case of withdrawal, and only make one substitution per board, but there is no limit for cases of death.

10) Adjudication

If no result has been agreed by the date set by the announcement (or TD) for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by the Tournament Director about the adjudication procedure.

TEAM: If no result has been agreed by the date set for close of play, or after 3 years of play where no date was set for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by  to the Tournament Director, through their Team Captain about the adjudication procedure.

11) Reporting Results

a. As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent to the Tournament Director by both players.

a. TEAM: As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the Team Captains by both players.

b. The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record.

c. Should no record be received from either player, the result may be scored as lost by both.

c. TEAM: Should no record be received from either Team Captain, the result may be scored as lost by both.

12) Decisions and Appeals

a. The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and

b. any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director according to the principles stated in the Preface of the FIDE Laws of Chess.

c. Any competitor may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Commission, whose ruling shall be final.

c. TEAM: Any Team Captain may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Commission, whose ruling shall be final.
[These Playing Rules were adopted by the ICCF Congress, Villa La Angostura, 2005 and take effect from 1.1.2006].
Appendix K

ICCF Playing Rules EMAIL

Individual and Team tournament games

(Paragraphs for Team tournament games in Italic)

1) Play and Control

a. Games shall be played by email, in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable.

b. A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and progress of the games. 

c. If a player should lose email access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish email access within 30 days, he will be considered to have withdrawn from the tournament. The period of 30 days is allowed once per calendar year.

d. TEAM: Each team has a Team Captain who shall maintain contact on behalf of the Players with the Tournament Director.
e. TEAM: In cases of misunderstanding between players the Team Captains should try to solve the problem before it is sent to the Tournament Director.

f. TEAM: If a player should lose email access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish email access within 30 days, he must be replaced by another player who is able to continue the game by email. See Rule 9

2) Transmissions

a. Moves shall be numbered and sent

b. in the numeric or a mutually agreed notation

c. by email messages

d. bearing the name and email address of the sender and

e. a continuous record of all moves and confirmation of the date on which the opponent's latest message was sent.

f. The sender shall record on the message:

g. the date on which the opponent's latest message was received and

h. the date of the reply.

i. Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move.

j. When the reply date does not agree with the actual emailing date shown on the message time-stamp, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move.

k. The time used for the move (see Rule 6c) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded.

3) Failure to Reply

a. Should there be no reply to any move within 16 days the full details shall be repeated with copy to the Tournament Director. When replying to such a repeat a copy to the Tournament Director must also be sent.

b. TEAM: Should there be no reply to any move within 16 days the full details shall be repeated with copy to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain. When replying to such a repeat a copy to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain must also be sent. 

c. Games in which no move has been sent for 40 days may be scored as lost to a player who has not advised the Tournament Director and his/her opponent about the delay.

c. TEAM: Games in which no move has been sent for 40 days may be scored as lost to a player whose Team Captain has not advised the Tournament Director and the opposing team captain about the delay.

4) Moves and Continuations

a. No legal move shall be retracted after mailing - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves.

b. A correct repetition of the latest move is necessary for the sender's reply move to be valid.

c. Illegible, illegal or ambiguous moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question.

d. A message mailed without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move.

e. The omission or addition of chess indications (such as "check", "captures", "en passant") is without significance.

f. Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed.

g. Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply.

h. When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move.

5) Records and Reports

a. All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Tournament Director upon request.

a. TEAM: All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Team Captain and/or through him to the Tournament Director upon request.

b. If a player does not answer enquiries from the Tournament Director within 14 days - without counting leave(s) - that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament. 

b. TEAM: If a player does not answer enquiries from the Team Captain (or through him from the Tournament Director) within 14 days - without counting leave(s) - that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament. See also Rule 9.

c. Changes of permanent address shall be notified to the Tournament Director and opponents. 

c. TEAM: Changes of permanent address shall be notified to the opponents and the Team Captain, who shall inform the Tournament Director.

d. The Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game. 

d. TEAM: Through the Team Captain the Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

e. The Tournament Director and opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of hardware or software occurs. 

e. TEAM: Through the Team Captain, the Tournament Director and opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of hardware or software occurs.

6) Time Allowed and Penalties

a. Each competitor is allowed 50 days for every 10 moves, unless the tournament announcement explicitly specifies otherwise.

b. Time saved shall be carried forward.

c. The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent's latest move was received and the mailing date of the reply.
If a move arrives before 8 pm in the recipient’s local time then it is considered to have arrived on that day.

If a move arrives after 8 pm in the recipient’s local time it can be considered as having arrived on the next calendar day.

d. Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move.

e. A penalty of two days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible, illegal or ambiguous move, or incorrectly repeats the opponent's latest move.

f. A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed shall forfeit the game.

7) Time Exceeding

a. Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

a. TEAM: Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

b. At the same time, the opponent shall be informed of the claim. 

b. TEAM: At the same time, the opponent shall be informed of the claim by an email message with copies to the Team Captain and Tournament Director.

c. Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the information otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded unless the claim is clearly unfounded.

c. TEAM: Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the Team Captain within 14 days of receiving the information otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded unless the claim is clearly unfounded.

d. The Tournament Director shall inform both players of the decision.

d. TEAM: The Tournament Director shall inform both Team Captains of the decision, and it is the responsibility of the captains to notify their players without delay.

e. If the Tournament Director upholds the claim, then the competitor who has exceeded the time allowed shall forfeit the game.

f. If the Tournament Director dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current time control period shall be accepted.

8) Leave

a. Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 days leave during each calendar year.

b. Players taking leave must inform in advance their opponents and the Tournament Director.

b. TEAM: Players taking leave must inform in advance their opponents and the Tournament Director through their Team Captain.

c. In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 days' additional leave per annum which in exceptional circumstances may be back-dated and/or extended.

9) Withdrawal, death [and Substitution]

a. In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall decide whether all the games shall be annulled or the remaining games adjudicated or scored as losses.

a. TEAM: In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall call upon the Team Captain to replace this player within two months.

b. TEAM: The new count starts on a date set by the Tournament Director.

c. TEAM: If it is not possible for the Team Captain to get the necessary documents from the substituted player, the opposing Team Captain shall provide them.

d. TEAM: If no substitute player is available, the Tournament Director shall decide according to what is prescribed in the Tournament Rules 6.3.

e. TEAM: A team may substitute at most 50% of its players in case of withdrawal, and only make one substitution per board, but there is no limit for cases of death.

10) Adjudication

If no result has been agreed by the date set by the announcement (or TD) for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by the Tournament Director about the adjudication procedure.

TEAM: If no result has been agreed by the date set for close of play, or after 3 years of play where no date was set for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by  to the Tournament Director, through their Team Captain about the adjudication procedure.

11) Reporting Results

a. As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent by email to the Tournament Director by both players, preferably in PGN format.

a. TEAM: As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent by email to the Tournament Director through the Team Captains by both players, preferably in PGN format.

b. The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record.

c. Should no record be received from either player, the result may be scored as lost by both.

c. TEAM: Should no record be received from either Team Captain, the result may be scored as lost by both.

12) Decisions and Appeals

a. The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and

b. any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director according to the principles stated in the Preface of the FIDE Laws of Chess.

c. Any competitor may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Commission, whose ruling shall be final.

c. TEAM: Any Team Captain may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Commission, whose ruling shall be final.
[These Playing Rules were adopted by the ICCF Congress, Villa La Angostura 2005, and take effect from 1.1.2006].
Appendix L

ICCF Playing Rules Webserver
Individual and Team tournament games

(Paragraphs for Team Tournament games in Italic)

1) Play and Control

a. Games shall be played in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess, except as otherwise defined in these rules or other ICCF rules.
b. A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and progress of the games.
c. TEAM: Each team has a Team Captain who shall maintain contact on behalf of the players with the Tournament Director

d. TEAM: In cases of misunderstanding between players the Team Captains should try to solve the problem before it is sent to the Tournament Director.

e. Games shall be played by using the ICCF Webserver. If a player should lose internet access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish access within 30 days, he/she will be considered to have withdrawn from the tournament. The period of 30 days is allowed once a year.
f. Results of games which progress to their normal conclusion will be automatically recorded and the Tournament Director will be informed, through the system. In all other circumstances, players are responsible for making claims or communicating with the Tournament Director, for the resolution of problems or disputes. 

f. TEAM: Results of games which progress to their normal conclusion will be automatically recorded and the Tournament Director will be informed, through the system. In all other circumstances, Team Captains are responsible for making claims or communicating with the Tournament Director, for the resolution of problems or disputes.
g. These rules will normally apply for all tournaments (team tournaments) played using the ICCF Webserver, unless varied by tournament announcements and starting notices.

2) Transmissions

a. All moves shall be made by committing them through the ICCF Webserver.

b. The ICCF Webserver system will generate an immediate Email message informing the opponent of the move played and giving other relevant information.
c. Players are responsible for monitoring the progress and time utilisation for all of their games on the ICCF Webserver. An election to disable the receipt of Email confirmatory messages, will not remove a player’s responsibility for ensuring the normal progress of games.
3) Failure to Reply

a. The ICCF Webserver system will automatically generate an Email reminder when a player has not made a move for 14 days and another, after 28 days. A final Email reminder will also be automatically generated after 35 days of silence by a player.
b. Where a player has not played a move in more than 40 days, the game will be scored as lost to that player by the Tournament Director, unless he/she has been advised of any special circumstances, and has agreed to a further delay.
c. TEAM: Where a player has not played a move in more than 40 days, the game will be scored as lost to that player whose Team Captain has not advised the Tournament Director about the delay, unless the Tournament Director has been advised of any special circumstances, and has agreed to a further delay.

4) Conditional continuations

a. Conditional moves are not allowed in webserver games.
5) Records and Reports

a. All transmissions concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates will be kept by the ICCF Webserver system until the end of the tournament and this will be available to the Tournament Director, as required.
b. As a further safeguard, a player is required to maintain a record of the moves and playing time used by both players until the game has been completed e.g. a copy of latest system notification (as described in 2b), and he/she must send information to the Tournament Director, as requested.
c. If a player does not answer enquiries by the Tournament Director, that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament.
d. Changes of permanent address and Email address shall be made by the player under his personal settings maintained in the system. 
d. TEAM: These addresses only shall be disclosed to the Tournament Office, Team Captain and Tournament Director.

e. The Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

e. TEAM: Through the Team Captain, the Tournament Director must be notified immediately by Email of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

f. The Tournament Director and all opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of a player’s hardware or software occurs.

f. TEAM: Through the Team Captain, the Tournament Director must be notified immediately by Email if any substantial failure of a player’s hardware or software occurs.

6) Time Allowed and Penalties

a. Each competitor is allowed 50 days for every 10 moves, unless the tournament announcement explicitly specifies otherwise.
b. Time saved shall be carried forward.
c. Playing time will normally be counted in days (i.e. 24 hour periods). A player will have 24 hours to respond to a move, before one day of playing time is recorded by the ICCF Webserver system, with all subsequent days being counted similarly. Partial days (i.e. periods of less than 24 hours) will be disregarded, in calculating a player’s aggregated playing time.
d. The basis for ICCF Webserver date/time will be Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), or other central time defined by the location of the server.
e. A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed shall forfeit the game.
7) Leave

a. A player may claim up to a total of 30 days leave during each calendar year.
b. Players intending to take such leave must send the information in advance to the ICCF Webserver system, using the facilities provided.  It is not possible for players to make moves via the webserver system, during their notified periods of leave.
c. In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 days' additional leave per annum which, in exceptional circumstances, may be back-dated and/or extended. Applications for such leave must be sent to the Tournament Director.
8) Withdrawal

a. In the event of death all remaining games of the deceased player will be adjudicated. If he hasn’t finished a single game, his games will be cancelled.
b. In the event of withdrawal the TD shall decide according to what is prescribed in the Tournament Rules 6.3.
a. TEAM: In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall call upon the Team Captain to replace this player within two months.

b. TEAM: The substitute player may be required to start with a time penalty. The new player starts on a date set by the Tournament Director.

c. TEAM: If no substitute player is available, the Tournament Director shall decide according to what is prescribed in the Tournament Rules 6.3.

d. TEAM: A team may substitute at most 50% of its players in case of withdrawal, and only make one substitution per board, but there is no limit for cases of death.

9) Adjudication

If no result has been agreed by the date set by the announcement (or TD) for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by the Tournament Director about the adjudication procedure.

TEAM: If no result has been agreed by the date set for close of play, or after 3 years of play where no date was set for close of play, or in the event of an accepted withdrawal, both players shall be informed by  to the Tournament Director, through their Team Captain about the adjudication procedure.

10) Decisions and Appeals

a. The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify players who break these rules.
b. Any matter not covered in these rules shall be decided by the Tournament Director according to principles stated in ICCF Statutes and Rules, Code of Conduct Guidelines or the FIDE Laws of Chess, as applicable.

In cases of the system outage, the Tournament Director will decide if the players’ clocks will be adjusted accordingly.
c. A player may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision from the Tournament Director to the Chairman of the respective ICCF Appeals Commission (using the ICCF Webserver facilities provided), whose ruling shall be final.

d. TEAM: A player may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director, through the Team Captain, to the Chairman of the respective ICCF Appeals Commission (using the ICCF Webserver facilities provided), whose ruling shall be final.

[These Playing Rules were adopted by the ICCF Congress, Villa La Angostura 2005, and take effect from 1.1.2006].
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